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...a path from where we are to where we should be.” --Peter Maurin

“Let The Little Children

?

Come To Me...

-Mark 10:14





















Rampant substance abuse, mot only in
Black communities, but in American soclety,
ig developlng into am unconmtrollable 1lle-
' gal growth industry, and it must ba ad-
dressed. There are burgeoning problewms
which also contribute towards the disman-
cling of the familial foundatioo because
the age of experimentation with drugs and
alcohol has plummeted into the elementary
school levels. The reluctant acceptance of
the need to discern the impact of chemical
warfare on those who fought and were vic-
cimized by the War ip Vietpsm must be
te¢solved. Geperations of Blaek wen who
fought in Vietnam, particularly, hsve ex-
parimeed continually a myriad of probless
rapging Irom substance ashuse to malaise.

Black men who fought in Vietnam
have experienced a myriad

of problems...

It 13 Incumbeat ypon Rlack people chrough
thelr community institutions to ra-claim the
legacy of strength inherited from the ances-
try of slavery. It is incumbent upon Black
commmiries e recognize that the current
malaise isg but a mirror af the large socie-
tal dysfunctiouing and that Black institu-
tions muet define their developments, their
adeptions and thelr responses in the context
of the Afro-centric perspective rather than
a Zurp-centric perspective as long as racism
and oppression remain the dominating
socletal forces.

America 18 reluctant to fully understand
and calebrate the richness of its cultural
plurality. The fear of loss of power amd
spheres of Influence typify America's
raspense to the demands for educatiomal,
economic and occupational equity. With the
demographic crends suggesting that the
urban centers wil]l be relying more heavily
upon racial mincricies for workers as well
as for positions of leadership, Lhe mandate
for Black families and Black communitlies te
examine and adjust their politieal aware-
ness and activism to assure equity and
paricvy locally and an understanding of
incerrelated global issues is at hand.

Black families must re-claim the grip on
its family life and living parremsa and
practices. It wust beceme the determinant
force chat shapes the values, that defioes

the noms and dictates the dlverse atei-
tudes ‘and behaviors which typify the com-
munity. Soclietal pressures and enviroamen-
tal conditions will consistently desand
adaptations and adjustments within each
strata. However, Black families must con-
tinue to recogunirze and re-assert thae the
future growth and capabilicles of irs com-
mmities are interdependent upon what they
accomplish today along with or ia spite of
the larger soci¢ly.

The family is the basic upit of all nations.
the family structure has endured since
recorded history.
the family structere will continue to survive
the sickness of the day...
and if the naticn is to live and prosper the
family will live and endure because the
nation is families united.
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INTERVIEWING OUR GUESTS:
A CHILD...

Interviewaed by Ellen Rehg

RT:; Hlow old are you, Dione?

B: Zleven,

RT: Zleven years ald?

D: Ymm haes.

KT: What school do you go to?

b: Jackson.

KT: Are you in Fifth grade there?

B: Third. I's in Crystal's room.

RT: Do you think it's easier to be a child
or to be an adulr?

D: A child, because you can learn more.
Like wheno you go to school you can learm
more thar being an adult. .

RT: What kinds of things do you learm?

D: Math, English, and spelling.

RT: What is the difference between being a
child aud Leing an adule?

D: Like, you get to stay here when your
mama go ouk and stuff.

RT: What is something that an adult can do
that you wish you could do?

D: Ge a lot of places, like go to the show
and stuff. Go cash a check and do all thac.
BT: Yhoat 18 one thing you would do if you
could that you can't do now?

D: Go $tay with my Grandmas for the wesk-end.

1t's fun playing with my couslpns and my bro-
ther. ...1 went over to my other cousin
house and T was fighting over there. Sea,
when 1 was coming down the steps and my
other little cougin was stonding by the
steps and | didn't lmow he was down there
and 1 had knocked him dowo the staps, then

he kicked me and I pulled him dowm the steps.

And theo whién wa got upstairs my othes
cousin juaped in and both of thes tried to
fight ma. So that's why.

RI: Is it hard for you living at Karen
House with vour Fmmily?

D: Uh-uh. Uir-uh, it ain't hard. You get to
go cutside and play and vhen you go to
school you get to do your homework and you
have fun at school, do your work and stuff.
RT: Vhat do you think adulets should ¥now
about children that you don't think they

do knowi

D: They shouldn't leave their kids in the
house by theyself because the house could
cegtch on fire or a man could break in and
ery to rape they kids and they wouldn't cven
know, they be pone. They shouldn't do thatl,
they should leave somebhody with us or take
us to the babysitter house.
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RT: Do you know anybedy that happened tof?
#£ids that were left alone and got hurt

like thact?

b: My cousin got raped by this man.. he
took a rake mnd bust the window our and

she was in her brother's house, Her bro-
ther was asleep, she was Lthe only one awake
and che man had got in theve and ctried to
rape her and he did and than she ralled her
mama and they told her snd they moved over
to Glasgow with they Grand-daddy. Md my
mama 1e¢fE us o the house ocne tLime by our-
self. That time we called my cousin's

house and saild | be scared and then, see,
we got this brokean back door, but we be
thioking that the dog could get Cthe man and
they be falling off the porch...the dog
could make the man fall.... Everytime at
night-time when I ain't got acbody to talk
to I wake up wy sister and to tell her I

be scared To stay by myself. [ be crying

in the middle of the night, thea I be
Falling asleap.

