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“...a path from where we are to where we should be.” --Peter Maurin




WHY THIS ISSUE?

One evening al Mnss early this sumser, 8 community semher said he was
thankful for having just had the opportunity te go fishing, for the good
fortune to catch some fish, and for the grace to know he was of the earth
when he ate the fish, He said it was a sscramentnl moment.

lo this 1ssue we hope to exsmine some of those moments of truth when wo
know that our spirits as well as our bodies are of the earth.

Initinlly, when we discussed whether to choose "the land” ms the theme,
we considered writiog on soi1l erosion, agribusiness, cvosh cropping, strip
mining, deforestation. We resembered Cesar Chavez saying bere in St. Louis
that the U.S. spends more to store surplus food that we pay for farm laobor;
and we considered articles oo the politics of hunger and on migrant work—
ers. We decided not to write aboult the cries of anguish from ocur earth and
those whoe ti1ll it; but to reguest insteoad some reflections on the land as a
scource of our Joy.

Pat Coy deacribes some charpcleristics of apirituality rooted in experi-
ences of nature and the risk we run of alienating ourselves from God when
we separate guraelves from the earth.

Chris Montesunc of Sheep Ranch Catholic Woerker Fars in Califernia
restates Peter Maurin's vision of bhow things should be. It is pot enough to
offer urbon hospitality and to resiast war. The noclear alley we've come
down is & dead end $o we must turn around and go back to the land.

Joe Angert took and developed the pictures for thia issue, which indeed
speak a thousand words nbout land and God.

Gregory Cusack of the National Catholic Rural Life Conference recalls
his childhood rapture with the natural world.

Mike Mclntyre apd Janel McHennis write their final House columms. Teka
Childress concludes the issue with her reflectiocns sbout how friends in the
poorest lands keep Lbe auffering of the poor in our minds always.

Reading these essays, I remesber Isaish's promiss that

Ne child ahall ever again die ap infant

or fail to live out life....

My people shall build houses and live to inhabit them,

Plant vineyards and eat their fruit;...

My pecple shall live the long life of n tree,

And my chosen shall enjoy the feruil of their labor, (Is 65:20,21,23)

Isaimh's vision is our hope and prayer and gives purpose to our lives.

+Mary Ann McGivern, S.L.

the St. Lows Catholic Worker Community
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SPIRITUALITY AND ECOLOGY
by Patrick G. Coy

"Drive life into Lhe cormer and reduce
it to its simplest terms." S0 went the
advice of Heory David Thoreau while living
his selitary life at Walden Pond. What was
valupble advice in the 1840's is even more

g0 to us: the jnhabitants of the wnecha-
pized bhigh tech U.5. society of  the
1980's. It is difficult for us not te live
a life far removed from Ils origins.
Artificinl c¢ovirooments like shopping
malls and spreawling supermarkets {(whera
one's every media-created "oeed” can  be

readily answered} are becoming more the
porm than the exceptlon. Agribuainess and
our wbao/suburban life patierns create o
seldoo-scaled wall between such elemental
human experiences as sowing, reaping,
effering thapksgiving and eating. The sad
resull being that the interrelestednesa of
all life, apd its consequent interdepen-
dence, easily elude the grasp of our
minds, and more Iimportantly, the embrace
of our hearts.

From a mopastery peatled in the wooded
hills of Kentucky, Themas Merton taught
us—over and over again—that so much of
truth is paradoxical. We ahould not be
surprised then, when we drive life and
nature ipto a prover—Tilled corner of our
livea only to dizcover its simplest ferms
to be quite complex: namely, the interre—
latedoess of all life.

This insight is so fundamentol it is
the engine which pulls the theistic Lrain
through human histery. Without exception,
the great religions of the world recognize
the essential unity of all life. The
Creator God iz the ultimate source of that
oneneas. For we experience God as a
unitive force, oot a divizsive one; =&
reconcliling grace, not a driver of wedges,

The Fsalms nre a oear relentless recount-
ing of God’s glory and holiness revealed
in the besuty and upity of the natural
world: “The heavens are telling the glory
of God" (Ps 19:1). The humnn task i1s to
understand this basic unity of nature as
the manifestation of Ged’'s power, wisdow,
and unbounded love.

When we {ntuit and enter intoe the
mystery of the uwniverse—which is the
creative force of love—our own ability
nnd desire to love iz  increased. We are
all possessors of this power—to love., Tt
ie eur birthright., That 1is why when we
lock faceup into the cleanaing waters of a
summer thundershower, or stop to examine a
flower and contemplate the systery of
pollinaticn, the harmopious wmvstery of
noture resonstes within our being. We are
then bidden forth to wventure out of
ourselves in loving service, We assume our
biblical rele as co—creators, contribut-
ipg to an increase in the sum total of
God's love in the world. For our spiritual
pilgrimage to be wholistic, and for us to
arrive gt its destination, we must ewokeno
end cultivate an apprecialion of nature.

Have vou ever wondered why when it
snows people become spontanecusly playful,
and are infinitely more willing to go out
of their way to help ench other out? It is
a momen! of being plunged into the cre-
ative energies of the universe, relecased
through the falling sgow, It is a time of
beipg freed Tfrom the prison of our own
sell-interest; o moment when we have been
forced, quite literally, to confront our
relationship te the environment. Conse—
quently, it is a time when we recognize,
at least implicitiy, that we have all bean
shnped and molded from the same hatch of
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clay, by the sameé Master Pottier. We know
we are part of a divinely delicate—though
infinitely powerful—web of ecosystems
that the Native Americans refer to aimply
as "the land". (For most traditional
Native Americans, "land” iz a generic term
peaning & unity of land, water, and air.
For others, It refers to the unity of all
life forms as well. It is in the latter
sengse that I' use it here and throughout
this article.)

If we had eyes to see, ears to hear,
and a heart softened by meditation on the
patural world, reality would present
itself to wus in vastly different terms
thun our throw-sway consumer culture
allows. For the world is net so smuch a
pyramid, with us at the top, a2 it is &
web of interlocking relationships. As
Chief Seattle said, “"bumenkind did oot
weave the web of life, but is werely =n
strand in 1t." Heality is less Jecob's
ladder and more Sarah's circle. Put
simply, we are in need of some humility
when it comes to understanding ouwr rela-
tienship to Lhe land.

The Zen master Rikyu best 1llusirates
this 1in the following. In reading the
story, it is helpful to knoow that io Zen
Buddbhism, the tea ceremony is, essential-
ly, liturgy.

"When his new tea-room and garden werse

completed, he invited a few friends taq

a tea ceremony for the house—wearming.

Enowing the greatness of Bilkyu, the

guests expected Lo find some ingenious

design for his garden which would make
the best use of the sea, the house
being oo the slope of a hill. Bul when
they arrived, they were amazed to find
that a number of large evergreen trees
had heen planted en the side of the
garden, evidently to obstruct the view
of the sea. They were at a loss Lo
understand the meaning of this.

When the time came for the guests to

enter the tes—room, they proceeded to

the stone water basin to rinse their

mouths and wash their hands, n gesture
of symbolic cleansing, physically and
mentally before entering the lea-room.

Then it was that when the guestis
slooped to scoop oul a dipperful of
water from the water basin, only in
that humble posture were they suddenly
able to get & glimpse of the shimmering
gea in the distance by way of an
opening through the trees, thus msaking
them realize Lthe relntionship between
the dipperful of water in their hands
and the great ocean beyond, and also
enabling them to recognize their awm
position in the universe. They were
thua breught into a correct
relationship with the infinite.™

-Knowledge of God-

It is not too much to say that love of
the land brings kpowledge of God. Just ns
in elothing the nsked we clothe Christ,
and in performing loving seérvice to others
we come Lo know God standing amongst us,
so too in caring for the lapd do we come
to know the many lines in the face of God.
For ome is pever nlone in pature, but
accompanied by an intimste companion—a
God who, as in (enesis, walks with us in
the garden during the cool of the evening.
In nature, the Creator God is conatant 1m
her surrounding presence. Miracles of life
and love abound. Theopbanies wait under
every overturned rock; and in the symphon-
ic music of every tree ruatling in  the
wind.

