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WHY THIS ISSUE

There certainly s a lot available on Centra) America these days.
why we dare burden you with more.

1ing, necessary.
Central American reality.
overpowering.

own heart once again for a raésponse.

wWithin reach.

?

It is anly that we find it frresistable -- compel-
Many of these articles tell of someone's personal experience of the
It is these voices, urging us to respond, that we find so
We beg you to 1isten once again, to question once again, to search your
These neighbors of ours are so near.
The centerpage deals directly with the possibility of response through

You may wonder

They are

sanctuary -- apening our homes and churches as places of protection for refugees.

That response has begun im St

. Louis.

Housa (621-4052) or Virginia at Cass House (621-3085).
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The Round Table is the quarterly journal of Catholic Worker life and thought in
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IN EL SALVADOR

By Paul Reinert, S.J.

There are 63 other Jesuit c¢olleges and
universities scattered thrpughoul the
world frem India to Japan, from Argentina
to E1 Salvador. #And I want to rest for a
moment on the Jasuit University in San Sal-
vador--the Universidad Centroamericana.
There are about 400 men and women who
graduated this past spring from UCA, as
they call it, I visited this Jesuit col-
lege a few months ago, and I'd Tike to
give you just a few insights into what
) your life would have been like the past
four years if you had been at that Jesuit
institution instead of this one. In most
cases, your father, maybe your mother tco,
had either fled the country to Mexico or
the United States. One or more of your
family would be in prison accused of being
a political subversive. Many of your bro-
thers, sisters, close family would have
been killed or have disappeared. Some
would be fighting in the army of the gov-
ernment, some with the querillas, because
Salvador is being ravaged by a civil war.

What about your own future? Since you
would be graduating from the Jesuit col-
lege there, you would have to face the
fact that while everybody im your country,
Salvador, admits that you have received
the best academic training in the country,
nonetheless you are aware that you will
have a hard time getting a job--first,
of course, because the country 15 im 2
state of complete economic chaos and col-
lapse; but, more tragic in your case, the
personnel managers of the big coffee and
cotton industries will hesitate to hire
you. Because you are coming from UCA, the

Jesuit ¢ollege, you are suspect. You have
been trained in certain values many of
them find incompatible with their object-
ives. You are interested in justice, in
fair wages for everybody, in decent work-
ing conditions, not just for yourself but
for all of your fellow human beings. You
are concerned about social Jjustice and hu-
man rights. And that today in E1 Salvador
is a negative in your career and employ-
ment qualitications,

In £1 Salvador 1 visited prisons for
men and prisons for women, where 1 had in-
terviews with young graduates of UCA who
are locked up, some of them having been
cruelly tortured, because their own mili-
tary governmental officials accuse them of
being political subversives. And when you
ask: What is thefr ¢rimer The answer: In

Paul Reinert, S.J.. for many years president of 5t. Louis University and now Chanceller,
was last year & member of an educational fact-finding tour to E1 Salvader.
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the classes of high scheols or colleges
wheére they had been teaching, they were re-
ported to have taught fundamental ethics a-
bout the personal worth and dignity of ew-
ery individual, the right of every person
to the necessities of life, to Tiberty, to
earn one's dajly bread. Some of these
graduates of UCA have been in prison for
three years, with no way in which they or
thelir family can obtain any legal assist-
ance; and they will be thére three years
from now or longer unless the military
dictatorship now in power is somehow forced
to ¢hange its policies.

What should be our own personal reac-
tions to all of this? Let me tell you a
Tittle bit about my own reaction when |
came back., 1 have said many times that be-

tause of what 1 heard and saw there, [ am
sure 1'11 never be the same person again.

First of all, when you know that at this
moment human beings, just as intelligent
and morally good as any of us are, are be-
ing treated in unbelievably degrading ways,
we should get down on our knees and thank
God for our families, our country, for ev-
erything that has make it possible for us
to develop our God-given talents, to pre-
pare ourselves to lead a constructive 1ife,
to enjoy all the opportunities that have
been yours these past four years.

But a sense of gratitude is not enough.
Unless we have water instead of blood in
our veins, unless we have become totally
calloused to what is happening to our bro-
thers and sisters elsewhere, we have to de-
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velop a deeper, more conscious sense of
solidarity, of sympathetic union, of heart-
felt support of young people so much tike
ourselves whose Jives at the moment are
filled with the bitterness of injustice and
the hopelessness of having little to say
about one's own destiny. But, solidarity
and compassion are not enough either.
Christ said: "To whom mere is given, of
him or her, more will be demanded.” e
have a heavier burden to bear than others
in making certain that we are not contribu-
ting to the widespread injustice and inhu-
manity which is so raopant in the world to-
day. How can we strike a resounding blow
for justice and peace in our world? This
is where 1 appeal to each one of you as a
graduate of a Jesuit institution and to al)
of you as a body, a Christian community.
What we must do 15 exactly the same thing
that always has had to be done in the past

. - . because of whatlheard and

saw there I'm sare "1l never be the same

perscn again.

I —————

when God visited God's people. In the
01d Testament in preparation for the com-
ing of Christ, God chose the Isrealites,
and to be faithful to God they had to Tive
a5 a counter-culture, rejecting the values
and standards of the society around them.
Then when finally God did visit God's peo-
ple, when the Word of God pitched a tent
among us, those who accepted Christ as
their Savior, their Leader, formed a com-
munity--but it was clearly a counter-cul-
ture community. They rejected two values
embraced by most people around them, two
basic values that intolerable to a true
Christian:

1. What we call materialism today:

over-attachment to things, possess-

fons, riches and power;

2. Selfishness: an excessive con-

cern about self to the exclusion of

love and concern and care and com-

passion for all God's other child-

ren.

Clearly, pristine Christianity was a
contradiction to accepted ways of living

£ 1

We must deliberately choose
to be much more connter - 115, colture

than in the past.

e —
and doing business. It created a scandal.
[t was a huge stumbling block too diffi-
cult for many to contend with, Obviously,
in the last 2000 years Christianity has
assimilated and penetrated the prevailing
cultures and the values of peoples and na-
tions all over the world, but all along
the danger has been and always will be that
Christianity can lose its essential c¢har-
acter in the process. What is happening
in Latin America should be a mighty warn-
ing to you and me in the United States, We
Christians can bhecome too assimilated into
today's culture to remain alive and vi-
brant as followers of Christ. We must de-
liberately choose to be much more counter-
U.5. culture than in the past.

What I pray for us most of all is &
cense of deep faith, a conviction that was
50 evident in the early Christian communi-
ties--the conviction that if they 1ived
according to standards contrary to mater-
ialism and the misuse and abuse of their
fellow human beings, the combined example
of their counter-culture communities
would be explosive in its effect on the
larger community. 1If today other men and
women can look at you and in amazement ex-
claim, "See how these (hristians love one
another!" the impact of your loving resis-
tance will affect the laws, the policies,
and the morality of this country--and will
reach out, as Christianity did in the
early centuries, to convert men and women
into just and loving persons, who are hoth
more human and more divine.

13!
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It was during his student days at the
University of San Salvador that Juan was
pitked up. One day after class, while
he was waiting for a bus, a security po-
liceman came up behind him, yanking his
hair and throwing him to the ground. At
first, because, he wasn't "political”,
he was bewildered and hoped for mistak-

en 1dentity when his papers were checked.

But the police didn‘t ask for his pa-
pers. They threw him on a jeep floor,
and a soldier pressed one butt against
his head and another on his back. Wnen
he tried to move, one of them slammed a
rifle butt against the side of his face.

Next day they blindfolded him, and he
felt terror lock a muscle in his neck.
He began to breathe deeper to 100%en the
cramp. Like a drwoning person, his life
spun before his eyes. But in EIl Salva-
dor, such desperate scrutinizing s fo-
cused: Had he been a subversive? But
how? Of what was he accused? Juan was

never to find out. HNo charges. No trial.

He felt the thud of two more bodies
jar the jeep floor. "They piled us up
like potato sacks, only they respect the
food a little more.” When the jeep
started, he felt terrible sorvow for his
mother, then stabbing snxiety when he
remembered the pattern of arrest, fol-
lowed by raid and murder of the arrest-
ge's family.