[ don't like vo stay by myself. That's
vhy I tell my mama, "Take me with you."

And she say, "No." Then I say, "Take we
over to my cousin's house, than.” And she
takes me over there. I we got a ride,

And that's why people be getting raped
and stuff, they leave their kids in the
house. They say it on the news. And do
you know what, the furnace might cateh on
fire. 1 be scared to stay io that house we
staying in. I be scared. The lights weat
out one time and we had to sleep in Lhe
dari.

RT: That was the last house you stayed in?
D Umi-hom .

RT: How come you had to leave that housae?

D They was {ixing to redem (3lc) the house?
RT: Coademn 1t?

C: Umm-hem, That's why my mema said she
wanted to more out.

AT: Do you know why the hovse was condemned?
D: "Cawse they wouldn't come out and fix the
furnace, the bath tub was stopped up a2nd we
used Che Face bowl. We wsed to take a bath
in cold water,

RT: 50 you didn't have any hot water?

D: o, we didn't have no hot water. | used
Lo be scared to take a bath. ! don't like
cold ~ater. And rthe back window by our bed-
room = Lt wsed to be cold back there.



AT: The window was broken?

D: Ump~hmm. They come out and fixed the
window, but they dida’t fix the furnace.
BT: Did you have heat?

{; Umm-hom. We had heat. Buf we didn'e
have ne hot water.

RT: Have you lived in a lot of differeat
houses?

D: We stayed oo Alleabank, Briar Ccove,
Walton. That's cause my grandma's house
caught on fire... My cousin’s got out...
Hy other cousin had jumped out the window
-.-and this man next door oamed Butch
kicked the door In and he got all of them
out. The only person on the news vas my
cougin named Tioy. Hecause the newvspeople
had come and she was on the news.

RT: 1f you had one wish what would you
wish for?

D: I wish 1 was staying with Michael Jack-
$00... When we were staying on Falm snd we
used to sitay by ourself and these white
ladies used Eo come oul there and this
white lady came up there and opened the
door snd we got in trouble cause... They
ook us to a foster heme and we stayed in
there for a lepg time. We got out. My mama
had to go to court.

RT: Did you all sray together?

It Just me aod my sister got to stay Lo-
gether. My brother had to stay with this
other lady... I don't Jike babysitters...
We &Cayed with my auntie oo Cabasne and

wy mama had left me in tbe bhouse with this

boy named Xerf - he 17 years old. And guess
what he be doing with a whole bunch of kids?

Ae be hittin' 'em with belts top of their
head real bard and then my mama come back
and we rell my mama he be hitein' us. One
time he popped me vpside my head and he
tried to buro me with a skillet. He put
the skillet on the stove [and] tried to
burn me with it. I got a bum on my leg.
I had to go to the doctor. Ae hit me over
the head with a belt real hacd.

al: YWhy did he de chat?

D: Because...usm.. .he called wmy mama a
B-1-T-C-A. And that's why none of us like
Tim.

AT: What do you thiok you'd like to be
when you grow up?

D: A teacher. It's fun to be a teacher.
You could leam more. You could graduate,
get out of night school. And then you
could get you a job, and you could do
anything you'd want to do. You could...
teach class, ba like a growm-up. I don't
wanna be no polica.

RT: Why nor?

D: Polige get killed too wuch. They was
supposed to ¢ateh this man that chop that
gitl's head off and they caught the man,
but they ain't found the head. That was
over by my cousln house. The girl, she
used to stay right over there by my cousin
house. The man had raped her.

RT: Your cousin knaw that gircl?

O: Umm-hmm. There's a girvl missing over
there? 1 don't lknow her name and they killed
this boy and raped this boy. They killed
this other boy. .They %illed a six year old
girl, a aight year old boy, they killed a
whole bunch of people. ..

At flrst, when I was going te Cote
Brillisnt school, all this stuff waso't
happening. But I understand now. 1 under-
stand a lot because people used to get
raped at Cote Brilldant school. That's
vhy 1 don't go to that school.

I don't understand because at Firat
when I be moving on that street, Chere
wasn't mothing happenin’. Bur ac night
time people always get raped and stulf.

Sufe i Van
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...AND A MOTHER

Interview with Danitha (20 yenrs old, macried
mother of three year old, two year old, and
five mooth old) by Janet Grav-McKennis and
Tim Pekarek.

KT: What thoughts do you have about parent-
ing, about being a mother?

p: Sometimes it's a hard decision just to
become a mother. With a first child it
|motherhood] was unexpected. It was scary,
but then you find out you have seme help
from the other parent. Tt was hard towards
the last months [of pregnancy], then 1t
gots eéxciting, when they come.

With Sanita, @y two year old, it was
kinda hard, wich surgery behind 4cr., (1 had
a Caesarean with her). 1 was scared; 1
didn't know what to do. The doctor explained
why 1 had to have the surgery. Both of us
almost died. Whenm she was bom, she weighed
gbout two pounds. They trassferred bher to
another hospital. 1 came home bafore she
did; she had to gain three more pounds.
Then 1 had to feed her [rom a little tube,
like a bottle. T was scared cto held her
when I went te visit her - she vas so
small. My husband wasn't scasred. When I
brought her home, il was a Sunday, with
everyone arcund. They didn't think she
would be like this.

RT: Ho one thought ahe would live?

p: Mo, but she's two years old now. She
catches. cold fast, catehes everything fast.
You gotta be careful.

ET: Do you [ind that you make her a [ave-
rite?