It was while living by the sea oo
Staten islend that Dorothy Day finally
began to answer the relentiess coall of
God—the call Fronces Thempson referred to
in his poem entitled "the FAound of Heavy-
en"”, She tells us in From Union Square To
Home that while walking the beaches of
Raritan Bay, she began Lo recoguize nature
ns an arresting sign of God, and thal she
unconsciously begen to pray, only later
coming to realize what delight this gave
her. This, along with her experience ol
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grwipg birth to ber daughter Tapor, was
the beginning of her conversion. It was
then that she set her face to Jerusulem,
turning her life over to God, come what
mAy.

In Dorothy's case, one can’t help but
wonder if she was not olready taking teo
heart the words of a novelislie character
she later came to love, Fr. Zosaima, found
in Doatoeyecvsky's novel, The Brothers
Karasazov. On his deathbed, the wsonk
imparted these final words of wisdom to
his fellowers, "Love all God's creation,
the whale and every grain of swnd of it.
Love every leaf, every ray of God's light,
every animnl... If you love everyihing,
vou will perceive the divine mystery in
things."

The simple truth here is that inside
each bird song listened to, earh garden
weeded, every fish caught, cleaned and
eaten respectively, is n glimpse into the
beat which already lies in our henrts,
waiting to be recugnized as nothing less
than the isage of God. The irony and the
challenge 12  that such =a simple
process—to see the face of God in nature
and ourselves—takes such diseipline. Bul
the discipline lies noat in recognizing God
in Lthe mirror of pature. That is a blue
chip guarantes, The Gtrick lies rather in
perely saking the time to look. For what
iz spoken of here is simply another fora
of prayer; another way of seeing =nd
reflecting on reality.

But the humsn heart is all toe often
prideful and arrogont. e have
misinlerpreted the dominien granted us im
Genesis for domination. We trude biblical
stewardship for economic exploitation. And
80 we destroy the land, building castles
on sand foundatiops in the form of nuclear
povier plants constructed over major fault
lines in the earth’s crust. Ip the pro-
cess, we stupidly gnaw owny at our own
umhilical cord 1o a mecapiogful and holy
oxistence, Carl]l Jung stales a= much:
"People who know nothing sbout nature are,
of course, neurotic, for they are not
adapted to reaslity."” Similarly, Christian
foundational theology has always pamed the
woability of being able to accurately
perceive reality ps 8 charscteristic of
being in a "state of sip.”

My desire here is not teo lay vyet
another neurosis at our doorstep which we
have to "get in touch with.™ Lord knows we
all struggle with enough of Lhenm already®
Yet the concerns of environmental ethics

are inescopab Karen Heusg Cafhplic Vorkes 43146214052 wwy

dintly life snd must be dealt w@with., Heason
alone should tell us that destroying the
environment s iepractical. Ow  feith
informs us it is sinful, nothing if not
blasphescus. Then blasphemers we must be.
For the exsmplea are legion.

Environmental Ethics-

The accumulation of toxins in the enviren-
ment and in human bodies is nearly beyand
copprehension. We see it rear its  ugly
head here at the Worker in the form of
lead poisoping. In the U.5. we now treat
15,000 ehildren n year for lead poisoning.
Over 200 of those fortunate encugh ta
receive treatsent asuffer persanent dsmage.
We may never peed Llo push the button
bringing on puclear winter. The radiosc-
tive weste generated by our noclear
weapons production is already doing
irreparable harm to the land. Of the

S AT

50,000 hozardous waste zitea in the U.5.,
the E.P.A. reports 350 of them are so
hazardous that they should be likened to
“"chemicnl time bombg. " OF the B1 million
tons of bazardous industrial waste “'pro-
duced" in 1980, the E.P.A. estimates only
10X was disposed of properly’ As if that
weren’t bad enough, topsoil erosion is now
the worst couse of inland water pollution
in the U.5. aAnd it is disappearing at
truly alarming rates, with & third of ouwr
over-so-precicuys  topseil now  last Lo

b
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We need to listen spew to the words of
the founder of the science of ecology,
Wisconsin naturalist Alde lLeopold, whose
19499 book, 4 Sand County Almansc, is the
¢lmssic in the field. Leopold argued that,
"We abuse the land because we regard it as
8 commodity belonging to us. When we see
lend as a compunity to which we belong, we
may begin to use it with love and re-
spect.” For too long we have sisply not
been able to see the forest for the saw,
the hill for the mipe, or the river for
the dam.

And so, Jjuat as Siddharths was ip hia
early life, we remsin spiritual peaupers on
a pllgrimage to nowhere, for we know not
from whence we have coma.

The greed which, naccording to  the
copgressional Office of Technology Assess-—
ment, puta 255 millien metric tome of
hazardous chemical wastes into the envi-
ronment each vyear {(more than a ton for
each U.8 citizen!], is of a piece with the
greed which keeps 30 pony wmembers of  the
Soutbarn hemispherg in poverty, unshle tao
meat their basic needs. It is no accident
that the environsenlL s oflen most dede-
crated (literally: "te viglate the sancti-
ty of”) where poor folk live. The spent
land of the Appalachian people, the
uranium mine-studded and irradiated Jands
of Native Amerjcana, the Black ghettos of
the urban U.S., nnd the depuded tropical
forests of Latin America now being
short-sightedly used for export-cropping
give credence to the words of Leo Tolatoy:
“If the arrangement of society is bud and
o small nusber of people have power over
the majority and oppress it, every victory
over nature will inevitaebly serve only tao
in¢rease that oppression.”

But we need to go beyvond Tolstoy. We
mugt step perceiving the world through the
prism of malae eyes jaded by maschismo.
Nature is not a hostile force over which
we must reign victorious. Our just rela-
ticnaship to the lpnd 3% rather a founds-
tion for a whelistic spirituality attuned

to the soqimh HoREHRBIOWorkdt® 3 40657 %d52  www karer

-Reconciliation-

For the prophets, for Jesus, and for
the early Christian church, spiritunl
decay was often linked with the unjust and
inequitable uses of land. Christ szsid we
are not to offer our gift at the alter
till we have sought recoocilistion with
our peighbor. In matters ethical, the man
from Galllee was a maxipalist: he was the
scourge of the Pharisees because he wns
always widening and deepening the spirvit
of ethical injunctions. So it is we can
confidently say that until we've attempted
restoration of our land relationship, the
gltar should be approached with equal
trepidation. How can we try and glorify
God by offering the "fruits of the vine
und work of humsn hands" one moment, when
scments before and after we are blissfully
ignorant of the woeful state of the gifts?
Invincible jgnorance this is not. Recon-
cilietioen is a2 possible and s necessary
here as  in cur interpersonnl relations.
Such, 5t. Paul tells us, is the universal
redemption won by Christ.

Wendell Barry writes oftem of  his
project to reclaim nn wsbused and deeply
eraoded farm in the Kentucky hills. He says
that “in doing these things we have begun
a restoration and a healing in ourselves.”

I have often reclaimed unnecessoary casp-
fire rings which blecken and scar other—
wise aesthetically pleasing campsites.
They are left by cempers for whom  one
established fire ring is not enough, who
are seemiogly motivated by ‘"more iz

er” rather than by a agairn Lo commune

bette [
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with nature. For each campsite restored,
some of my own brokensess and sinfulness
has been healed. 1 leave feeling betler
nhout =ysell, and the world. And 380 it
goes for all us: for every backyard
lovingly tended: every  plastie  bag,
aluminum can, newspaper and glass bottle
recycled; every vacant lot made green with
vegetable gardens; wsnd every gallon of
water displaced and conserved by Lhe
placing of a brick intoe the toilet tanok,
health is restored on all sides.