During Juan's imprisonmnet, his fath-
er "disappeared.” Neighbors saw the se-
curity forces come to the house. Three
mcaths later his mother died of a heart

attack. Juan never has located any of
his six brothers.

When Juan began telling about his
first day of torture, I felt him dis-
tance slightly; his voice flattened. |
was sad suddenly that all we offered was
horrified silence--none of us knew;, we
could barely imagine. Though safe, he
was still alone. He seemed to know it,
so he smiled 2 10t to reassure ys, ex-
cept when he told of his parents' deaths.

They began his torture in a place that
was not a8 jail. He remembers hallways
and torture rooms. He never saw other
prisoners because he was always blind-
folded when taken from his cell-room, but
he heard the screams daily. For eight
months he endured, when others went mad
or committed suicide. Near the end he
was delirious, and his hope was waning.

They pounded his hands with heavy metal
rods, demanding responses to questions he
couldn't answer. They asked for names,
names. When he wouldn't answer, they hit
him in tha chest gver and over. He still
has continual pain in his chest and occa-
sional Tack of sensation in his spine.
They used electric shock, pulled out his
fingernails, hung him by his wrists, burmed
him with acid, broke his arms.

"But what were they after,” | asked,
“was it your student activities?"

"No, 1t wasn't that. it's true [ was
part of a student movement demanding cur-
riculum change, an overhaul of the educa-
tional system, and student participation
in university decisions. But their interest

This is an excerpt from a longer article on sanctuary in the December 1982 issue of
Sejourners, 1321 Otis St. NE, Washington, D.C. 20017. Reprinted with permission.

i ——
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JUAN’S STORY

A Refugee’s Personal Account

was in my truck-driving years before the
university, [ had a route that ran into
Guatemala toward the Atlantic coast. In
both E1 Salvador and Guatemala | saw many
cadavers lying in the roads. Back then,
when they bothered to disquise things,
they threw the bodies in the road so that
high-speed trucks or cars would run over
them, making their deaths appear to be ac-
cidents. But 1f you stopped you could see
the bodies had been tortured. | think they
thought [ knew something from my travels."

Juan was unaware that a general amnesty
had been granted prisoners when they blind-
falded him and drove him to what was clear-
Iy a jail. The next day he was released in
San Salvador. [t was 1979.

He dwelled on that day somewhat, how
friends and relatives came to greet pris=
oners, but he waited unsuccessfully for one
of his brothers to step through the crowd.
Then he began a 10-block walk to 2 friend's
house, He Taboriously pulled his 96 pounds
through the streets, The lonely walk took
him six hours. "I was weak, looked awful.

. When | went to my friend's home he did
not recognize me."

He stayed thera three days before the
National Guard came looking for him. He
Tearned later that four cut of the five
prisoners released with him had been appre-
hended and their decapitated bodies thrown
in the streets. When the guard came to his
friend's front door, Juan leapt out a back
window, scampered over a row of rcoftops

toward Rio Acelhuate, a city drainage river,

where he dropped into the water and thus
covered his retreat,

He slept on the river banks when he
could walk no lonaer. Under the sun, and

under the stars, he pushed himself to
walk out toward Aguilares, where friends
would feed him and he could move toward
the mountains to hide. For months he
traveled from town to town in the Chala-
tenango area, seeking the whereabouts of
his brothers. He neceived brief protec-
tion from friends, and then he shuttled
back into the mountains' protection, where
he healed his wounds. }

Juan finished his story, telling of
his escape to Honduras, then Mexico,..and
finally his connection with the under-
ground railroad created by veligicus
aroups on both sides of the Mexican-Am-
erican borders and extending now to Chi-
cago. He made his way out slowly, care-
fully, because in Honduras and Guatemala,
Salvadoran refugees are targets for mili-
tary and right-wing death squads. In
Mexico, Salvadorans are jailed or extort-
ed. Mexican border guards demand payment
from families carrving life savings in
hidden pockets.

Sut for Central American refugees, the
United States border is the "big round-
up.” The INS returns to E1 Salvador an
average of 500 refugees a month. These
refugees, 75 per cent of whom are women
and children, are met at the E1 Salvador
International Airport by armed military.

Some of these deportees meet the fate
of Santa Chirino Amaya. After Amaya re-
ceived a traffic ticket, he begged the INS
not to return him to his war-torn country.
But he was deported, and a month later,
his decapitated body was found at & cross-
road known as the Road of Death Because of
the Salvadoran patrols in the area.
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The Holy Father's visit to Nicaragua
on farch 4 lasted only eleven hours. You
may have read many reports of what hap-
pened, but it is impossible to understand
unless coe examinegs the events that pre-
ceded the visit.

The Pope came to visit a Church that
has been deeply divided--not only in Hi-
caragua--but in all of Latin America. The
repercussions of the "preferential option
for the poor" which was made years ago by
the Latin American Bishops at Medellin and
Puebla as a direct result of Vatican II,
have produced radical changes in the
Church--changes that have been rejected by
3 sector of the hierarchy and religious.
Throughout the continent, there are widely
differing and opposite views about theol-
ogy--the role of the Church, the under-
standing of Church authority, the meaning
of the Kingdom of God, the political in-
volvement of Christians. These polariza-
tions are further complicated in Micara-
qua where the Church is also split along

Pegay Healy, M.M., has been a missionary to Nicaragua for several years.

both in Managua and in the countryside.

The Pope’s Visit

to Nicaragua

By Peggy Healy, M.M.

palitical lines between those who basfc-
ally support the revolution and those who
oppose it. Both groups had their own ex-
pectations for the visit af the Pope and
their own role in the oulcome,

As soon as the papal visit was con-
firmed, joint committees of government and
Church people were set up in each town to
plan for the transportation of the people
to Managua. Christian communities and
Church peoaple were often in charge of
finding trucks, reserving space for those
who wanted to qo, preparing food, etc.

A1l gasoline, both for private and public
vehicles, was provided by the government.
In most areas there was a great deal of
cooperation on a local level between
church and government. #ost ot the prob-
lems centered around the archdiocese of
Managua where the Church-5tate tensions
have been high due to errors on both sides.

The people themselves spent considerable
time preparing for the visit. For weeks
prior to the visit, they studied John Paul

She has worked
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II--his background, his speeches in other

Latin American countries, his role ags Jead-
er of the Catholic Church, the situation in
Hicaragua and Central Amcerica that the
Pope would find. From these studies, the
people began to build up an image in their
minds of what this man could do for them
and thair country during these dirficult
days. They saw John Paul as a man of
peace and someone who would condemn the
violence and speak out for peace in Micara-
gua. Their studies gave the people a hu-
man Pope who would understand their pro-
blems, who himseif had been a worker, who
had known war, They even vead his poetry.
but despite the good intentions, ex-

pressed by both the Vatican and the Nicar-
aguan government, tensions remained and
the already present divisions in the Church
were palpable. Each religious and politi-
cal persuasion hoped that the papal wisit
would support their position. These di-
varse expectations, combined with an unex-
pected national tragedy, set the stage for
the events that unfolded in the plaza.
Four days before the Pope arrived, Somoci-
sta counterrevolutionary forces ambushed
and massacred 17 young Sandinista militia
from Managua. The memorial service for
these yaung people was held the day before
in the same plaza in which the Pope would
celebrate his outdoor Mass. Mourning and
anger over the ogeaths was inextricably
bound to the visit of the Pope and made it
natural that many would expect a word of
sorrow, condolence, a prayer for their
dead, or a denunciation much the same as
the Pope's condemnation of the executions
in Guatemala earlier in his trip.

We want to verv briefly review some of
the events of the visit.

The Arrival

Daniel Ortega's very lengthy

to by some U.5, press a5 a political har-
rangue, was branded by many as the Nicara-
guan government's first mistake in the pa-
pal visit. Most people who heard the
speach were not aware that Ortega was
quoting textually a 1&ngth¥ letter written
by a Nicaraguan bishop in 1921 fto a U.5.
Cardinal. The letter, written during U.5.
Marine occupation of MNicaragua, was stri-
dently critical of U.5. policy, and Ortega
Karen House Catholic Worker 314.621.4052

used it to make the point that the same
situation exists today. Many felt that it
was a rude way to receive the Holy Father.
There is no doublt that the govermment used
the arrival of the Pope to dengunce U.S.
agaression against Micaragua. Our feeling
is that the long speech was inappropriate,
but we also belfeve that one must distin-
quish between undipiomatice behavior and
immoral behavior. E1 Salvador and Guate-
mala gave the Pope a diplomatic welcome byt
wereg killing their own people at the same
moment as they extended their welcome.