D: Yes. I Try not to show it. There's &
lot of things you have to do to watch out
for with such a small child,

AT: What scares you about being a mother?
D: As they get older, things happen to "em.
They can get inte trouble when they get
older .

RT: The world opens up to them

B: Uh-heh. 1 cvake "em to the park, to the
zoo, play with them, bathe 'em, read to

"em, and put "em to bed. They still grow.

I enddle thewm,

Some parensts hirc their kids teo fast. I
tell mines to sit down. [f they real bad,

1 spank 'em. Somatimes they drive you to a
headache.
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RT: What do you think of paventing?

[At this point the incerview was inter=-
rupted; Danitha's Five month 9ld baby had
avakened. She returned with him, and che
rest of the interview was conducted with
him on her lapl.

D: 1'm glad I starred early with a family
except they're too close in age. It's hard
Lo get om the bux, goiang te the clinic.
ET: Whart do they give you.

D: They give me things to do. When I dida't
have rthem, I dida’'t have to be responsible
even for myself. They give ma too much to
do.

RI: Do you {eel that your husband supports
you in parenting?

D: A whole lot. Watching the kids, takiog
carg of them for me. Be's besn taking care
of his brothers and sisters since hae was
eleven, g0 it's not new or really hard for
him. He's excleed with the kids, too.

Somerimes [ wish L zould get avay for
awhile, and come back rofreshed aad do the
things I want to do for myself.

27! You could use a vacation.

D: Yeah! Hy husbend is in the alr Force;
he travels a lot, bur he's working, teo.
He comes te see hias kids a lot.

It's hard, and than sometimes it's easy.
1t's easy when they real small and they
gleep [all cthe timel.

AT: It gets harder as they get older?

D: Yes. Hy kids mind real easy, bur they
see other kids getring away with stuff and
cag along. They ponna pick up things, burt
you gotta Leach 'em not to pick up every-~
thing they see.

RT: Pid you have much help from your mother
when you became a sother?

D: T got married when 1 was 17, so [ didn'r
really need my mother to halp me out.

RT: Did you [ind that you picked up mother-
ing as you weant along?

D: Yeah, when [ first became a mother it
seemed like 1 knew what to do. But then,
finding out you're gonna have another ooe,
and Lrying fo explain that to the firsc!

So I beea marvied three and a half
yRATS.

Sooatimes you be walking down the streer,
and people thiaking you so younp, ask you,
"Can L help you?" {like getting on the bus),
and I say, "No, I got this far - I can make

R



Mary Dutcher

Afrer a year of living io Nicaragua, 1
fiad thar the mest basic of my Fflrst im-
pressions have only deepencd. My under-
standing has perhaps been nuanced somewhat,
but the fundamental aspects of- 1life in
Wicaragua that ocriginally struck me have
been reinforced.

Probably the most vivid impression that
continues £o grow stronger with tise is oy
amacement at the love and warm welcome that
the Nicarsguans of fer without excepflon to
North Americans in their country. 1 am
amazed because | resember how Iranian stu-
dents in the U.5. had to hide in fear [or
theic physical safety during the hoatage
crisls Ia 197%. Here, !!icaraguans repocab-
edly say and demomstrate that there is a
differcnce between the people of the U.S.
and the U.5. government. They place in-
credible faith and hope in the United
States people. They believe that once the
U.5. people understand the horrors that
are being carried out here in their name,
U.5. policy will guickly change.

Also striking is the wmiversal love of
children present in this colture. It pe=
mains especially moving ro me to see the
gentleness and affection with which Hica-
caguan men relate to children. Abortion is
illegal here, and people are genuinely
confused whea 1 try to explain why women -
in the U.S. wight want tc have am abortion.
[o this soclety, children are welcome and
sevn 0% an absolute gift. ldcaraguans
often refer to making a better future for
the children when they talk about the
source of their streogth to continue
srruggling in the face of the tecrorism,
death, [ood shortages, ate,

An appreciacion thar has grown deeper
and perhaps falls Into tha category of 2
"nuance” in my understanding relates to
ey perception of the Hicarafuvan govern-
ment,. It 15 certainly true that uniforwed
persons and weapons are an ever-present

OUR EYES IN

realiry of life in Micaragua, and acci-
dental desths related to military life -
accidents with weapons or military wvehi-
eles - are all too frequent. But ir is
also trve that tha contras have & patrern
of atracking unareed communities and not
attacking theose that are agrmed. Even more
steiking ro me in rhe midst of this rea-
lity is the basic commitmenl to nonvio-
lence and the use of nonviolent techaiques
- dialogue, openncss to change and criti-
clsm, flexibility - that the Nicaraguan
governesent has demoonstrated boihr within and
outiide of the country.

So it is even more obvious to me that
Hicaragva could never hope to watch the
United States in cerms of military power.
But the power that Nicaragus possesses is
the moral force of truth and the basic
Justice of its position vis-a-vis the
United States. And this source of power,
as we koow and believe, borders on the
infinite,

My feelings roward the United States are
probably the arena in which there has beeo
the most roller-coasterlike movement. Those
feelings bave ranged from deep asnger and
almost despalr - idearifying with Christ's
words about wgeping over Jerusalem because
it did “not know these things that make for
peace’ and the resulrant Imminent destruc-
tlon it faced - Lo a growing and deepening
love for the people in the United States
who struggle in the midst of the spiritual
wilderness to uphold & vision of our
country faithful to justice, democracy, and
peace.