These experiences speak of the intimnte
relationship between people and the land.
We are left with & sense that the destiny
of one is tied to the destiny of the
other. It ie finally destiny, and posteri
ty, that we must be concerned with, As
Chief Seattle warned us as he signed over
Native American Lands in 1854, ‘“Whatever
befalls the earth befalls the children aof
the eartk. If people spit upon the ground,
they spit upon themse]ves ™

Cur mandate 1w Lo drive life into the
corner; reduce It Lo its sisplest Lerms,
Then we will know the divine mysterv. For
those Lerms are one  in the same with the
lunar and tidal rhythes whichk pulae
through esur veins, our poods, pur menstru
al cycles, and our gardens. It is the same
force which drives the salmoen up the river
to spawn, compels people to make love,
friends, and music, and directs the birda
along their treacherous seasonal migration
routea. Tt is fipally the same force which
impels dod to redeem not only the earth,
but our faltering attempts to live loving-
ly. 1t is the unitive force of unbounded
divine love, revealed in Jesus the Christ,
Once glimpsed between the trees,and bowed
to 1n humility, we may proceed to break
our bresd, and driok our tea. For =
harmonious relationship with all of

creation is again possible.

To live we musr daily break the bady and shed ihe blood of Crea-
tion, When we do this knowingly, lovingly, skiflfully, reverenrly, ir
is a sacrament. When we do it ipnorandly, preedily, climsily,
destructively, it is a desecration. In such desecration we condemu
ourselves io spiritual and moval loneliness and others to want,

Wendell Berry
The Gifr of Good Land
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A Hebrew Sings The Glories Of Creation...

Blesa Yahweh, my soul.

Yahweh my God,bow grent you are!
Clethed in mnjesty and dlory,
wropped in a robe of light!

You streteh the heavens out like o tent,
you build vour pealece on the watera above;
using the clouds ms your chariar,

you advance op the wings of the wind;

you use the windsg na pessengers

god Tiery (lomes o5 servaota.

You Tixed the eaFth on 1ts foundations,
unshoakenble for ever and ever;

you wrapped 1t with the deep as with a raobe,
tha nwoters overtopping the meuntains.

At your reproof the waters took to Tlight,
they Tled at the sound of your thunmder,
cascnding over the mountaipa, into valleys,
down te the roderveir you made for Lhew;
you loposad the limitle thay must not crosse,
pr they weuld opce more fleood ths Jand.

You met sprioge gushing in ravioes,
running down betwesen the mounteins,
supplying water for wild animnle,
attracting the thirsty wild donkeyas;

pear there the birdes of the air make sests
and sing smong the Branches.

fropm vyour panlece you water the uplends

untkil the groumd hae all your hemvans offer;
vyou make fresh graeas grow for cmttle

sod those plunta woade wse of by your people,
for ther to get food from the woil:

wine to make them chaerful,

il Lo make them happy

and bresd to pake them atrong.

The trees of Yohweh gat rain epough,

thpose cedars of Lebancn God plantaed;

here the little birda build their nest,

on the high branches, the atork has o home.
For the wild gorts there ore the mountmins,
tp the crage rock-badgera bhides.

You made the moon to tell the seascoa,
the sun kmows when to Acl: )

you bring darkneas on, night falle,
pll the forest anlmals come out!
gavage llons roaring for their prey,
¢laimiong their food for God.

The supn Placs, they retire, ,
going back to lie dowp in their lairs,
snd people go our te work,

snd to laber until dusk.

Yahweh, what variely you have created,
arranging everything vo winely!

Earth is full of thinge you hove made:

apong them vast expanse of ocean,

taeping with countless cre=atures,
creatures large and small,

with the shipe geing to and fro

and Leviathan Whom you mode to amuse you.

All éeremturesm depend on you

to feed thems Lhroughout the year;

vou provide the food they est,

with generous hand you sntisfy their hunger.

You turn vour fnce away, they auffer,
you mrtop their breath, they die

and revert te dust.

You give breath, fresh life begion,
you keep renewing the world,

Glery for ever to VYahweh!

May YTnbweh find joy im 8l]l creatlon,
at whose glances the earth tresbles,
at whoge toweh the mgupteinm smoke!

I senn to alng ta Tmhwsbh all my life,

I mean to play for my God as long as I live.
May these reflections ghve God pleasurs,

as much nx Yahwah given wel

May sinpers vanish frem the sarth

and the wicked exist oo more!

BElema Yahweh, &y aoul.

... Pgsalm 104
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THE ROQUND TABLE INTERVIEWS

CHRIS MONTESANO OF SHEEP

RANCH CATHOLIC WORKER FARM

RT: Describe in some detail your life

and
work thers at Sheep Rench Farm, in terms

of the routine, cotinge industries, and
how you make ends meet,
Chris: Shortly after 5:30 in the mporning

we go out mnd milk the goats—a chore
which usually kakes asbout an hour and =&
half. Depending en the seasan we may be
spending the rest of the day on crafts or
farm chores. Sometimes the chores iovolve
sharing child care, cooking, and cleaning.
We all take turps doing these chores as
well as the regular farm work. In  the
afterncon around 5:00 we have the after—
noon milking chores. Milk snimals have to
be milked Iwice au day at twelve hour
intervals. For us it bhas been & unigue

experience to see the amount of work
involved when we don't get our miik io @
carton.

In terms of making ends mect, we have
been developing & candle craft, where we
produce scented candles and  beeswax
capdles. We started with the intenticm of
providing candles for churches, and
discovered thot there was o highly cop-
trolled market, and we were npot able to
break into it. So we started meking
scented candies as well., We began to sell
these at various churches, ood have had
gome succeas with that as well as wmail

prder business. We've had the greatest
succesa with crafts in the meking of
advent wreaths. We have advertised these
and shipped them all across the country.
Last year that was one of our biggest
selling items. We also make Christmas door
spraya which we sell locally, and this too
brings in & fair asmount.

Our crafts at this time have not heen
able to =support the farm—far from it.
fither Catholic Worker houses have helped
ns out to meet our expenses. We hope pext
yvear to get the candle ¢raft to the poiot
where 1t will fully support the farm. In
the mine years we've been here we hove
learned how naive we were pbout the amount
of mopey 1t would tmke Lo establish the
farm. Purt of that iz becasuse of the very
dry climate here, as irrigation and water
systems are key nnd very expensive.

HT: What was Peter Maurin’s philosophy
of work?
Chris: Peter did not believe that work
equals wages., Peter was critical of both
the capitalist as well as the cosmunist
societies, and eaven socialist societies.
one of the areas in which they made a
major mistnke was how they regarded work.
Work wias regarded ns an exchange for money
and Peter felt that this was really 8
proatitution of work. In 1ta essence, work

Chris Montesano is ope of the [Tounding mesters of Sheep Ranch Catbolic
Worker Farm in Californin. Write bhim st P.O. Rox 53, Sheep Ranch, €A, 95250
(209-728-2193), for a list of candles and other crafits avajlable,
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was a gift that cone gives for the common
good, upon which you cannot place a
price. This very radically penstrates to n
lot of the exploitation ian our society,
because so much exploitation is based on
what people are payed for the work thay
do. The work that they do is not seen &3 a
gift given Ffor the common good. I1f one
were to begin to create'a Jjust arder, a
society where it is ewsy for one to be
good, this has to be one of the primary
bases for that kind of society—a redef:
pition of work.

Pree: Mg i Meryfiom in [PV erphe yean befone s doach Commrary Mas-
apemane Ulmeserymy fun bsven

RT: Cam you say anything sbout the theo-
logical underpionings of Peter’s vision?
In what ways waa his faith the foundation
of his vision?