The Pope's remarks at the airport were

brief, from a prepared text. He sald that
he wanted to make a contribution to peace

in the reqion and to dialogue. He empha-
sized that his trip was a pastoral one, not
a political one. Many people remarked that
he looked tired, aloof, distant, or even
angry. They were surprised that he did not
display the same warmth, reaching out to
the crowds, the gestures that were so char-
acteristic of his other Latin American vi-
s5its. On the receiving line, he encounter-
ed a kneeling Father Emesto Cardenal, one
of the four priests who work in the Nicar-
aquan government. Fahter Cardenal reached
for the Holy Father's ring to kiss it, but
the Pope withdrew his hand. He then went by
helicopter to Leon.

Mass in the July 19th Plaza For many, the
Trip to Managua had begun the day before,
when the long and arduous trip from the
northernmost sectors began in busses and
trucks. The mood was festive, excited, ex-
pectant despite the tensions in the coun-
try. For many, it was their first trip to
the capital and the people were coming to
see their Fope. The Church and government
people who were leading the transportation
effort instructed the people that Lhis was
a religious celebration, that political
sltogans were not appropriate, and that Ni-
caragua should give John Paul a dignified
welcome. People composed songs to the
Pope and made up religious slogans.

Our experience in Ciudad Sandino, San
Juan de Lemay, Leon, San Isfdor, Ocotal,
Jalapa and other areas was that there was
no control by the Sandinistas over who
went, much less a prohibition of non-5an-
dinistas from attending, Betwsen 600,000
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“The Mothers of the Heros and Martyrs,”

who tood up and began to walk toward

the aiter with pictures of their dead sons

and dawghters.

and 700,000 people jammed into the plaza.
This represents & of the population and
ef a1l whose age and health made it feas-
ible for them to attend. It was the larg-
est concentration of people in the history
of Micaragua. There were some incidents
between the government and groups who
spuaht to circumvent regulations for get-
ting to the plaza--regulations that had
been set up by both government and church
officials for security reasons.

Peaple waited for hours on foot in the
104 degree heat. As the hour for the
Pope's arrival drew nearer, tensions be-
came more palpable. A huge group of peo-
ple who supported Archbishap Obande had
taken over the platform which had been re-
served for the press, and they were loudly
velling their support fer the Archbishop.

The front rows of the crawd in the plaza,
made up of militia and people from the
block committees whose job 1U was to con-
tain the overflowing plaza, were equally
vocal in their calls for "2 Church on the
side of the poor.”

The topa's appearance in gleaming gold

vastments wﬂgreh{h]og.g%aﬁlgl%%grgerb%4?612]1 .4&'5“2E www.karenh

people, regardless of the divisfons. He
was their Pope, and they were anxious to
hear his message. 'The Mass began with an
unscheduled introduction by Archbishop
Obando and continued without incident un-
til about the middle of the homily. The
theme of the Pope's words was episcopa)
authority and church unity--a particularly
delicate theme in Nicaragua. He spoke of
the authority of the bishops and the need
for unity under them, and the pegple ap-
plauded and listened. But many waited ex-
pectantly for a reference to the broader
national sftuation as he had done 30 aptly
in other countries; a word about the at-
tacks on Nicaragua; an expression of con-
doelence for thelr dead. DMNone wag forth-
coming.

In the second part of the homily, the
Pope began to address the theme of the
"popuiar church®, and his tone became more
reprimanding and his facial expression an-
grier. It was about that time when some
in the crowd began to shout “queremos la
paz"--"we want peace.” The Pope finally
raised his voice sternly and called for
silence. And from that point on, the sit-
uation deteriorated; and th&syelltng went

ousecw.org 1840 Hogan St. Louis, MO 631



put of control with all different groups
shouting all manner of slogans, The "Moth-
ers of the Heroes and Martyrs™, who had
been given a place of honor on the side

platform, stood up and began to walk to-
wards the altar with photographs of
their dead sons and daughters, demon-
strating their desire for a prayer for
the dead in Wicaragua. One of them
grabbed the microphone from the choir
and began Lo speak over the voice of

the Fope.

The homily ended, and some calm re-
turned to the plaza; but the shouting
continued till the end of the Mass. AN
went home saddened by what had happened.

The Departure The Pope went immediately
to the afrport. Daniel Ortega again ad-
dressed the Holy Father, this time with-
out a prepared text. We have read ac-
counts in the U.S. press which said that
Ortega's parting words scolded and be-
rated the Pope. For those of us who saw
ic, 1t seemed much more that he was
pleading with the Holy Father to under-
stand what had happened. "When out peo-
ple say, 'we want peace,' it 15 born of
a situation of pain, of tears, of perma-
nent martyrdom. Our people are crucified
every day; they rightfully demand selidar
ity. . .When gur people ask for peace,
they want it not to acquire personal
wealth, for we do not look for persomal
gain, but rather they want peace to be
able to fulfill their basic necessities
for 1ife and subsistence."” His face was
sad; his eyes were fixed on the ground.
John Paull Il read the text of his ¢los-
ing remarks. He referred to those who
had not been able to attend the twe 11t-
urgies. He thanked everyone for his
stay and closed by saying: "God bless
this Church: God protect Nicaragua."

Aftermath Almost all of Nicaragua was
saddened by what happened. Many people
were deeply ashamed by what happened in
the plaza and cailed it rude and insult-
ing. Some blamed the pueblo, some blamed
the FSLN, some blamed the Pope. We be-
iieve that 1t was probably a combinatiom
of many factors. The aovernmént clearly
wanted the Pope to address himself to the

U.5. armed intervention of Nicaragua and
clearly tried to push that in every way
possible. Those in opposition to the
Sandinistas wanted the visit to be a
tlessing of their position, and they did
their share of provoking. Both of these
groups included sectors of the Church.

The people in the plaza were mixed, out
the dynamic of the crowd had its own mo-
mentum that was beyond anyone's control.
And tne Holy Father, perhaps because of
the preparation he had received from his
advisors, came to Nicaragua with a stemn
directive for Church unity and never de-
parted from kis prepared texts to speak to
the real concerns and desires of the pec-
ple of Nicaragua. 1The very same words
that he used the next day in E1 Salvador
regarding peace and the situation on the
borders would have provoked & totally dif-
ferent response Trom the plaza in Managua.

The resuits have been serfous. The di-
visfon within the Church and the division
between certain sectors of -the Church and
the government, 15 deeper than ever. Hany
Catholics and some of the hierarchy feel
that the Pope's visit gave them the bless-
ing they wanted to continue in their oppo-
sition to the govermment and to avold dia-
logua that is so sorely needed. HMany oth-
er thristians, inciuding large mumbers of
young people who were already skeptical of
the Church's ability to accompany revolu-
tionary soctal change, lert the plaza tnat
day with their hopes crusned. [he great
majority of the people feel confused and
saddeneda. One thing is certian. We do
not believe that anyone desired the outcoms
of what happened at the Mass in the plaza--
neither tne government, nor the Church,
nor the Pope. Byt each haa its role to
play.

Perhaps the one positive outcome of the
visit is that all sectors of the Church
and the government must rerlecc even more
deeply on how to resclve the divisions
that were laid bare on March 4. And hope-
fully the Holy Father and his advisors
will also reflect on the events of that day
and use it to deepen their own understand-
ing of the situation in Central America.
The complexity of the reality is a mighty
challenge to all who are searching for
peace in this region.
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SANCTUARY

In 1iving persons, the pain of Central America comes walking inte our country
and consciences.Picking up on our faith tradition of Sanctuary, we can help
refugees by offering them our homes and, especially, our places of worship as
safe harbor. Here 1s a collection of thouwohts about the tradition of Sanctuary
and the call to offer it here and now. Taking these thoughts in, the challenge
is before us....Callthe Inter-Faith Committee on Latin America (227-8608) to
learn how to offer Sanctuary to Central American refugees.