I have leamed from the Hicaraguan
people that it is possible to find peace
and even joy in the midst of a situation
of aggression, injustice, death, povercy,
and great sufteéring. I have leamed {rom
the wave after wave of wondarful U.5. citi=
zens who have coma oo Witness for Peace
short-term teams chat it is mot correéct Lo
despalr cver the present reality in the
loited States. As Miguel D'Escoto said to
us not long spo, we cannot hope to do any
really valuable work if it does not come
sut of a deep love for our country-
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NICARAGUA

Hanagua has much the feel of our own
north 3t. Louis peiphborhood. There are
lote of vacont lots due Lo the earthguake
and shells of buildings damaged in the
war. Tt is easy to fee]l ar home here. We
do eat bepos and ricae three times a day,
though in Managua there are also [ruil and
vegetables. Our firsct day here we attended
the Inavguration of Oxtega and Ramirez as
President and Vice-Fresideat. 1t was a3
pleasanc event. 1 was struck by the number
of foreigners there — Morth Americans and
Europeans, oot Cubans and Soviets. .- by
the presence of Fidel Castro,. and by the
real enthusiasm with which Ortega wam re-
ecived. Ioterestingly, be was greeted with
a chorus of "power to the people:” In the
0.5., to greet Reagan thus would be a pro-
test; here it is ap expression of & common
accomplishment .

The Fansss Witness (or Peace delegation
that I was with had o decide 1f we wanted
to make our scheduled visit to San Juan de
Limay, in the north. Just the day before
pur arrival in Nicavagua the contra had
killed 14 and kidnapped 8 on one of the
roads entering the town. Maryknmoll Sister
Hanecy Dongovan was detained by the contra
on the same day. We hear she made the oews
in the States. We pretty casily decided
that a8 a bus full of Rorth Americans we
were relatively safe and that what we had
come for was to be with the penple of Wica-
rague in their bearing the cousequences of
B.5. poliey.

The ride up was uneventful. Wa were
guite warmly received when we arrived oo
Friday might. Both the people of the town
and the povemmenl have been most generous
in spending time with us. As people here
say, 'We have had 34 killed here in a
south. Marmed civilians and vorkers wmas-
sacred by the cootra. We have been potient.
Zut we canvot endure any more." So the reg-
wlas army arcived on Saturday oighe and you

Virginia Druhe

could almost hear the sigh of relief. Sun-
day sorning during Mass they began to pull
outl €o {ake up thelr posizions in the sur-
rounding hills. T watched the apprehension
on the paople's faces. Many local men went
as well. And as truck afeer truck of troops
went by Lhe window the gringo priest of our
group said the words of coosecration, "this
is my body...thia is my blood, given for
you." As we prayed the Our Father and Legao
the Communjion, the first truck of food ar-
rived at the back deor of the chureh under
arwed guard.

It vas 6ol the wost emotiooal moment of
my Cime here, but the juxtaposition made
for the m04t prefound insight I've had inte
the struggle of this people. I've not become
a lover of armies. There has beéen combat out
in the hills this week. At leasr ten contra
and one govermment soldier have been killed.
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I don't know anyone who feels joy in that.
There is relicf that the comtra are on the
tun, That supplies can get im, though we
still have no vegetables or dairy products
.because a nearby cooperative that provided
these things was ambushed oo the 27ch of
December and all the people have fled. We
saw the cous and chickens there, wandering
bomeless. We have water only a few hours a
day because they haven't been able to bring
in oll for the town water pump and it is
overbeating. So I think I have a taste of
whot the contra mean to Nicsraguans.

The other side of the coin is how such
circumstances reveal to u= our communion.
Supplies are shared freely. 1 hear no com-
plaints. We gringos are uvelecomed to the
funeral of a young man brutally tortured
by the contra. People love to explain their
revelution ¢p us. You can see  the pride and
joy as they explaio: "All this lagd wsed
te belong te one man. He left at the cri-
umph. Mow there are 15 of uve herc. We love
ench other like brothers and sisters. lle
are all equal. We can support ourselves
from our own work."

Or another man: "My parents were pea-
sants who could barely sign their own oname,
We are 12 brothers and sisters and we all

work for the revolution., We gll work re our
people will have better lives.' With such
joy they show the new homes They are butl-
ding, the new schools., They love thelr reve-
lucion. To them It mesns they are equals,
woreing rogether for the betterment of all.
There is & consiztent tendency to tuke cara
of the poorest first. A real satisfaction

i¢ galoed in knowing that though e have
very lirtle, everyone has their share.

I know very lictle of what happens in
Mansgua, but 1 chink I've seen whal the
revolution means to people here. They have
showm they are willing to defend it with
their lives. I rrust they will. T &= eoven
cértaln thoy would defend it ggeinst Mana-
gua if they thoughrt there wate avy need.
They have found something to live for and
will not turm back. The tragedy for me 1is
that these peopie find chemselves in a
situation where there seems to be no cholce
but te kill. What a hard spot we have pul
them in. The oaly nop=-vielent solubion I
see now LIs for the people of the U.5. to
change . 5. policy. And te do all we can
to let the voice of Micarspua be heard
there. We must Le the voice of Nicaraguas
in the U.5. We can't count on soyone else

to do 1t. G

“Prayer and sacrifice must be used as the
most effective spiritual weapons in the war
against war, and like ali weapons, they
must be used with deliberate aim: not fust

with a vague aspiration for peace and

security, but against violence and war.”