Chris: Ome of the foundations that led to
thie radical view of work wes Peter’s
spirituslity. When one looked upon life as
having its essence in faith, and haviaog
its essence in one's relationship to God
and peighbor, then all was defined io a
totally new, totally different way. Fraoyer
end the life of the Spirit were ecssential
to Peter. In terms of forming cosmunities,
Peter always talked about them as being s
synthesis of cult (the primacy of the
spiritual), culture {liternture, reading,
art, susic), and culrtivation (the warking
of the land). Peter read the scriptures as
well as the writings of the day, and he
tried to find = woy of synthesizing the
twa, of combining thes—of taking whaot was
very human, looking et iL in the 1Lght of

faith, and cuuln%:u with a oew vis
Karen Hous:
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Peter believed that there were Lhree
questions which all of us should continu-
ally kesp before us. The first guestion is
why are things the way they ore. We can
toke that question and #say, why is it we
have 1 opuclear arsenal to protect owr—
selves. Why [s 1t we find owr prisons
primarily populated with the poor? Wwhy do
we have whole sectors of our society where
people have far more than they need, and
we have other sectors where people do pot
have enough” Why oen a lerger world scale
do we have & situsation wherc we who are
anly B% of the world's populetion consume
Blmost half of the world's goods? Why? Why
is it o country like ours, which ia 30
powerful, 18 so hent on destroying the
country of Nicaragua?

One hns to Jlook at how should things
be. I recall that the opening statesent of
Pope Paul VI’s encyclical Progress of the
People had cne of the most rodical effects
on my life: "what most people aspire to
todoy is better living conditions, better
housing, better working conditions. In
brief, poople seek to have more, in order
to do more, in order to be more—when most
people live in conditiona which make these
lofty desires illusory.” The last word,
illusory, bod an profound ispact on my
life. T began to look at these realities
of today—why 18 it ] was part of a
country that consused so much, why we were
fighting in Vietnmm, why we had a nuclear
arsenal.

One has to say in all honesty that the
foundation of the society, the absclute
botiom line, is greed, Qur society is
founded 4dn fulfilling our every need,
want, desire. When this is compared to the
rest of the world, it is not right, it is
not just.

Then Peter posed the second question,
how should things be. The first thing that
Jesus said is that we should change our
hearts, for the Reign of Ged i2 at haeod.
Whal does that change of heasrt mean for us
today? It means that our life has to move
from a basis of selfishness, a basis of
greed, to one of jiving. Peter said he
wanted us to become 2 soclety of
go-givers, not go-getters. This is the
Gospel’s c¢all. And also to seek lirst the
Heign of God and ite justice. The  justice
of this reign is very simple. Jesus said
"I wns hungry nod you pgave me food to
eat.. .1 was thirsty. ... " Our judgement is
how we are going to concrelely change
these realities. How are we golng to
TT5ue M0 Bifhe those who do not



have, do have? One of the challenges
todny, Helder Camara tells us, je thal we
now have structural Injustice; injustice
ia rooted in the capitalist system, il's
rooted 1in  structures of  exploitation
through sultinationals. We have got to
resist these things and stand up to
structural injustice. :

How de we make that path, from how
things are to how things should be? Jn

L A B L

...;.a,‘

Peler’s visiun the [irst thing was Lo meet
the immediate needs of the pooar—to ser
Lhat people are fed, housed, clothed. That
was the beginning of a revolution, of =a
path, from how things mre to how things
should be. When we realize that there is
the structural ipjustice wa have to hegin
Lo cutl ourselves off from it.

RT: Does Peter's vision of land use
conflict with contemporary trends in the
iI.5,, eapecinlly the trends toward fTewer
end larger farm=s run en e corporste basis
and fewer people making a living directly
off the land?

Chris: The third part of Peter's vision is
how things should be: the return to the
land and the creation of farming comsuni-
ties. Peter realized that onoe of the
sources of this exploitation, one of the
gources of the beginning of the msultine-
tional corporations, was that people had
been removed from the land. High industri-
mlization led to more exploitatiom, led to
the centrelization eof woney, wealth,
power, into the hands of the few, rather
Lthan (ms 1o the Gospel) our secking leas
power, to give rather than Lo gel. Peter
felt that in order to restructure society,
we hnd te move townrd an agrarlian society.
Agrarien societies do pot exploit, as the
praimacy of what people do is functional.

The ground of the poor yields much food but is swept
away by injustice, Proverbs 13:233

it is fupcticnal because it moets people’s
needs, rather than meeting people’s
greeds., The society he was envisioning wos
one whare each person would work sccording
to their ability and receive according to
their need—a sgociely based on justice.
Peter saw that in beginning te build
farming commupilies we would construct a
new society in the shell of the old, where
it would be easier for people to be good,
easier to pursue a life of service rather
than a 1ife of greed.

How do we make that happen? That is one
of the most difficult guestions we face
today. Peter has given us a vision, and
has returned our hearts to the Gospel. The
first step is to take that step
ourselves--Lhat's the foundation—to begin
to move Lo the land ourselves. This is n
very, very isportant part of Peter’
vigsion.

Karen House Catholic Worker 314.621.4052 www.karenhousecw.org 1840iHqogge-St. qupispu@;ﬁg[qu
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Qur attirude toward nature is simply an extension of our
artitude toward ourselves, and toward sne another,
Thomas Merton

The beauty of nature which includes the seund of waves,
insects, and cicadas in the trées ...all were part of my joy in
nature that brought me 1w the church.

Deorothy Day




We would be coneributing to the misery and desperation of the
world {fwe failed to rejoice inthe sun, the moon, the siars, and
the rivers.

Derothy Day

]
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This vision definitely conflicts with
the direction our society is Eolng  in
today. Small farms are closing, the
owpership of the land is being ceptralized
in the banda of the few. The structure of
land holdings is becoming much more

similar to what we =mee in Latin America.
In many of these countries the contrel of
in the hands of the few. We
in that

the land is
are moving more and more
tle.

direc-

BT: How do you respond to those who
diamiss Peter's vision as anachronistic
{based on imsginary past), or unrealistic
(in conflict with prescot econemic renli-
ky)?

Chris: I know that some people within the
movement, and without, often dismiss
Peter’s vision ns unrealistic and anachro
nistic. T don't agree with that. I think
Peter wns guite correct when he said Lhat
when you are going down » blind alley, the
only thing to de is turm around and go
back. This is essential, even i1f yom are
involved in nuclear resistance, doing all
one can to stop nuclesr weapons (and we
need that witness and it is very 1mpor—
tant). The reaszon we have theme weapons is
to maintain the {.5. middle-class life
style, to meintain the urbanization of
this country, to maintain the power and
energy needed to support this life style.
We hove to exploit the world. This life
style has got Lo change, il has to become

more in accrpd, Wik G diter 04141835 4683 Milvw ka

Both resistance and haspitality have

got to go on...l think it is very

important that all Catholic Workers,

all resistance communitles, have

farms.

So even when living a life of resistence,
one is often plugging into the same power
compunies and using the smme gas. The Tood
one eats comea from the corporate farms.
Cortainly, both resiatance and hoapi

tality have got to go on. But Just as
well, there have to be some of us who are
really, conecretely working to change the
atructure, change the society —to move in
directions that are not exploitative, that
uré hased on justice and an sgrarien mode.
Unless we move Lowards an sgrarien mode,
we are going to have to maintain the
weapons, we Bre going to be supporting
those multinational corporation, we are
going to be supporting structurnl imjus-
tice, Ap imporimnt act of resistmnce is to
begin te go to the root of the problem.
Feter helieved that thesa communities were
golog to the root of the problem. All of

these thipgs—the hospitality, resistance
to the arms race, resistance Lo  our
policies in Central America-—all things

have to go oo band in band with creating »
society that is based on an agrarian,
non-exploitative moddie. This is
egsential—that all of us work together.

s PINTAILE

KT: How centrnl is Peter’s vision of the
land to the Catholic Worker movement? For
exmmple, should every CW community strug

Lenhoﬁs‘e"cz:w.\cl')lr"“g F%!lgﬂégia?\%t. LE)J‘IS% 69“)6 farm?
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Chris: I thipnk it is very important Lhat
all Catholic Workers, all resistance
comrunities, have fourms. Bevond that, even
in the larger movement it's important. For
exagple, I've pever seen anything of Lhis
kind in Sojourmers, which I copsider a
very significant, important  movement.
There is & failure to mnke connectiens in
some of these circles—recognizing some of
the very concrete ways that society has
got to change. All these comminities peed
to establish, as well as their work in the
cilies, farming commumities. I[t's pot =&
static iden, either. Even in the eities
people can establish farmping types of
cammunities, Those changes have to come in
the cities tgo. We are just in the begin

ning stnges of this movement,

BT: Do you agree with whose who contend
that the "back to the land" aspect of the
Catholic Worker is the least realiatic and
has met with the most failure?