In the Judeo- "1 had to weigh this act of civil dis-
Christian tradi- obedience with the very real threat to
tion, sanctuary these peoples' lives if they return to
has had a duai their homeland."”

meaning. It is Archbishop Rembert Weakland

both a place Avrchbishop of Milwaukee

where a commu-
nity of faith
gathers for wor-
ship and 2
place of refuge
and protection.
Because of this
dual meaning of
holiness and
refuge, sanctu=-
ary is a partic-
tlarly potent image for churches and syna-
gogues as we consider our responsibility
for the vulnerable refugees from E1 Salva-
dor and Guatemala. As communities of
faith, we are called upen to bring these
two meanings of sanctuary into a powerful
unity. The place of worship s to serve
as a place of protection.

Marilyn Lorenz-Weinkauf
Inter-Faith Committee on
Latin Ameérica

The ancient notion that altars, holy
sites and temples be regarded, by their
very nature, as places of refuge s not

Yatweh was the first to proclaim uniquely biblical or Christian. Sanc-
sanctuary, commanding Moses to set aside tuary was a more or less formalized
cities and places of refuge in Capaan practide, for example, in Egypt, in
where people could seek asylum from the Syria, Greece and Rome. Political fu-
“blood avengers! The cities of refuge gitives, criminals, debtors, and slaves on
were for the Israelites, "as well as the run all passed beyond the pale of if
for the stranger and sojourner among revenge and justice by making it into
you.” (Num 35:15) the precincts of a recogntzed shrine.

M McConnell & R, Golden Bi11, Kellerman

Theolgay of Sanctuary Sojourngrs Apr 83
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“When it is illegal te provide re-

fuge for homeless the struggle for justice

has reached a new stage. At that his-
_toric moment the pastoral has merged with
Rhe political, service 1s prophetic, love

is subversive, and remembering is a revo-
lutionary act.’

It was recognized in Roman law,
medieval canon law and English Common
law. During medieval times the law
insured that every church was a po-
tential sanctuary.

During the seventeenth century the
whole North American continent was seen

as a sanctuary from the religious and
polttical persecutions of Europe. Sanc-
tuary became a part of the accepted un-
derstanding of what it meant to be Amer-
ican by toth people here and around the
world. That sentiment was finally en-
graved on the Statue of Liberty, “give
me¢ your tired, your poor, your huddled
masses yearning to be free.” In the
1850's after the passage of the Fugi-
tive Slave Act making 1t illegal to har-
bar or assist & slave in gaining free-
dom, religious peopte and churches be-
came key points along the Underground
Rail rpad. Churches again became sanc-
tuaries defying the law to do it.

M. McConnell & R. Golden

Theology of Sanctuary

Rev. S5id Mohn, at Wellington
Ave. UCC Church, Chicago

Sanctuary offers a concrete and direct
way to challenga the inhuman policy of the
U.S. government in Central America and of
the INS, as well as providing a direct ser-
vice to the refugees created as a result of

these policies. .
g Marilyn Lorenz-Weinkauf

Wy
st ]
The main incidents of the claiming of
sanctuary in the history of Israel oc-
curred when Adonijah and later Joab
sought protection from Solomon by layin
hold the horns of the altar {1Kings 1&.‘:‘(]]
But the most clearly spelled out tradition
of sanctuary is found in the Torah pass-
ages concerning the “cities of refuge"
(Ex 21:13-14; Nm 35:6-28; Dt 4:41-43; and
19:4-13).
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Bill Kellerman
Sojourners Apr 83
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¥ore recently, during World Rar II
monasteries hid Jews in Nazi Germany
and for the Jews escaping Bethel, sanc-
‘luary was providing false documents, o-
pening a door or sharing a scrap of food.
M. McConnell & R. Golden
Theology of Sanctuary
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EL SALVADOR

- A History

El Salvador has been a hot news item
since October 15, 1979, the day a group
of young, refarmist amy officers over-
threw the repressive (even by Salvadoran
standards) govermment of Gen. Carlos
Humberto Romerq. | will assume, then,
that readers of this article have a
rough idea of post 1979 Salvadoran his-
tory. What ! hope to do is briefly
sketch a history of El Salvador during
the years when it never made the even-
ing news.

E1 Salvador's modern history began in
the mid-19th century when the communal
lands which formed the basis of a
subsistence economy were abolished by
decree to make way for the great cof-
fee plantations which have since been
the backbone of E1 Salvador's economy.
Significantly, these plantations were
owned by Salvadorans. Foreign capital
was present during this period, but
it served to create an infrastructure
{elactricity, railroads, communications)
for the coffee economy. The “Fourteen
Families” who controlled the growth
and export of this coffee became the

ruling oligarchy of E1 Salvador. Poli-
tics in E1 Salvador was a family affair,
purely a matter of jockeying for posi-
tion by the membars of the oligarchy.

In 1932, though, the bottom fell out.
Coffee exports declined from $16 million
in 1928 to $6.8 million in 1232. Then,
as now, E1 Salvador was the most dense-
ly populated country in Central fmerica,
with virtually no fdle lands for sub-
sistence agriculture in time of econo-
mic crisis. Thousands of Salvadorans
were forced to migrate. Thousands more
who stayed were mobilized by the Sal-
vadoran Communist Party (PCS} and fts
trade union, The Regional Federation of
Salvadoran Workers ?FRTS}. In January
1932, the PCS was denied seats in the

By Mike Mclntyre

natfonal legislature and municipal assem-
blies. The Party set January 22 as a
day of insurrection, intended to topple
the government of Gen. Maximiliano
Hernandez Martinez.

The PCS, however, was riddled with
government spies, and the insurrection
was rapidly - and bloodily - crushed.
Four thousand were killed in the put-
down of the insurrection itself, Thir-
ty thousand more were killed in the gov-
ernment sponsored massacre (“la matanza")
which followed. Martinez ruled al-
most without interruption until 1944,
The military has held political power
{(on behalf of the oligarchy) continous-
ly since 1932.
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Nevertheless, changes were in the wind
for E1 Salvador. The country enjoyed
a coffee boom in the Tate 1940s. C(of-
fee exports of $18.7 million in 1945
shot up to $76 million in 1950, An
alliance of the military, a techno-
cratic intelligentsia, a small indus-
trial bourgeoisie, and that section of
the coffee oligarchy involved directly
in export (as opposed to the growers),
emarged victorious from a series of
power struggles between 1944 and 1948.
They were determined to diversify and -
modernize the Salvadoran economy. hHew
taxes on coffee exports were designed
to finance industrial development.

This new ruling class faced the
problem of finding markets for its new
products. An internal market could
have been created only threough radi-
cal land reform measures. The oppo-
sition of the coffee growers would
have made this impossible, even if
this class had been willing to under-
take such measures.

Instead, Salvadoran products con-
tinued to be designed for an export
market. OQriginally, Salvadoran goods
competed very successfully in a re-
gional market, with Honduras as its

Targest customer, The 1969 war with
Honduras destroyed the “Common Market"
in Central America, and Teft Salva-
doran industry without markets.

In response to the ensuing crisis,
the government of Col. Arturc Armando
Molina {1972-1977) announced a series
of measures designed to attract for-
efgn capital to El1 Salvador: Assured
Tow wages (averaging $4.00 per day),

2 "urion-free environment", tax breaks,
a free trade zone in 5an Bartolo. By
1974, foreign capital was involved in
half of al1 Salvadoran businesses. EI
Salvador was now competing in & world
market on the strength of a low-paid,
docile 1abor force.

You may well have surmised that none
of this industrial development did a lot
of good for the Salvadoran peasant ar
worker. The number of landless peasants
increased throughout the post-World
War Il period, both absolutely and in per-
centage terms.. In 1975 it was estimated
that the average family needed $704 per
year to provide minimal food, clothing
and shelter. Eighty percent of the popu-
lation earped less.

During these years, Timited politi-
cal reforws led to the c¢reation of
viable opposition parties. Three of
them, the Christian Denocrates (POC),
the social-democratic Mational Revolu-
tionary Movement (MNR), and the communist-
influenced National Democratic Union
(UDM) coalesced to form the National
Opposition Union (UND) in preparation
for the 1972 elections. Following the ty-
pical pattern, their candidate, Jole
Napoleon Duarte, won the election, but
lost the count. The National Conciliation
Party (PCN) retained power in E]1 Salvador.