~Thomas Merton
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BOOK REVIEW

by Patrick G, Coy

BREAXING BREAD: The Cotholic Worker mnd the
Origins of Carholic Radicaliym in Amegica,
by Mel Piehl. Temple University Press, 1982,
§19.95, 296 pp. (paperback version by Temole
due out later this year @ 59.95).

In the final chapter of thie zround
breaking work, Mel Piehl outs his fiaaer oo
the heart of the vroblem facing any hisro-
risn who endeavors to write ao analytical
biscory of the Catholiec Worker Movement.
Piehl rightly understands that "Drawing his-
torical cooclusions about the Cathelic
Hockar s difficult because the movement
icself does vor fit easily into conventional
calegories. It was at once a socifal and
political movemsent, a utopian experiment,

md a force tor change 1o American Catholi-
cism. What made the group of (even] greater
interest was ivs fuoction as a movement of
intellectual mnd spiritual renewal.”

While adeitting the difficultics invelved
in pnelyzing the anarchistic Worker, Piehl
does not let this deter bim from s scholarly
laying bare of Worker history, and an in-
sightful standing of it in relatioo to the
U.§5. radical community, the U.S. Cathelic
community, and the grill larger U.S. culture.

e wastes no time getting to the core of
his analysis vhen in the secoad chapter, en-
titled "Religion and Social Thought: The
American Coatext,” he states that "The Catho-
Jic Worker 1s histerically significaot as the
ficst major expression of radical seocial eri-
ticlsm in American Catholicism,” This feather
in the hat of the Cathoiic Worker is nol Lo
be lightly cegarded; Piehl shows that the
early U.5. Catholic Church was a very rocky
and unlikely ground for radicalism to flou-
rish in. It was an iemigrant church - cae
held suspect by the larger Protestant cul-
Cure. [t wag, theraicre, a church which
prized respectability and orthodexy, all
with a view to scceptance and integration,

Part of the genius of Dorothy Day was
that she knew that, at heart, her rvadical
values were thoroughly American; and that
zhe must eventually discover 5 way Lo put
them into praxis within her new-feund chureh.
Values such ag perscual liberty, greater
social and economic equality, hostility te
political coercion, a ¢losing of the gap
betwaen public and private morality - Chese
and others Plehl shows to be comsonant with
the American spirit. And this Assistant Pro-
fessor of Humanities at Valparsiso Univer-
sity does it by presenting an erudiie yet
highly readable sketch of the twurbulent 1.5,
scene between 1870 and 1930,

ficant

The Catholic Worker is sign
as the first major expression
of radical social criticism

in U.S. Catholicism.

The real atrength of Plehl's scholarship

15 revealed in this same chapter. If ome
could expect him to rely heavily on secon-
dary sources anyvhaere in this work, it would
be here, where he is about che business of
painting the larger tultural picture into
which the Worker must be placed. Rut to his
eredit he doesn't, chinosing instead co draw
directly ou the works of Shailer Mathews,
James Cardinal Gibbons, Washfogton CGladden,
George Herrou, and others. An added bLonus in

PATRICK €OV, Konzn Houwse commundity membex and campus morisfer at
<L Louis Udveascty, s Looking foawaad Lo the sprotg warblen migration,



this chapter are the siwilarities and dis-
tinctions drawn between Cathelic social
thought, the Catholic Worker, and the Protes-
ctant-based Social Gospol movement. The dis-
tinctions are showa to have resulted from
the differing sirz im leben of the movements,
while their similaricies often arose simply
from their shared goal of making U.5,

soclety a claser approdimatrion of the
beloved community. Plehl {s the first his-
Lerlan to stand the Catholic Horker in rela-
‘tion to the Seclal Cospel movement In any
substantive way, and while there remains
much co be done here, he deserves recogni-
Lion for blazing an important Etrail.

It is not insignificant that the Catholic
Worker grew up in the socipl milieu of the
Depression. Piehl names the Worker as "the
seans vhereby the unsettling perspectives
of the radical Cospel Ffirst found thels way
into American Cathalicisas.” That the Cathe-
1lic Worker was able te be that vehicle, and
o grow as guickly as it did, is attribyted
to it being originally vnderstood as parc of
the larger "American Catholic consemnsus”
regarding the Depression. After all, didn':r
the Cathslie Worker, along with the wider
Catholic community, offer suppert for labor,
for large parts of the New Deal, and for the
Bishops' social statements? But as the Catho-
Lic consensus broke up in J935/36 over the
Child Labor Amcndment, as the effects af the
Depression lessened and the full implications
of the Catholic Horker Movement's commitment
e radical Gospel valués bacame elearer, as
the Worker began re ring the pacifisc bell
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more loudly in response to the European 3ili-
tarism of the lste '30'y, and as a new and
more virvlent strein of anti-communism began
Lo sWeep over the U.5. landacape like 4
highly contagious disease, Lthe Catholic
Worker suddenly found irself rather alone om
the U.5. Catholic scene. '

That this was bound to happen ie under-

scored by Piehl's congummate scholarship in
examin ing the histoerical developrienr of the
Catholic Worker vis-a~-vis these and other
intertal and external pressure poiots -
pressures which affected and shaped the
movemenl. Jo his apalysis of these pressute
points, Piehl identcifies cne underlying
theme in Worker history.