Chris: It’s true that people say that.

Part of that probles bas been that most
farma have often evelved to houses of
hospitality oen the land. That has often
hampered Lthe ability of the cammunitiea to
become working ferms. 1t has also hampered
the development of crafts. Crafts are also
essentinl —another means te help support
these kinds of communities. Most farms,
includiog ours, are nol economically
self-aufficient.

[ hope we are coming to a point in
Worker farm history where we recognize
Lthat because of structural injustice 1in
sociely, as essential as lhospitality is
(and it is extremely important), equally
essential is the establishment of working

farms. They should provide enough for the
cormunity and some extra for the poor. It
is Amportant that hospitality not  be
allowed to stapd in the way of these other
things. Those of us who are committed to
farms today need to have the courage to
move in those directions. Sometimes that's
going to mean saying no to hospitality.

It's going to mean limited hospitality,
keeping a balance between hospitslity and
establishing an on-going farm. If not, owr
farms will continue to meet with {ailure.
We pre beginoing te explore new ways of
doing hospitality—instead of providing
hospitality to the urban poor {who have no
experiepce of life on the farm}, providing
it to rurnl poor. In Nicaragua they
provided land first to the rural poor.

RT: Is not Sheep Ranch Farm ope of the
most successful of the Cathelic Worker
farms?

Chrig: 1'd like to say that I consider our
farm bere to be at the beginoning stages. [
hope with God's blessing and gi1ft that our
family will remain here over the years. We
are coomilted to the long haul, which is
necessary to having farms work. Ope of the
realities that we have peglected to look
at 1z that Peter Maurin envisioned =a
society that bad the cultural backdrop in
which it was created, There were genera

tiong of labor that had gene into cremliog
that society. For us te thipk that in two
or three generations we arc going o
nchieve that 1= naive, think that this
of work is intended for all of our lives.
With God’s grace, hopefully there will be
athers te carry on this work.
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RECOLLECTIONS OF CHILDHOOD:
THE WONDER OF NATURE

by Gregorv D. Cusack

Thi=s iz not ®n easy time to be fighting
for the lmand, or for the people of the
land either, The ideas that "bigger must

be better", that "conatant expansion is
the essence of the Amerieman game", and
that “enly the isefficient will oot
survive” have deep rocts io our thinking.
Basic to our problem is that we have,
individually and as & peopla, become

sundered from the land.
Ooly fifty years ago,
but one or two geperations at the most
frem living and working en the land., Ino
the 19303 almost half of our fellow
citizens still did so. Today, with less
than 3% of our people engaged in fermiog,
and most of the rest of us living in urbem
settings, it is much more difficult ¢to
experience the rhythms of the earth and
our intimate ties to the rest of creatiom.

most of ua were

As most of us will not returm te work or
farm the land, how do we rediacover wmnd
reform our intimate ties with the rest of
crent ion?

One reatorative avenve open to us is
BEROLY.

1 was born and reised upriver from St.
Louis, in the ({ormer riverbeat) town of
Davenport, lowa. 1t wns easy there for a
child in the 1950s to grow up relatively
close to, end involved with, nature.

Within & few city blocks of py boyhood
home, dozens of acres of “undeveloped”
land, still in its virgin forested state,
lay beckoning. I fondly recall the many,
many daya ny childhood friends and 1
roamed throughout those woods in our play,
a8ll the while becoming more familiar with
the ways of plant mnd animal life salike.
Although I did not dwell on it then {there
was no peed to), the "putdoors” felt very
much like an extensicn of me, and I of 1t.

These and other similar experiences
oocurred at a crucial time in my life and
are, perhaps, reaponsible for why 1 found
it difficult in @y paturing yoars Eo
regard pature png  something “inanimate”,

———am

merely to be manipulaked to suit owr
changing whims.

I remwember vividly being jarred by
others® quite different views of nature.
For example, in my davs as i mesher of the
Iowa House of Hepresentatives [ often
attended wmectings wherein “developers”
spoke of the land's "higheat and best use”
ns being the dollars it would bring on the
market. Such statescnts, and the pentality
behind them, profoundly troubled me, for
it represented an attitude quite alien Lo
my own experience. Being forced to grapple
with that point of view helped me to begin
Lo connect the growing despoilment of the
land and 1ts creatures with our spiritusl
alienation from God's creation.

In our obsessive pttempts Lo "use"”
everything, including people, we gseem to
have lost sight ef the wonder all about

ug, and of our interrelalionships with all
af creation.

Do you remember how “magical" every-
thing seened to you when youw were a child?
When each day brought thrilling unknowns,
cncounters with things vet unnesed or, at
the least, unexperienced? When each hour
brimmed wilh the poasible, the
ag-yet-undone? How everything was, indeed,
part of our world to know and to explore?
Perhaps this is one of the things Jesus
had in mind when he said "unless you turm
and become like little children, you will
not enter ints the kingdom of heaven.”
(Matthesw [8:3-4) In so many ways, children
truly seec more than we adulbs.

This was brought home to me with
renewed force when in January of 1683 1
wos alsost killed in a traffic asecident,

Gregory Cusock I§ves
Do Sl Mo R B B i
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During my recovery, as the realily of whal
hed almost heappened to e reslly sank in,

1 was Lrieflly able to once again expoeri=-
ence the world as if 1 were a <¢hild.
Everything seemed new, fresh, and won-

drous’ When I was once again able to
resume wnlking outside, T remember how
lustrous all the colors of nature seecmed,
how marvelous the trilling of each bird.
For a shert while, at least, the scales
{of deadening wadultbood reutine) were
lifted from my eyes, | truly saw the world
for the marvelous, alive place it reamlly
i,

One of our chief tasks, in this jaded
and ¢ynical age. ought to be the restora-
tion of a sense of wonder toe the miracles
all about us,

If we really saw the land as teeming
with life, all of it part of wn ecological
whole with which we are deeply dependent
for our own survaval, and further under—
stood our role to be that of good stewards
of nll of earth's resources, would we
treat the soil as  just "dirt", or poisen
our air, or foul our water? If we really
pereeived the wonder of the wmirscle of
life which we share with all about us,
would we continue to act so callously, and
with such indifference, towards our fellow
creatures, human and non-hunan alike?

We all have like memories, and many
have experienced similar insights. But we
too often allow the pressing urgencies af
the day's concerns to intrude upon, and
thereby suppress, the truths of this
larger reality.

In his fipe book, The Spirit of the

Earth, Jobhn Hart discusses Lhose basic

princaples underlving Lhe perapectives of

Nolive Americdans regarding the land., They
can b aumariyed ns:

1) People cunnot own the land, as one
cannot own that of which one s s part!?

Mother Farth is a wunity and belongs te the
Great Spiryt—no one else can possess or
divide her.

2) This same understanding applies to
other living crealures ns well. Since
other life nlso belonged to Lhe Great
Epirat, it could not be bought or sold,
either.

4} The land belongs
to future generations,

4) As it is the land which provides
life, people must respect, and live inp
harmony with, the land. All creatures sre
united within this single cirecle of 1life
and share with human beings God's living
apirit.

5) As we are all part of the Earth,
must not abuse cur Mother.

to all pecple and

wWe

It ia difficult, T belicve, to copceive
of a more integrated, or ethical point of
V1ew.