While the major opposition parties,
including the outlawed Communist Party
(PCS), countenanced an electoral route to
powar even after the 1972 election, por-
tions of these parties broke off to form
guerilla units. Those who left the Com-
munist Party forwed the Popular Liberation
Forces (FPL). The left wing of the
Christian Democrats broke off and formed
the People's Revolutionary Army (ERP}. A
further split in the ERP led to the crea-
tion of the Armed Forces of National
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Resistance (FARN). These groups styled
themselves "political-military organiza-
tions."

A parallel cevelopment in the mid-
19705 was the rise of the "mass organiza-
tion." Developing outside the structures
of political parties they focused on
popular organizing; rather than armed

struggle, yet they considered themselves
to be revolutionary organizations. The
main mass organizations were tha Feople's
Revolutionary Bloc (BPR), the Front for
Unified People’'s Action (FAPU)} and the
People’'s Leagues (LP-28).

Naturally, the successes of the mass
organizations threatened the Molina
government's plans to attract foreign
investment with a politically quies-
cent Tabor farce. S0, with government
encouragement and assistance, 2 num-
ber of paramilitary death squads rose
up -~ QRDEN, the Wnite Warrior's
Union (UGB}, FALANGE, the Organiza-
tion for the Liberation from Commu-
nism (OLC). These groups roamad the
country throughout the late 1970s
{and the early 'B0s), terrorizing
the whale population whiTe fighting
an ill-defined war against "commu-
nist subversion.”

Partially in response to this repres-
sion, the "political-military” and
"mass” organizations began to work
more closely together. The FPL paired
with the BPR, FARN with FAPU, the ERP
with LP-Z8. The refgn of the death
squads seemed to aid rather than hinder
the growth of these organizations.

Meanwhite, a mild proposal for land
reform advanced by Col. Molina in 1976
led t0 a2 reaction by the coffee oligar-
¢chy. The reform, which would have
touched a whopping 4% of E1 Salvador's
land, never had a chance. The PCN can-
didate for the fixed 1977 elections was
Gen. Carlgs Humberto Romero, the lea-
der of ORDEN. Repression under Romero
reached a fever pitch and i1solated the
Salvadoran government.

The October 15 coup promised great
things, but by December it was evident
that 1t would be unable to carry them
out. By early 1980, the ruling junta
was controlled by the far right, with
José Napoleon Duarte serving as a demo-
cratic figurehead.

Mearwhile, the mass and political=-
military organizations rapidly came to an
agreement to create a political coerdina-
ting council and a unified military com-

mand. They were later joined by the
PCS, UDN, MNR and center-left wing of
the POC in the creation of the Demo-
cratic Revolutionary Front (FDR). The
FOR, with 1ts broad political base,
rapidly became the focus of oppositiom
to the ruling junta.

(For the facts in this article, I am
deeply indebted to the report "El1 Salva-
dor-Why Revolution™ by Robert Armstrong
and Janet Shenk, appearing in MACLA
Report on the Americas).

Mike Mcintyre lives at Karen House.

He served 30 days this summer at the County

Workhouse for trespassing at General Dynamics.
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Book Review

The Country Between Us

The Country Between Us by Carolyn Forché

(New York, Harper and Row, 1981)

Who are we to believe about Central
America? What's the story in E1 Salvador,
Nicaragua, Honduras, Guatemala? There are
such conflicting reports that someone must
be doctoring the truth. Who's teliing the
truth, who's dactoring it, who's spreading
propaganda? President Reagan and the CIA
give one version, cosmittees ia Congress
another, the countries themsalves still
another. Perhaps we had best listen to
someone who has been there,

Eyewftnesses who can convince us of the
validity of their experience are the best
antidote to propaganda. Of course, theirs
could be propaganda too; but we rely on
the character of those who testify to us.

he British critic John Berger once wrote.
‘Prupaqann‘a nreserves within peopie out-
dated structures of feeling and thinking
while farcing new experiences upon them.”
It transforms them into ouppets--whilst
most of the strain brought about by the
transformation remains oolitically harm-
less as inevitably incoherent frustra-
tion. The only purpose of such propa-
ganda is to make people deny and then
abandon the selves which otherwise
their own gxperience would create.’
Propaganda jerks us around like puppets

This woman, Carolyn Forché, the young,
passionate poet whnse book won the Lamont
Poetry Selection for 1981, titles a
section of her poems, "In Salvader, 1978-
B80". In the medium of poetry, passion is
expected and the perspective is personal.
Much of modern poetry is quite self-
ravelatory of both feeling and convic-
tion; however, political peoetry is very
often accused of being propaganda. Such
accusations arose when The Country
Between Us by Carolyn Forché Tirst came

to the attention of critics. Forché
a5 an accurate eye and an appealing
tyle; her poetry has vision and wit

Reviewed by Dennis Kennedy, C.M.

when appropriate. ©&ut what has attracted
the most attention is her content - she
has a passionate commitment to Justice
for the poor im E1 Salvadar. She has

many friends there, especially women.

Her relationships lead her to fdentify
With the atruggling poor who are attempt-
ing to bring abont an end to the senseless
violence and tha unjust oppression. I do
not find the argument that her poetry is
propaganda convincing; her voice is not at
all strident or ideological. Rather, i

i5 a warm, caring voice, often angry.
often in pain, but rarely graceless.
Although parts of her book range from such
subjects as European travel, travails and
trespass, Czech polfitical prisoners, the
fragrant paths of Detroiters, selective
service, love and reunion and Viet Nam
veterans, the first, final and most com-
pelling of her work is about her time in
£1 Salvador. Unlike Didion, she is
fiercely invested in her subject. "I will
live and living cry out until my voice is
gone/ to its hallows of garth, where with
cur/ hands and by the lives we have cho-
sen/ we will dig deep into our depths./

I have done all that I could do.”

Dennis Kennedy, C.M., teaches at Kenrick, our diocesan seminary. He has "taken house”

and celebrates Titurgy with us.
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Unlike the bureaucrats she flays,
Forché uses words to reveal rather than
to conceal. Here are some examples of her
artful imagery writing about the apathy
of the north to what happens in E1 Salva-
dor. “Knowing that while birds and
warmer weather/ are forever moving north,/
the cries of those who vanish/ might take
years to get here." "She had come to
flesh out the memory of the poet/ whase
body was never found./ Had it changed?

[t was different./ In Salvador nothing
is changed.” "There 15 nothing one man
will not do to another.”™ “The breath of
time where we began/ among each other,
EherF we Tived/ in the hour farthest from
od.”

The three most striking poems in this
collection are: “The Colonel®™, "Return”

and "Qurselves or Nothing". "The Colo-
nel®, written 2almost in prose form to
accent the stunning ordinariness of it,
is a description of a pleasant dimner at
the home of one of E1 Salvador's promi-
nent officers. "“There was some talk of
how difficult it had become to govern.
The parvrot said hello on the terrace. The
Colonel told it to shut up, and pushed
himself from the tabie. My friend said to
me with his eyes: say nothing. The
Colonel returned with a sack used to
bring groceries home, He spilled many
human ears on the table. They were like
dried peach halves. There 15 no other
way to say this. He took one of them in
his hands, shook it in owr faces, dropped
it into a water glass. 1t came alive
there. I am tired of fpoling around, he
sadd.  Bs for tre rignts of anyome, te))
your people they can go fuck themselves.

—

arm and held the last of his wine in the
ajfr. Something for your poetry, no? he
said. Some of the ears on the floor
caught this scrap of his voice. Some of
the ears on the floor were pressed to (1)
the graund." Forché's disdaining of -
poetics in this instance heightens the
impact of her account. Only the last
image saves her piece from straight-
forward reportage. It reminds me of
a poem by the Polish writer Ryszard
Krynicki entitled, "Don't Shoot",
"Soldiers, don't shoot at usl/ Don't
shoot at your brothers./ We are defense-
less, and you/ will have to come back
to us./ Those who drafted you/ and are
ordering you now/ to shoot/ will one
day deny giving the orders.” It is
this blend of the political with the per-
sonal that removes their art from the
realm of propaganda.