Whether the hiscorical issue at hand was
the proven impractieality of the farming
communes, the Worker's sventual disaffectlion
for the big laber unions, the holding on to
pacifisa durlmg Werld War 11, or how to
respond to rthe Campicnite challenge regarding
the hespitalicy ministry, Piehl maintains
that “the governing c¢onsiderarion was
alvays which path would best testify to
their religicusly grounded cadical Cospel
ideas." Writing as 1 do from inside the
Worker, T can only say that, at best, T
hope we have triled to wmakeé this lofty {deal
our governiog covslderation. That we have
often failed and will surely continue to do
so should go without saying.

In the fifth chapter, entitled "The
Cathelie Worker and Carholic Liberalise',
the thesis is developed that while the
Catholic Worker itself has not had a great
impact as a social or polirtical movement,
it has nevertheless had tremendous indirect
impact via the route of tradition Catholic
integralism - by influencing apecifir indi-
viduals and movements. In support of this
point, Plehl ldentifies seven different
examples of Catholie Worker-inspired libe-
ralism - from the original Christian Froot,
ta the Associatien of Catholic Trade Unions,
to John Cogley and Ccmmonweal, to Michael
Harringter and "The War on Poverty”. Io this
context, Piehl makes what can only bhe viewad
as a rather startling claim. In his examina-
tion of the mutual influence The Catholic

Worker and Commooweal exerted on each other,

those opinious of Commonweal that wemt beyond
the conventional liberalism of the 1930"s
are attributed ro the "continuing inf(luence
of the Cathelic Worker on Cogley and his
colleagues.”

In the very timely sixth chapter, “The
Cathoelic Worker and Peace,”™ the influence
the Catholfic Worker has had on U.5. sove-
ments for peace is clarified. While clearly



hailing the Worker's pacifis- emphasis as

en lmportant forerunmer to the peace witness
of the "Catholic Left" im Che 1%60's and '70°'=s,
Pichl puts forth the interesting proposicinon
that the real sigoificance of the pacifise
stance was that it uwnderscored the radical
natvre ¢f the Catholic Worker itself. Before
1940, the perceived emphasis of the Catholie
Worker was on hospitality, on the corporal
and spiritual works of mercey lived out on
bahalf of the poor and rocoted in the tradi-
tional theology of the Mystical Body of
Chrisc. These were "ideals" many could sub-
scribe to, ar at the very lecast, empathize
with. Few they were, howaver, who recognized
the true depth and breadth of Day's vision
of radical Gospel values. and for wost, It
is clear that pacfiem continues, as it did
then, £o fall ocutside the pale.

Dorothy Day

Pl Mo e o’

In my opinion, the contributions the
Catholic Worker made te the larger U.S.
peace movement are analogous Lo the moTe
general contriburions it scontinues to make
to the U.5. Cacthelic community. The Worker
called the burgeoniang peace movement of the
early 1960's to intellectual depth and
clarity, especially in regards to the im-
portant meansfends debale on nuclear deter-
rénce. The traditional Worker emphasis on
taking petsonal responsibility fer secial
ills resulted in the Cathelic Worker provi-
ding the peace movement with many of rhe
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individuals willing co go to jail to fur-
ther the casuse of peace. Society was thereby
offerred a prophetic witness in the face

of both Cold War hysteria and the U.5. war
in Southeast Asia. Of equal imporLance was
the call for the peace movement to Integrate
spirituality apd activism, an integration
that was long & hallmark of the Catheolic
Worker itself.

These are the same pifts which Lhe
Catholic Worker gives to the church. Pighl
calls the Worker largely a "movement of
intellectual and spiritval remewal.” In
this he 1s right. He uncovers the truly
important role The Catholic Worker paper
itself has plaved io shaping V.5, Catholic
spiritual and intellectual 1ife io the
twentieth century. And in defining a4 spi=
ritual movement as "ooc that positively
addresses the splritual dilewmas of a
peciod apd thereby opens the possibility
of aew cultural approaches to religtos”,
Piehl uncovers the Catholic Worker movement
- layer by layer - and reveals it to ba a
spiritual movement worthy of his definition.

This analytical history is so wall-
researched thar the notes often read like
s veritsble "Who's Who" in U.5. Catheli-
cism® It is invitatiomal in.tone, appealing
to historilans, activists, students and
scholars. It offers a skillful blend of
scholarly snalysis with engaging narrative,
and - im that sense - the author has him-
self mastered a trait which has been a
trademark of the movement he has studied
&> perceptively.

Cne does, however, eften yearn for mare
narrative, more stories from Worker history
to flesh out the anplysis. But perhaps that
desire is oot as wall-founded as it might
be. Readers of The Bound Tabla lmow that
Catholies Worker history provides good story,
for as Stanley Vishnewski was fond of saving,
“The Catholic Worker consists of marcyrs
and saints, and the martyrs are thosa who
have 1o live with the saints,” It i3 oot
still anoather rotelling of stories about
these martyrs and sainte that the Church
needs, but an analysis that offers fresh
and challanging fosights into the ongoing
significance of Catholic radicalism for tha
wider church. Mel Fiehl has pgope far im
providing that gnalysis.

(A sliphtly different version of this
teview originally appeared in the Journal
of Religion and Incellectual Life).
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FROM LITTLE HOUSE
by Mary Ann McGivern, 5.1,

I hate statistics. Thet's vhy T usually
don't remember them. As much as 1've lived
with the military spending data, vhea 1
laid out the rough dreft for the starisri-
cal charts e¢lsevhare in the Journal, 1
couldn‘t remember 1f it was 2 or 5 bil-
lion (It was 5!) Icr is too much money,
too many people, oo much human suffering.
On the phene, collecting data, I wanted [0
chat with people, ask them what they thought
of the figures they wers reading off to me.