I think we need to drew upon cur common
rootedpess in the whole of creation to
escape the dreary gray of materialism and
the distorting arrogance of silitarism. We
need to spenk opewly of old memories and
orienting truths. I reflect upon these and
related thoughts every time ] return to my
hometown and find wyself walking through
the forests of my youth. )

G

National Catholic Rural Life Conference

Sioce its inception ip 1923,

the Natiomal Catholic Rural ILife Conference
bas consisteotly chuapioned the family farming systesm of agricuwlture
the rights of wigraof workers., The VCRLC was olso nwong the early prophetic
voices linkiog ovr fate us huwan beings to the preservalion of the scologl-—

cal integrity of nll of God’s creation.

The current work of
alizing and arguing for

the bimonthly Cotholje Rural Life.

The Conferenve is 5§ membership organizetion. Krite to MNCRIC, 4625 NoW.
Beaver Orive, Des Moimes, fowe 507140,
Karen House Catholic Worker _314.621.4052 _wwy 1840 Hogan St. i 63106

the Conference invalves:
agricolture and the preservation of the fasilyv forming system; 2} conceplu-
the implementation of o
U.5.; 3) sponsoring s series of Theelogy of Land Canferences 4) publisking
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FROM LITTLE HOUSE

by Mary Ann McGlvern, S.L.

Over the yeara, 1in efforis to comfort
mwe when I mposned that peace and justice
movements don't hnve any results te show

for their work, people have said, “what
you are doing is planting seeds,"
"But I'm tired of planting seeds,” 1'd

say. '] want to reap the harvest'!"™ [ tried
to be funny and I certainly was grateful
for offers of sympathy. But 1 wondered
sometimen I really I ought Lo be not only
impatient with those who counsel patience,
and but also downright angry with the very
Fields that are Dot ripe and myseli go
take some field by storm, forcing it to
¥ield its harvest.

Well, a little honeal experience with
the real s¢il {as apposed to the parabholic
20il) is educative. In the last four years
I hoven't just learned about ph values and
asparagus and hardy perennials; [ have
also learned ! really don't like much to
reap harvests, I prefer %o dig and add
sulch and pull weeds. Barly this summer |
was too husy planting tomatoes to get the
last of the sugar pea crop in. Last fall [

prepared the asparagus bed for spriog
planting but the green tomatoes all froze
on the vine. Right npow my topatoss pare

weeded and the suckers are nll picked off;
the early blossons on sy oums have been
pinched back se there will be multiple
blooms—but my lettuce has gone to seed!

I never pick the roses or mums or glads
or lilacs to decorate the house. I love to
look at them while | catch ay bresth
between wheelbarrows full of dirt for the
nine fruit trees I plan to plant next
spring. Mavbe, Just mavbe, economic
conversion of Mclonnell Douglns and
stopping the Trident Submarine and corpo-
rate social responsibility are good life
tasks for me just because they are unlike—
ly to be the first fields of pesce~making
to ripen. Ah, what my garden has taught
me.

What does my garden really look like
now that I've told vou how it grows” It is
g 40 by 120 foot cormer lot at 17th and
Mullanphy, where & [four-flat and n
two—flat stood for npinety vears., | guess

the owners didn't pay the taxes because

about twelve years ogo lhe cily tore them
down nnd bulldozed the rubble inte the
basements. Three yvears ago we bought the

lot for $600, (wo-thirds of the assessed
value, and hagan not exactly to reclaim it
for apyone or aoything bubt Lo cultivete
its edges and to e&xercise our bhope.

First we put in tomatoes aleng the
fence next to the Little House where there
had bean a hbrick path. We hed to remove
the bricks firal. Tomatoes nre an encour—
aging crop and we proudly gave away sacks

of Italtan, cherry, and becfsteak. We
clajmed 311 as our own virtues that po
aphids settled im nor blight nor even

drought that summer,

Epergized by our success, we enlisted a
crew to dig eleven three—foot by four-foot
deep holes in the packed clay that hed
been the yards of the buildings. Our plen
was to fill the holes with free topsoil
and plaot an orchard.

About twenty pecople worked four Satur—
days in fall, dumping clay io the parking

lot across the alley and bricks in the
sisier lot across the street., A =smnll
truckload of dirt filled three holes. But
no more dirt was to be had except for

money and Lhe three trees we did plant
died in the extraordipary drought of 'B3.

However, tomatoes were 8 success agaio,
the cherries velunteering; sunflowers were
atartling in their size and vigor; and we
harvested lambsquarter we'd thought of as
wead.

The holes resmained in the yard spd I
prayed that no one would fall in and break
a leg.

That avtumn | saw an ad for o fence of
rogsos. | took my pitchfork and tested the
front af the lot, where there had been a
brick patios. It locked like I could
prepare the ground for a row of 20 bushes.
In back too, along the alley, on the ather
side of three holes for the future or
chard, the dirt between the brick rubble
seemed deep enough Lo support roses, 1
erdercd 50 for $93.00, my mosat extravagant

Mary Ann McGivern, 5.0., recently celebrated ber twenty-f17th anniverss-

ry Iip religicus life. we
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action ever ot Lhe Littlle House,

This past fall the Morping Edition on
National Public Hadio ran a series on
Cival Highta, twenty years later. They
interviewed a Chicage Black  compunity
organtzer who's sLill there. He gaid a lot
of us White folks moved in with good
intentions and lefl when they didn't see
quick results, but a few settled in and

planted flowers. It's modest Jong-term
social change, but itz tangible and pretty
#s well as symbolic. For Lhe joy the roses
give =a, they are not so extravagant after
all.

Wee have alse planted 11llies  ond
rhubarb by the fence and on March 7th
sugar peas. Five Nanking Cherry bushes run
aleng about 20 fest of Mullanphy [in Llwo
of the holes we dug for trees), leaving
Just 100 feet of the outside edge to be
¢leared. Behind the roses oo 17th we put

in the asparagus and two green ash trees.

In the middie of the lot goldenrod,
sivepytime {ly-catchers, Cueen Anne's
lace, chicory, purple thisiles, eveniog
primroses, violets, dandelions, hedge
bindweed (that wraps around tomatoes and
roses aod eéeverything else), wild mint, and
dozens more grasses and bushes and ground
covers 1 donm't kpoow the names of all
flourish. They bloom and go to seed smid
broken bricks and glass and other rubble,
Elighs and @& kind neighbor cut them to
mect city repulations.

The morol may be that God plants more
seads than 1 do, tills wmore deeply, and
harvests thoroughly and with joy because,
although [ am God, God is much more than
me. This learning doesn’t guite imbue pe
yet; but im the four years ['ve been
gnrdening I've become more content than |
used to be to live in this uncertain and
suffering world. 4

FROM KAREN HOUSE

by Mike Melntyre

Continuity and change have been much on
gy mind these past [few montha, How could
it not be? Come September I'11 be in
Chicago begioning a doctoral program in
political sclience. Scometimes I can bardly
recognize the person whe came knocking at
the Earen House door in February of '82 to
be given n breathtaking oonstop ®moving
talking working laughing introduction to
the art of  housetskipg by Mary Ann
Gleazon.

But Glenson is ip Dénver now, aod Mary
Dutcher 1s in Nicaragus. Joe and Clare are
getting married (will have gotten married
by preas Lime). Hllen's plans Lo adopt
Myrrah are coming ever closer Lo resliza-
tion. The house was clozed for repairs and
refurbishing in June, and has now respened
{by deaipn) to an entirely pew =set of
guests. Looking only = bit further back,
Pete woved to Lhe penr soulh side und Tom
moved 1o Lhe exlreme far south side {an
oil rig off the Tewas coast). 1 recall one

meeting of al'PreHIousTalalc Workegh PS¢ ORan W

some eight feet of butcher paper op a wall
to crente a time line of just these aarts
of changes—and ran cut of room.

0f courze, Anp has bheen here through it
all. Now Ann ia going through more chonges
than any of us. Ann has been a resident at
Cardinal Gleonen sipce 1°ve known her,
It's been ensy to think of ber as a
constant 1pn the house: alwnys working
incredible hours al the hospitel, yet
niways willing to put forth a bit more of
herself for tha seke of the house. This
year, her residency ended and she began to
mnke pluns  to move to Guatemala in  the
fall. But then Amn discovered & lump im
her breast which proved cancerous, and in
June went inte the hospital for surgery.
Ann is now undergoing chemotherapy mnd her
progonosis is good; ¥Oour prayers  are
welcome, of course.