In “Retum”, Forché writes to her
friend, Josephine, about her lingering

The Colouel returned with
a sack used (o bring groceries home. ﬁ
He spllled many homan ears on  the

table.
T

images upon returning to America. She
started at tire blow-outs, kept watch
of strange cars and strained to resember
things impossible to forget. "You know
the mix/ of machetes with whiskey, the
slip of the tongue that costs hundreds
of deaths./ You've seen the pits where
men and women/ are kept the few days it
takes without/ fopd and water. You've
heard the cocktail/ conversation on which
their release depends." She writes of
how her time in E1 Salvador continually
intervenes into the ordinary stream of
her life. Relationships, material
goods, even sex, are permanently effect-
ed. She concludes the poem with these
words: “We no longer have the hearts,/
the strength, the lives of women./ Your g‘
problem is not your 1ife as it is/ in
hmerica, not that your hands, as you)
tell me, are tied to do something, It
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Better/ people than you were powerless./
You have not returned to your country,/
but to a 11fe you never left." (emphasis
mine)

®

The last poem in this collection,
"Ourselves or Nothing®™, is a brilliantly
powerful and touching journey through
the events and atrocities of Forche's
life. She addresses it to a writer she
lived with and shared much of this exper-
ience. The poem in a few short pages
surveys their relationship, and moves
through the events of the age: concen-
tration camps, the holocaust, Prague,
Viet Nam and her time in E1 Salvador.

The poem ends with a plea to her country
for conscience”...in Salvador/ where the
blood will never soak/ into the ground,
everywhere and always/ go after that
which is lest./ There 15 a cyclone fence
‘etweenf ourselves and the slaughter
nd behind it/ we hover in a calm pro-
tected world 1tke/ netted fish, exactly
like netted fish./ It is either the
beginning or the end/ of the world, and
the choice is ourselves/ or nothing,”
This marvelous woman's work is due an
audience as broad as possible, especially
in the countries of the North,

Carolyn Forche explores the relation-
ship between America and what it views
as its troublesome neighbors to the South,
The experiences she lets us share in are
simultaneously despairingly frightening
and hopeful. Such is the experience of
those who choose to taste even for a
short while, the lives of the poor. The
churches of America have beoun to explore

the possibility of opting for the poor;
tn other words, taking the experience of
the poor as the heginning point for any
criteria for action on behalf of social
justice. Any of these works demon-
strates definitively the need for scme
sort of action on behalf of justice for
the poor.

The Reagan Administration is shouting
about the possible isolation of the
United States by world commynism. We
have always been afraid of that Tsolation
yet the actions wa have begun to take in
E1 Salvador, Micaragua, Honduras and
Guatemala lead to an ever deepening iso-
lation from the struggling poor in these

M

We are In effect
isolating ourielves by our

arrogance and corporate greed.

countries. We are in effect isolating
ourselvas by our arrogance and corpor=-
ate greed. The Christian message is
conversion from the arms race, which is
built on the backs of the poor; from
consumarism, which has become a form of
idolatry; and from the ever-spiraling
violence that abuses the poor and might
fearfully coma home to roost in our own
country. We must use our intelligence
and faith wisely in these troubled times
and distant places.

May Crocios: Birmlng o
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From Little House

(The following is an interview conducted by Virginia Druhe with two members of the
Little House household about their goings on during these summer months.)

Q. Will you please introduce yourselves to
ogr readers?

A. I'm Sharon. ['m working. [ get paid
tomarrow--my first paycheck:

Q. What will you do with 1¢7

A. §50 goes to someone [ owe. Then a

thermos and comfortable shoes.

Q. What is your job?

A. 1 clip bags. 150 1b. patato sacks,
some 100 1b. sacks for Purina. The last
two days we got out 100,000 bags.

}. How many people did that?!

A, T sewers, T clippers, inspectors.

30 in all.

Q. What's a clipper?

A. The clipper cuts the sacks apart from
each other after they're sewn.

G. Do you like the work?

A. Yes.

Q. B.J., can you tell us something about
yourself?

A. T've Tived at the Worker for 5 years.
i helped paint.-it before it opened. ['va
been at the Little House for 2 years.
Other than that, [ sleep, eat, go to work,
get up, 9o to work, eat--that's all. I do
my job in 17 seconds.

(}. What do you do in 17 seconds?

A. Answer a call, look up a number, give
it gut. We're going on strike next week.
0. You're a directory assistance operator.
A. Yeah. But I haven't worked since Memor-
ial Day.

0. Why not?

A. Because 1 had templar mandibular Jjoint
dysfunction. Horrible name, isn't it?

. What 1s it?

fi. Severe pain from muscle spasms in the
jaw that can't be stopped.

(. Does that mean you couldn't open your
mouth?

A. Hardly.

. What caused it?

L. A root canal. My teeth are rotting
from chemotherapy that I had when 1 had
leukemia. I got the leukemia from going
to school next to an abandoned factory in
Weldon Springs and playing in ft. There

are pits of radioactive material there.
Karen House Catholic Worker 314.621.4052 www.karzn
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Lots of people from there have Teukemia.
We used to swim in the graphite pits., Now
they are guarded. The plant was used dur-
ing World War II. My next door neighbor
has leukemia now.

Q. Is there anything to be done?
A. The EPA had a town meeting. People are
upset. Lots of people came. They say it
costs too much to clean it wp.
. 1s your Jaw healed now?
. Yes.
. How did it get healed?
. With myotherapy.
. Which 1s7?
. Pushing on different trigger points to
relax a muscle.
0. A happy ending?
A. Yes., All is well. tﬂ
. Sharon, what else is happening at your
house this summer?
A. Well, I spent a lot of time looking for
work. A bunch of Triends of Joan Schlieter
helped us paint the back porch blue and
paint the kitchen. We put in am orchard
but the trees are dead. Fleetwood, our
dog, had surgery.

Mark Scheu and Pat Coy are moving into
the flat here. Mark has been very helpful.
We're olad to have him around and look for-
ward to Pat being here.

Both our refrigerators went qut at the
same time. In the heat. That was the
pits. We just try to keep cool. That's all
we do.
G. Where is May Ann?
A. In E1 Paso.
{J. Doing what?
A. She went to the Sisters of Loretto Assem-
bily. She called and said she had talked to
Mary Ann Gleascn for two hours and that she
would be glad to be home.
Q. Anything eise you want to tell us?
A. Last week we saw a man pull a gun on the
sacurity guard at the National store and
the guard pulled his gun. We were right
behind them. He was stealing a case of
beer. Do you want to know more?

0. Wo. That's enough. Thank you.
secw.org 1840 Hogan St. Louis, MO 63106
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From Karen House

“On The Road”

By Mary Dutcher =

The Webrew people had no particelir word equiva-
leat to our “thank you.” The way they sxpreised
their gratilude was to recount or retel] all the
things that had been done for thes by tha pérsom o
whon they were grateful. This recounEing of my sum-
mor's guperience s my testimony of gratitude to God
and to a)l the people whosa gemeroaily sad goodaess
I experienced. | am gspecially grateful for the way
I kept busping fnle old Friends from 5t. Louls un-
eapoctodly,

SOMOUSHERS* PEACE PRHTECOST

Aick, Hay end dulie from the U, of Missourd at
SE. Lowls Mivaan Center gemeroutly provided pe A
spot in their car for the trip to Washington, D.C.
1o participate in Sojourners’ Peace Pentecost. The
prayer service in the Natfonal Cathedral om Pente-
cost fillled the Cathedral to standing roem cepaci-
ty. 1 found mysalf seasted In a talcomy, resesber-
fng the balcony | had occupled in & similar crowded

interfatith event 14 years before, during ths 1969
Octobar Moratorium amd March to end the war in Viet
Men. There i3 a vast difference belween the twd
sovements. Hodt obviously, the curreat sovesant s
not sludent Jed; nor iz it Based in the campuses.
It 15 also much more faith-based and feminist than
was Lhe peace movement of the 80°s. Religious wo-
men have played and are playing a sech more central

ol

gratitude goed 1o Dorothy Oay, Mary Luke Tobin, 5L,
Jodn Cavanaugh and Joamn Malone--women who hawe
blazed the trail.

I stayed with Luanse Schinzel, O5F. She was one
of the four women who cpened Karen House in 1977,
&% well ar Cass Nowse im 1979, snd i now tubterip-
tions editor at Sofourners. T€ wnd such 2 treat to
be with her. [ way 2 Jittle saddensd that we had
to be in separate affinity groups for the ciwil
digobedience action at the Capltol scheduled for
the next day (Pentecost Monday).