Doesn't tha press compare lead polsoaing
wvith the measles outbreak, I asked. What
about follow-up? What long-term impairment
do the 1215 suffer who were disgnosed in
19717 How many cures are there? What coasti-
Lutes a cure?! How many of the 5700 children
borm to teenagers In 1981 died hefore their
first birthday? Why doesn't the city keep
that record?

Doesn't $4.6 million a month seem a very
low payment to 19,000 families with depen-
dent children? And duesn’t 5308 a month for
a family of four compute te 53,686 & year?
How many get the maximum 5261 in food stamps?
Who lives in subsidized housing and how much
is the subsidy? Does anyone on AFDC get
enough woney to buy the kids shoes when
they need Lhem?

Listing the questions like rthat sounds
adversarial - and I want to be adversarial
with somebody, make an argument on behalf
of all the persous behind the numbers -
but the men and women [ talked with were
both helpful snd grateful that acr leasc
somecone was psking them about the erocked
gftructures thay record.

Trying o put a human face on my data,

I thoupht about the ¢hildren I've knewm acr
the Worker.

Children having children! Jean, daughter
of Ruth, glving birth at age L4. Sharom,
daughter of Helem, giving birth at age 15.
Their ehildren are 5 and 7 now. 17 year old
Lisa, 1& year old Ann Thoerese, 17 year a&ld
Barbara whose son Robbie then was poisoaed
by lead paink. B.L.'s twins died at 7
months. Dabbie's 5 year old see and infant
daughter both dead. Weorking on this issue
of The Round Table reminds me of my grief
for so many familles.

Hy most ablding sorrew {s tied to my
experience of joy with the¢ children whe
clung to me. Four year old Torrle eried
coe day when 1 was off to work at the
Peace Instituce. I said, "I have to go to
work to bring home the bacoo.” And he
sald, "We don't have to est bBacon.” Turcle's
10 and lives near St. LoKe's Rospital;

1'm scared to visit hio because 1 can't
be a steady presence in his life - or

in Jose's or Hope's or Tammy's or any of
the hundred childres T've known well for
s short time, children scarved for alfee-
tion, attention, play, time off from Che
grind of getting by oo almost nothing.

What will become of Lhem? They can’t
read. Some are sick. Seme lisp. Nene of
thew oeow aunything outside the walls of
poverly.

Wo ooly know the end of a few stories,
Charles Ocis will be a sophomore in Septem-—
ber and has interviews linmed up for jobs at
the 200, stadium, and Brightside. Zlijha
oad Feot will be junicrs, Carmen a sopho-
more, and Paul, who will be 19 before you
receive this ia the wall, had a son, Joseph,
born March 16. Antrice, Barbara, Vicki, Tel
and others work regularly at the Worker
houses. Lulu is married, haz a second child,
and works for Blue Cross.

It vemiods we of the "babies In the
river" story. Someone spoctted bables in
the river. Teams worked shifts around the
cloek co rescue them, cure their hypothemmia,
feed them, (ind foster care and adoptive
parents. Thea somebody on one of the shifrs
just walked away and began heading upstream.
Everybody cried, '"Come back. We ooed you.
fielp us save the bahies.” And the persen
answered, ''I'm going upstream to see who's
throwing the bables into the river.”

The Lictle House is fine. Siatery Caran
end Eiigha spend weekends with us. B.J, s
molther Miriam and my brother Joe are ill.
Please pray for them. Frances has moved to
Council Towers. Steve is rewiring her aparc-
mant, says tha 30 amp service i3 the most
primitive he's seen. Ellen and Myrrah will
meve in 23 soon a2 we've tested for lead
paint.

MARY ANN MeGIVERN, S.L., comtimes Lo patliently thansfoam the vacant fot
nexd Lo the Little Howse inlo a green oasis. Asparagus has now jodned hen Apsts.
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A STATISTICAL TABLE OF SOCIAL SIN

5T. LOULS CITy
Curreat housing walt list for familfes:
COMPLLED B8Y MARY AHN HcGIVERN, 5.k --public housing: L1,%64
--gection 8: 8,996

Lead paint polsoniog 1971-83
—children screened: 131,376

HATLONAL DATA, 1984 ~-Leating positive: 24,195
Average iucome: 524, 830/yr 1984
fovarty line: - 10,17B/yr —children screened: 12,982
Average cost of food -=testing positive: 1,066
for a femily of 4&: 9%, 40/ /wk
lofant mortalicy, 1983
HISSOURI --white: 8.7 deaths per 1000 live births
Haximum food stamp allotment for a --nog-white: 20.7 deathe pac 1000 live
family of & (if their rent is high, births
etc,):  $26l/mo. ~-total: 15.8 deaths per 1000 live
birthe
HETROFOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA (5 Tllinois
and & Missouri counties plus Sr. Louis city) Proposed federal school lunch cuc:
1984 HUD estimate of homeless any £686 million (29.2% in S5t. Louis Hetre
pight: 3000 Area)

Individuals who received emergency Fetimate of students that wlll be omitted
shelter in 1984: 10,000 from the school lunch program: 7.3 million
Number of people in the 5t. Louls City
recelving food stamps: 87,692
Hoathly cost of the city food stamp
program: §4,483,497

HOW MUCH 15 A MILLION DOLLARS?§78?