What does all this mean? The compunity
at Karen House is fairly atable as Catho-
lic Worker communities go, and it's been

farengwqunjﬁﬂof&saﬂ- lois MO B8106yr cont ipui=



ty 1o our perscns., When you see n fajrly
stable group of people oo m daily basis,
it's casy to confuse that surface supmencas
with the source of continuity in the
community. In the past few monthas, though,

it's became clear to me that we all
change, individuslly and collectively; we
can nll be shaken. Ib the midst of this,
what accounts for any continuity in  our

commnal pergona?

At every other mesting of Lthe Eoren
House comssunity, we budget fifteen minutés
or so for an item called "Gatholic Worker
Tradition.” COpe pember of the commmity
briefly presenta an aspect of that tradi-
tion; m bit of discumsion foilows. That
gives some ipsight into one way of ac-
counting for combtinuity im our community
{or any community, for theat matter}. we
shatre a8 set of values, or so the argument
goes, Particularly in a self-selecling
community such as ours, this explanation
carries some weight., If the values the
copmmunily stands for did not attract us,
we would not have joimed it. If their
attraction ceases, we are free te leave.
We often telk about our shared values,
and, T think, often regard them =as the
glue which holds us together.

I'm not so sure mboul this explanatien,

though. It's always reminded me of the
gocial theory of Talcott Parson, who
believes thmt shared vmlues hold all
socinl groups together. That schosl of

socinl theory has always seemed to beg the
queation on some level:r it explains
everything and nothing at the same time.
in particular, it has difficulty explain-
ing conflict and change, and even more
change within contipuity. "The mere things
change....”" It's mn cliche. Formally,
though, 1t’s a contradiction.

Mavbe thiz can be better understood on
a personal level, T'm hardly the same
person I wes a couple of years ago. Some
of these changes impinge directly en my
role ns s Catholie Worker., I'm less and
less attracted to personalism as a philos-
opby Bnd direcl action as a way of dealing
with poverty. Service, kindoness, love, do
not appear to he remedies for poverty,
even if extended far beyopd our present
efforts. Rether, they seem to foster a
dependency relaticonship which degrades the
recipient amd drains the giver. The poor

nead ouwr love far less than they need
money and power. Failing Lo recognize
this, I fear we begin te think in terms of
a "blaming the victim" ideoclogy which
William Ryan dissccted so well some twenty
years age. | oust also admit that my faith
has been dramatically shoken in the past
year. I've seen a lot of intense pain;
some of it the chureh has seemed powsrless
to alleviate; some of it the church has
caused. Now fsith is not something I do;
it's a gift, and I'm perfectly willing to
awalt its restoration. Meantime, I'm quite
skeptical of any religiously-based effort
for social chonge.

Yat, T don't feel any need to repudiate
the Catholic Worker. I value @y time at
Earen House, If I reject any portion of
Catholic Worker philosophy, 1it's only
because of the dey-to-day reality of the
Worker itself. In leaving, 111 consider
wyself a part of the extended community of
those who have bean touched by the Worker
experience, a group that has long been
much larger than those engaged directly in
the work of the Catholic Worker.

araT

Continuity and chenge. How to account
for both? Charlie King once charascterized
the Catholic Worker as a field hospital in
the class war. (Charlie King is & zongster
who comes throwgh 5t. Louis aboul once &
year. If you haven’t seen him in years
past, plesse do). That chornclerization
rang true at the time, and It still rings
true. Our community changes because we
cannol do otherwise, We stay the same
because we exist within a larger socinl
context which hes pot fundamentally
changed since our founding. Karen House
will change in any number of particulars,
but its work will pot fundamentally change
ns long es capitalism generates a
lempenproletariat and palriarchy generates
woemnn's viectimjzation. The lives of tLhose
of us who have touched and felt that
reality have been changed, and that change
grounds a pew continuily. &

Mike Molotyre bere presents hHis

"farewell! address” to

the S, [Louls

Catholic Worker Compunity. His gifts of compassion, keen political insight,
and unremiiting anslyticel faculties will be sorely missed, Farewell, Mike,
may Codranioase Chtholieorker 3 1456214 4062 wypwilsargnhousecw.org 1840 Hogan St. Louis, MO 63106
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Ag I write, Cass House hns just closed
ils doors for the remainder of bthe summer.
The house seems  terribly empty  now.
Although same of Lhe guesls who remnined
with us the week we closed were able to
find permaoest housing, most went to other
shelters. A few went back inte the wvery
situations from which Cthey had sought
shelter. Hardeat of all, it is pecessary
now Eo tell all Lhese who call or come
round for help that we will be unavailable
for shelter until Septesber for wosen and
uatil October for soupline and wep guests.

Ls)

|§1'9  ol &
EVENEEHEY

In his quiet way, Tomny has assumed
many of Stanley’s responsibilities, in
addition to nll of his own. The work with
Lbe land trust keeps him occupied on all
fronts. We sa enjoy the frequent visits of
his beautiful daughter Keeon.

FROM CASS HOUSE

by Janet Grey McKennis

| hate it when we close! However, it 1=
important for us to work both oo Ehe
physical plont, always in oeed of repair,
apd alse te Lackle the intangible repair
work of individuals as well as Lhe cosmu-
nily.

As tired Ae we are, we have all felt
re juvensaited by the cheerful spirit of our
pewest community member, Dennis Fey. Fresh

from the Peoria Cathelic Worker, Dennis
will be studying theology, among aother
things, akt St. Louis University, His

eguanimity and copability in the Tace of
bizarre and difficult house-taking situa
tions have elicited admiration from all of
us.
Tom Woagner and Mitch McGer, of Kenrick
gnd Moly Family Sesinaries respectively,
are two ather new foces who have eoriched
the life of our house. We are 50 grateful
for their help.

To the s=surprise of his dectors and
therapists—but not of those who know him
well—Stanley continues Lo make a remsark
ahle recovery from  his atrakes. Hie
patience and determination constantly
asaze me, | nm  awed, Loo, by his ability
to share his poments of frustration as
well aa hig viectories. Please continue
proving for Stanlev as he fights his daily
battles.

With the last of her children starting
school, Audrey will be returning to work
this fall. We are all excited with her.
Emmett and Zack will both be continulog
thelr oulaide jobs in addition te their
work at the house, Plense keep Lhese Lthree
in mind, it is difficult to Jjuggle the
needs and demands of so many. The work of
the house depends on such a difficult
balance.

Tim and T seeded two plots Inte Lhis
spring, which be has tended assiducusly
ever since. We all enjoy the gorgeous
blossoms which now brighten our grounds as
the product of bis labor. Although Tim
stradfastly refused to speculate on the
possible length of his stoy with wse, his
gverbeard comments about next year's
garden have pleased us all. His conaistent
thought fulpess embodies the apirit of
hospitality for so mmny of our gucsts, and
endears him to the community.

Milte and I will be leaving Cass House
late in  August for Chieage, where Mike
will study political theory and T will
continue to do hospitality work. TE will
be difficult to lesave behind so many good
peaple, however much | look forward te all
thet Chicago has to offer us.