But--and | do not knew (F this i3 truly a sodel
of how God acts in huwan history--this following e-
vent | feel consclence Bound to recgunt begiuse of
the gratitude and wonderment 1€ evoked in me: The
civil disobedience action consisted of praying n
the Caplitol rotwnda, which ev{dently amcunts to
11hegal wee of symbolic la:mnﬂe under the applic=
shle ordinance. Hidway through, when about oné
third of the 250 people had béen arrested, [ ur-
gently felt nature's call. The police kindly es-
corted me forth [and back, which rather hesorously
oade me appear as 4 rejectes Trom the arrestees).
As [ was re-entering the ratynds, ont of the offi-
cers directing the proceedings pre-emptorily or-
dered me to be seated ok an entirely differeat
saction from whers [ had arisem--and exgctly nest
ta Luanne! So, she bocame #1940 gnd we F195 and we
got to spend the whole next day together--arrest,

“ulr in this movement tham they did fn the &0°s. My

The traveling Mary Dutcher, a member of the Karen House community for the past § years,
is learning Jungian psychology for the journey inward.
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hold-over and courk.

We ware given & choice of $50 or § deys In jaqy. |
chose the 5 days in Jatl, a3 did 20 other wiwen, 1n-
cluding “u”{ from Catholic Worter houses in Méw
York, Detroit and Pittsburgh: qood compamy. . .1 think
what | will carry with me mest vividly from that ex-
parignce--in addition to bo the strange hour of break-
fast im Jof1 (4:30 2.m.)=-ig tha generosity of the
various more long term pritoners who shired with =g
pEn, paper, anvelopes, candy, redding material, ete.
LNso, ] will remesber our datly perleds of prayer,
which posiesied o simplicity and Intessity in that
efviroament that ['ve rarely expericnced elsewhers. Me
prayed twice dafly, and were jolined incredsimgly by
other prisoners as cur stay progressed.

IHTE B8 UDE

Simce my retreat would not stact til Jume 6, T had
4 Treg wmek that [ promptily spent engaging {n the .
spontaneguy path-cressings with friends that came to
characterize the sumser gnd, for me, God's grace. [
vizited Chris Nieman, Ton Kegelman and their 6 month
dawghter, Madeleine in Williamsburg and participated
i thi demanstration For ecomomfc Justice st the Sum-
mit, which was occurring there that week. The liew
York Times doscribed Willimmsburg as “charming and
vapid™; but | found it werm and Ffazcimating, staying
At the Nieman's, Chriz®s parents who had Tived and
Caught Tn Japan. Tom, who works a3 3 contractor,
allmwed me to work washing windows with him for a
dey to earn encugh money to fly Pecple's Express to
ipend & few days with Botsy Comer, Rendy Kehler and
thetr daughter, Lillian, in Wedterm Massachuseits.
These are two sets of dear friends who have moved
from §t. Louis this year, whom [ was pot certain
would gee for years.

THIRTY DAY SETREAT

From Hassachusetts | ceught a bus for Albany to
begin & thirty day rerreat directed by 5t Ursula
McAghon RSCJ, at Kemwdod Convent of the Sacred Heart.
Thirty day retreats are not topics that cam be &de-
quately describad In this limited spage. 3Jo | will
simply share my conviction that far the basic, mar-
mal, married product of Americen culture, they are
an unatbiguous good. We showld enjoy them more of-
ten,

During the ¢ourse of the retreat. | unexpectedly
got to ipend cne of the ccheduled “days of repose”
with Betyy, Randy and Lilliam, who happened ta be
in the Albany ared. Even more wonderful Ty, eévents
arranged themsalves so that Tom and Bebsy would pick
me up at the &nd of the retreat to drive together
to the Catholic Herker gathering.

SOth AMM]VERSARY Of GATHERING

Pate and Ellem also represented the 5t. Louls Cath-
olic Worker at the gathering, which was held ot lmmac-
uiate Conception Semimary in Darlfington, Hew Jersey.
The sealnsry i5 soom Ml devaloped as condosinfums:
2 sign af the times? But while the two bundred odd
Workers and fellow traveblers inhabited the place, it
was difflcult to imagine & classy condaminium ever
occurring in the same spot. . .the chapel 1t %o be
“comverted” Into 2 rec room, rumor has it

It way good to see apain Deane Mowrer, Sharon Wil-
son and Annette Slees (mot "Bless”®, a1 ghe wit con-
stantly having to resin jatl ofFiclals) from our
tise together im May in *D.C.D.C." {District of Col-
ambia Dept. of Lorrections).

H{ basic mpression from the gathering 15 of the
vitality of the Cathelle Uorker sovesant as 1t potes
its S0th bir y. Thers are arcund % houses of
hospital ity afoot in the commtry. probably a largér
mgmtor than ab any time §n history, ond & whole di-
verifity of activities that Imndisate the presencs of
mngf and creativity, For instance, the FAST FOR
LiFE [an opem epdad water fast by 11 people until
there 1% & significint 3tep towards halting Lhe ams
race begun fwg. 6), 13 based dt the Oaklyne Cathalic
Horker.

CENTER OF COWCERN COMFERERCE

| was able to cateh & ride with Johs & Pawli {a
newly sarried couple} and Terry from St. Framcis OW
in Kashingtos, 0.C., where I attonded 2 couries of
the Center of Comcérn. One wai 0n [mplesenting the
Bishops’ Pastoral on Mar & Feace; amother on Ameri-
ca's Spiritual aad Secial Crisis. The Tast was a
provocative and woll=thought out snalysis of our
timtt and the Church's reiponte:, the J stages of
industrial capitalism, the significance of the wo-
m;s movement thticrﬂ}ss'::i-?d::nﬁyi ¢tfi k:.
newly expanded edition o [ : Linkin
Fatth and Justice, is uu‘ihE'I:"fm & Center; amd

ghTy mcommsnd {t. [t's the Lind of book Petar
Maurim would avidly deveur, I'm sure.

Because of all the previows “chance®™ path-crosi-
ings of the swumer, | almost took with aplosh the
newt that Randy was in the Mashington Freere office
so wo could get together for o meal.

NEN YORK CATHOLIC WORKER

I caught & ride to New York with 3 Little Sisters
of the Assumption, whose founding purpose was to
help the children of the poor whem the mothar was
111 or fncapacitated. They were groeted with famil-
1arity and aftection by Julianna at Mar se when
they deposited me at the fromt door. Almost Lhe
pext day. & whole vin load of ws sel off to Peter
Hsurin Farm, to celebrate Deans Mowrer's T7th birth-
day. [ stayed at the Farm mearly a woek, haying,
weeding, watary pictin? rasberries and reading
with Deane Sigrid Umsted's soperb biography of Cath-
erine of Slenna. [Unsted’s Kristin Lu-rntht?_gr,
originally published tn the W's, (s now recelving
acclaim and recently out in paperback edition,)
Desne & 1 fimed owr intent to g0 together to the

Seheca Women's Penck Entﬁl. Htﬁ at the farm

Retreats ... are
an unambiguous good.

e
mskes ma hope we'll scmetime have a Cathalic Worker
fare in Hissouri--soon, 1f | may be 20 bald to say.
After 2 few days back at Maryhouse, which re-
minded me& very such of Karen Howse and gave me §
confartable “at-mome™ fealing, | took the Staten Is-
land Ferry cut to spand & couple of days st Dorothy's
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beach bungalow. 1 had envigongd myself Writing a

great or prefound treatise while there on the signi-
fleance of the O to sodern weatarn culture or some-
such, But [ ccoupled myself instead more “-ﬂi and
hagpily Mihﬂﬂorﬂthy Sayers mystary and talking

gaith Kathleen and Patrick Jordam and Doris Mielsen,

womin whose story of entering the Church 13 re-
sarkably similar in detail to Dorothy's own. ToQ.
[ spant some lowely hours with “Petey” Peterson, SL,
who had & hand 4n getting the curremt St. Lowls O
on fts feat back In 1976, She studies matters Jung-
fan at the Mew School for Socfal Resesrch when the's
sot visiting Pat and Kathleen,

WOMEN'S PEACE EMCAMPMENT

AE the Women's Peace Encampment at Saneca, New
York, we from the Cathglic Worker (Deanez, Sue Seghers,
Kathleen Rumpf and 1) foumd ourselves $pontanecusly
made peacekeepers as hostile towmspeople of Watarloo
blockaded sa educational march about 100 women were
having from Seneca Falls to the Encampoent, stopping
along the way 3t sites of hittorical impoTt Tor wo-
mon's rights. The tewncpeople viewsd us as unpatrd-
atic snd did not want to allow the march 1o go thru
the town. 1t was the most Cense and hestile growp
envirorment | have ever sxparienced; As one man who
charged the women with a Toaced ¢ifle was wrestled
to the grownd, | thought lemedistaly of the Civi)
Rights Moverent amd of hiw the poss bility of vio-
lence it never Far sway. Deane, Sue, 1 and athers
formed 2 11ne Deween Uhe hostile towmspecple and
the womf who seated themielves oo the road. |
credit Deane’s age and preseace with making a $ig-
nificant contribution to peace that day. GBecause
the Sheriff's posftica {3 an elective one, the re-
tqlts of the incident worm thet a)l 53 womon wie
chose to remain sested were arrested, but mo
towmspeople except the rifle bearer and one woman
spontaneously foimed the srrestees out of cutrage
L. the injettice. Iven we peaceheepers only narrowly
missed srrest.

I spent the pext (Sus. July 31 aftarmoon tele-
phoning local raligicous pesple asking them to be pre-
sent at the large march to the Senaca Amsy Depot,
(where nuclear weopons are said Lo be stored) iched-
uled for the nest day. Everyone ] spoke with was
receptive and kind. 1 as3ume people o4 the more
official sovermment end of things must have had the
same concern a5 ma, because a state of esergency
was declared Chat night aned the Hew York State
Trotpers called out.

The Targe march of over 2,000 wimen was impres-
sive and monvinlent, though marred by the absence of
the 51 jalled women, Several heavy ralnfalls failed
to dampen spirits, but did cool things off. The 4
of ws from Cathelic Morker made our way &11 the way
to the gate, blockaded it und prayed the Offfce for
the Dead in the midat of the screass and tamts of
the Tocel people on the coe side, and hearty cheers
of sgrchers om the other, a5 ¢ach of 244 women
climbed Lhe fence.

COMMG HOME

In the mfdst of the march--should | have been
surprised’--} bumped inkte Xathy Spaar from 5t. Louls,
She and har husband of three weeks, Bi11 Potapchek,
kindly allowod me to ride back to St. Lowis with Chem,
They had just come from visfting Randy, Betsy and
Lillian. They sald they were thinking of moviag to
the morth east. [ said thet probably seant we would
be good frignds because all my dear sarried frigads
igem to move owl of S5t. Louls, which s alright as
long as 1 can coatinue to busp fnto them on an almost
regular basis, as happenad this suvemer.

The night before | left 5t, Lotds, folks such as
@it Miller, Pets Rick and Virginia Druhe presented
me with an official Ladger io keep an acoeuat
of myself, so to speak. [, however, see 1f less a
mitter of accounting than gratitude: thank you. AS
Themss Merton says in his Letter to 3 Yoeng Activ-
fst, “Im the end, 1t is the real ity of personsl re-
Jatienships that saves everything. . .7

The Dark Side of “Brightside™

By Lee Carter

e Joyce Kilmer wrote a poem that he called Trees. He told us of the beauty of
i the tress, how the birds would nest in their branches.

Mywell, there is something called "Brightside”--a project of the City of St
Louis-- which is destroying all the beauty that Joyce Kilmer wrote about. As a
northside resident for the last twenty years, it pains my heart to see how dismal
the land looks, where once stood five or six large beautiful trees.

It is now a barren strip--and a dust bowl, because a few years ago the City
came through to defoliate all the empty lots. Then the big machines came one
morning end uprootad or knocked down all the trees. We asked the drivers why.
They said they had to take out all the trees in order to plant grass.

They are taking what little beauty we have left inm our neighborhood. They
knocked down and uprooted a large walnut tree--by mistake, they said--whose
branches were loaded with nuts. The walnut tree was also the home of a little

sguirre] .

@

I think T will always be a little sick at heart when I Took out the kitchen
window at Karen House and remember the trees that once stood there.

Lee Carter, former restaurant owner and present clothing room "czar™, has been a member

of the Karen House community for the last year.
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From Cass House

By Kathy Barton

So much hags gone on Ehese Tast few =dniths that it
s difficult to know where to begin. e tloied the
house for the month of August. [t probably 15 »
good thimg bacause cur celling was literally falling
down wpon wi. One of the two house cars was total-
led. Fortemately, no one was hurt, but having ealy
ane car Vimits food pickups. We speat three dayd oo
rotrgat togethar during the braak, reflecting on the
year and growing cloeser as a3 community., It was nice
to simply emtay ¢ach others' company wilhout the
sound of bells or buzrers.

Singe last October, & 17ttle over 200 women have
stayed mith ws and--jiut guessing--1 would say at
least {Eﬂ children. Me have no estimate on the men
becawsd of missing leg books, but all 15 beds ware
full edery night, and there has always baen a weit-
ing 1958, We have served approximately 36,000
reals in that time.

Mary Elizabgth Merdlfska hat 1ived and worked
with us far severa] yeard now while earning monay
for graduste scheal. She Is finally ready and will
Teave for Louvain in Septesber to study thealogy.
It's pard to belleve she's going, but wg are 2x-
cited for her and hope for the wery best. )

Mark McCarthy, who cama to obr community in
Jenuary, 1&ft in May to take care of an 111 grand.
parent. We migs him. Jay Lasble has spent the
ummer with us and has been a delfight to have a-
rownd. 5. Ternsa Allerton, a novice with the
flaters of St. Joseph, spont =iz weaks hare this
swmwar and was a real joy. The woman could sure
scrub woedwork. We hated Lo ses her go, but |
think she will be back.

As most of you who vigit our housc imow, Bob-
bie Ross and bor children will probably have moved
by the time yoo read this. Zack organized flxing
ug Bobble's new place--patnting, glastering, taar-

ing, tearing down and rebuilding walls, stc. Very ‘ﬁ

special thanks to all who helped in this affort.
We hate to o2 Bobbie snd clam go. Sobble has tha
ability to keep her sense of humor slmost all the
timé and keeps wi on our toss by giving uf & hard
time, but what [ == reslly going &0 miss {s the
way the cooks eggs. We will miss the children,
Catherine is turning inta a Time yowng lady. OFf-
vor, my companion, will anywherg and 4 amything.
! bet Mary Effzabeth will grow up to be either a
salesparson or & con artfst. Trisha. who has
learned to say, "What is thisi™ new says it o thou-
sand btlees a day. And, of course. last but rot
least, is Stephanie, whose swile and 1awghter have
kept ux gning.

Janet Mckennis has returned from ber J week
stay at Gusbo full of many staries of the joys and
sorrows of 1ifa in a minimum security facility.

She and Mike Hcintyre chose incarcerstion Lo be
free of the restrictioms of probation &pd becowte
they didn't belimve thay noeded rehabilitation (and
16 did not want the crimimal justice fystés to waste
its poney 1n 4 uteless cause). [t 1s good to have
Jamet back with o%. '

Sr. Momick Schieber, of the Precious Blood Commem-
ity {(D'Fallon) will be joiming Sr. Carol Denabue and
the rest of us this year. She comes with experience
froe one of the Omaha Cathalfc Worker houses. Me wel-
comg her with open ares.

Willie Robindan, who has been 2 1ive-in volumteor
since last year, moved cut the first of August. Me
with him well and thask him for all that he has
thared. :

1T will clote by saying & very, very specia

thanks to a1l who have kept us going. Mech love ,ﬁ

to you.

Kathy Barton has lived at Cass House for a year arid a half. She is also a stu-

dent and legal secretary. Periodically, her dog, Brummy, stays with us as well.
OCTOBER 23 MARCH AND RALLY TO STOPTHE CRUISE AND PERSHING -
FREEZE THE ARMS RACE. March tothe Arch begins at | pm at Lyons Park (South Broadway

gt Arsenal.) Rally beglns at 3 pm at the Arch. This event Is part of worldwide demonstrations resisting
the Cruoige and Pershing missiles, on the weekend of Oct. 23,

“AN NUAL:; APPEAL

Dear f{riends,
Without your generosity, we will be ont of fands before the next issue of the Round Tablé appears.
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