While I pondered hew besl to write of
Cnxs Fouse, o friend of the Worker sug-
geated that I draw n picture. I thought it
a lovely idea, If I could do any better
thon stick-figure drawinga, I would drew
all of the guests as community members. I
would draw the kids playing ball in the
yard. T would show Tim ip the garden and
Zack cutting graas nearby. The women would
bhe sitting in their dining room talking,
end the men plaviog cards in  theirs,
Stanley would have to be drawn sitting
around the kitchen teble, regaling every-
one within enrshot with Stanley-tamles.
Although 1 don't drow well enocugh te suif,
luckily that is not necessary. | have an
shundance of memories locked inside; this
iz the wealth Lthuat thée people of Cuss
House have given me during these past
yvears, 1_

Jape! MoKennis,

Cass Hovse Community mepber,

leaves Cnss House anly

after baving estahlished & Flower garden, which graces the drivewny in the

backyard. Farewell, Janel, and God biess.
Karen House Catholic Worker 314.621.4052 www.karenhousecw.org 1840 Hogan St. Louis, MO 63106



Depr Friends,

Your quarterly reaches my ‘desk regular—
ly and it 3is always a special treat for
me. My work kéepa me al a desk and too far
awny from the feces of the poor but T have
known Cass House and have walked its halls
in the earliest dayas of my religious 1life
and feel proud that this house of prayer
and mission from which we went forth to
serve the church “two by twoe" is in
service to the ideals of the gospel wand
chureh as it is today. Your afforts there
at the Worker mirror the face of the poor
Christ to the St. Louis church and there
is something about your works, your
stories, your genuine sincere sharing of
your lives with God's neglected ones that
forces resders to teke a look and ask the
question "How and where ia Jesus really
prezent in His church today?" You answer
this very well for me. I renlly wish 1
could leave this desk pore and give vyou
more of my Lime. I know I will be the ope
enriched by this. Please continue to share
vyour lives, vour experiences, your shared
compunity with us your readers. Always I
am refreshed to continue in this work of
striking at the sinful structures that are
causing so much poverty to zo many, after
reading about the ways you carry out your
ministry. Please c¢ontinue 1o this for
there are many of vour readers who ure not
only inspired but positively recharged by
your newsletter.

In God's Peace,
Lorette Hennekes, C.5.7J,

“Let us pray that the cry of the poor and the hungry
s heard and that the problem of world hunger is
finally cvercome tn a spirit of true fraternity and

cooperalian
—Pope John Paual 11

FROM OUR MAILBAG

Dear Friends,

Just within the last twoe days I have
had the opportunity to read the sapring
Round Table. It is an excellent issue.
Congratulationa'

1 was especially touched by your
interview with eleven vear old Done. I
appreciated the sulhentic expreasions sand
apeech pattern of this little girl as she
tells the outleook of =0 meny children
these days on their home and envivonment.
It is a tragic story and yel the simple
beauty of her child’s heart with its
aspirations and desires shines through. I
plan to use scme of Dicne's thoughts o my
own work.

With persopal regnrds
ond greetings to all,
In Christ,
Moat Heverend John L. May,
Archbishop of St. Louis

Dear Friends:

Your recent issue of the Round Table
devoled Lo the childrem whose 1ives you
touch moved me very such. Last Sept. I had
s baby girl—our first—and since then our
lives have been turned around, remrranged,
shot through with delight and anxiety and
pride acd much such grace. So it's 1like
buying a new car; sudden]y one potices all
the cnrs like your own—suddenly, nll
pabies are interestlipg and, io some apall
way, all children are like my own. Thank
you for opening my eyes toc some more
children.

Enclosed please find the remsinder of
our Rice Bowl money from the Easter
season, Lo hopor of your babies and the
care you give. We think you are pretty
fine poople. God Bless You?

Pesce ,
Janeess and Paul Braﬂdon Falcone

Karen House Catholic Worker 314.621.4052 www.karenhousecw.org 1840 Hogan St. Louis, MO 63106



by Teka Childress

Three of mv [riends have gooe Lo
Nicarngun—~Mary Dutcher, Virginia Drobe,
and Hita Schonhoff. Two of my friends have
gone to Guatemals—Angie 0'Corman and Jean
Ahhott. Thelir presence in Central America
has made ever real to me the suffering of
the people of that region. It is harder to
ignora whnt is happening there when your
friends ploce themselves 1o dangerous
siluations and when they begin describing
the fears nnd pains of the people they
meet. The faces of those liviog in Central
America come inte focus; they are those of
particulesr, loveable people. T find it
diffieult e continwe living ns if theso
people do not exist. [ mention my inabili-
iy to ignore the people of Guatemala and
Nicarngun becauvae | am wwnre of an  over—
whelming desire in me to avoid acknowledg—
ing their axistence, and the existence of
third world people in  general, whether
they are those starving in Ethiopia or
those suffering oppression in South
Africa.

I think this is a tendency I share with
many people, particulerly in this cullure.
I do not wish to acknowledge the existence
ol suffering pecople because acknowledging
thes mokes me feel I peed to respond to
them. Bither I do pot Joow how to respond
to them or I fear responding to them will
involve sufferipng for me. Yet, to not know
these people is to not know Christ. To
ignore them Is to lgnore that which glves
B¢ life—my union with all people in
Christ. And se, my friends’ going to
Central America hpa caused a dilemma for
Be¢. They have set the suffering people of
the Lhird world before me. To ignore thea
is unthinkable. To accept sufferiog,
however, o choose to let 1t enter my life
secms overwhelmingly hoard.

Jesus spoke te thie difficulty when he

was ashed, "How can n rich person enler
henven? lle answered that i1t was igpossi-
ble for a human being, but not far God.

dBl€

Though 1 may oot find it within syself to
rizk loving, I can find it within God. 1T

may be too afraid te lel go of all the
securities Lthat are not of God, yet God
will provide the grace nacessary to allow

me to do so. Moybe this wiil happen in one
great heroic conversion, but sore likely
in # series of turnings toward God in my

—

-

‘Nicaragus

desires
lations.

nnd struggles, and thus my
I ean find thia sbility to lowva
in the poerson of Jesus, Jesus is &n
example to follew and the one to whom [
may look for my securily. He demonstrated
that love is posaible; possible even in
the face of hatred and death, and that in
fact it outlives them.

My desire to love, then, aleong with the
proof of its being possible found 1ip
Christ am in =y personal experience,
allows me a way out of my dilesma. 1. as a
rich North Aserican, can <choose to love
the poor of the third world. 1 can believe

COnRso—

that my doing se will result in my union
with them and that this union will brang
me joy. It will be the love that lives

beyond asuffering and death. 1 can have the
courtnige to lake more risks on behmlf of
the people of Nicaragua or Guatemsla. | no
longer have te be afraid of acknowledging

feks Cht {dress,
o a0t of  crvid disabedience
voled Lo provide Funding for the
Joip Teka and others in the

Naren House (ommitisfv
nt Senntor Panfortis's
Cenlras oo Nicaragun,
‘Mledge of Hesistance™ at the biveekfy Fridey

them. 1 onn become invoived In their
lives . +
mewhes, was recentdy arrested an

ot fice., Sanforth  had
Fe rovite you o

moon vigifs owdside the Qid Post OFfior in downtown 5. L
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A ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION

g\h' “CHRISTIAN NONVIOLENCE & THIRD WORLD
t-] LIBERATION" with MARY DUTCHER

Mary Dutcher has lived in Nicaragua for the past year aud a half as a
meaber of Lthe Witness for Peace permanent team. As o paciflisl communilty
committed to nonviolence, we al the Catholiec Worker have been struggling
with the range of responses open to us in liberation movements, FPlease,
come join us in this isportant clarification of thought and action. Re-
freashments will be served after the discussion.

Karen House, Friday, Sept.13, 7:30pm

. - AT KAREN HOUSE:
CommUtiltq TLh'_»ﬁliﬂ.g at 2:00 p.om.
AT CASS HMBE:

pra_qer: U_lﬂd’“l":_mr ﬂ-t 7115 P.-'-'Flu

The Round Table s the quarterly Journal of Catholic Worker life and
thought in 5t. Louis. Although subscriptions are free, donationa are gladly
accepted Lo help us continue in this woerk. Flense write Lo Mark Scheu, 1840
Hogan, St. Louis, MO E3106. People working on this issue include Harrietts
Lane Baggetl, Lee Carter, Teka Childress, Patrick Coy, Mary Ann McGivern,
Barb Prosser, Ellen Rehg, and Mark Scheu.

THE ROUND TABLE Buk Rate.
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