B AARARAAND

. - fi is B &

‘. Ll hi wd wd .a-r'l—ﬁbé visd 1 F-18 fighter plane, made fa St. Louls,
Buoiudud vl abodudnid costs $32 millicu.

wisdeluintudnin = 1 year operating budget for Cardinal Clen-

Covm ol o o, O i SO - g e

—_— ‘ non Hospltal - 532 million

==. “ “ “ “ﬂ “ ﬁ L year opersting budget for the Botanical
pr—pier—y Pl ot TP e e | Gardens ~ 55 million

s - e e _ . . Total cost of Pruitt-lgoe Housling Project
B e ‘-L" :'L” i S in the 1990s when tha bond i{ssue is paid -
B el s T A A ade 5116 million

L. ol Al iﬂ‘i FY 1983 Department of Defense eontract
. e avards io the Metropolitan Statistical

. DaOA T 04 Atea: §5,325,961,000 (yes, that is billions)
ve re orul Fw f:.-_

| Vit o ey § Wiyt ¥ —

Spurce: Cathelic Belief Secvices
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by Clare Bussjaeger

Judging from the questions we get asked
by mew visitors, people must wonder a lot
ahout the food situmtion at Karen House:

"Do you geot cnough food? . . . Weuld it
help Af I brimg haes for Epster? . . . Do
the children get encugh milk? . . . Could

you use some tomatoes from my sister's
garden? . . . How many people de you Feed?

. Do you have a soup line? . . . Hbo
does the cookinp?"

Well, with the soupline for neighbors
pver at Cass House, our task is fairly
small, centerimg arcund rhree meple o
day for about thirty people - say Lwenty-
five of our guests pnd five community
members. Usually, there are about eight
children here, bhut {f any of them are
school aga they are unlikely to be here
at lunch Eime. However, their absence is
usually made up for by a former guest vho
has dropped in for a visic.

Too, we make sandwiches (peanut butter
and jelly, or pechaps cheese) for poople
who ask at the doer. Mostly, people who
stop by for a sandwich are men who live
nearby - the same men whe gather about
the east wall of the vacant building across
the way oo Benton Street o the mornings
- or the men who hang out on Fourteenth
Street on the glass-strewn lot near the
abandoned shoestore.

Even though by our agreed-upon division
of labor with Cass house food boxes are
obtained there, we still give food Lo
neighbors for preparation at their home
in emergency, particularly if the person

orf family uged to atay at Karen House.

I mean, really, 1'd be ambarragsed to
tell somwebody who lived with us for three
or {our months to hightail it en down the
street vhen we have o bag of yams, a
gallon of soup, some letruce and a few
spples to spare. Ve give away food to
neighbors thiz way about a dozen times

a week.

The food that is shared with us by
parishes, prayer groups, families, Eckert's
Cafeteria, Alexian Brothers' Hospital, and
one of the "food baoks" 1s consumed right
here on our =i1x dining room tables. Break-
fasts are minimully outritious and waximally
swent, too often. We have doughmi s or
other pastry or cake almosr every
wormiog. Usually, a house brand of corn-
flakes 13 available, but sowetloes T get
too cheap dolng the grocery shopping and
fail to buy evough ollk. Already as an ef-
fort to ration the milk we serve it only
st breakfast. While the eggs given us by
the Carter and McCaskill families are re-
gerved for cooking and Sundays, fruit is
readily avetlable not only ar breakfast
but at all three meals, thanks to Bob Kova
et al who salvage the throw-away produce
from a Florissant supermarket. Then there's
coffer: normally w¢ make one 40-cup um a
day. But occasionally we'wve had one or two
heavy coffae-aulpers, necessitating an
extra half=pras.

He serve luneh for ocur guests at 12:30,
just ms they are returning from Cheir
moraing's job and apartment-hunting. Seems

CLARE BUSSIALGER, Karen Houwde Comru.iity membenr, went back to acheol eanlfiex
s sprang. Sae 44 buby witlh Joo Angend making heir wedding plans fox swween.
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as 1f soup 13 a noonmeal mainstay. We get
8 good bit of already-made soup donated
'most every week. The morning housetaker
has a fairly easy job teo jusc hear it up,
along with bread and leftovers from the
night before.

This food was likely to have been left-
overs Lo begio with. The biggest reliable
source for our supper meals is Alaxlan
Brothers Hospital. The kicchen workers
there save all kinds of vegetables and
main dishes that they were vnable te use in
the cafeteria. So by the time it finds
our plates, ir's been cooked, held on a
ateam table, refrigerated, transferred to

Faren House's containers, re-refrigerated,
then re-heated for supper. Some foods are

till tasty enough after all chat handling.

Others change in texture rather dramatic-
ally. Think, for example, of asparagus,
english peas, or lasagna.

Who cooks/reassembles che meals? Lee
always knows what food {8 on hand and is
talented at plamning meals, so sho makes
out all the senus. Actually, she does a
heck of a lot of the cooking, too. Three
times a week people of cur suppert commu-
aity - willing and shle Eriends of the
house - prepare the supper meal. I'm
afraid there's not much glamour in this
task. Mostly, thera aren’t even potatoes
to pesl or cabbage to chop unless the cook
can get here very early. Fresh vegerables

for thirty take a good bit of preparation
Lime, so Les has them ready for the scove
by the rime the night's cock arrives un
the scene. Besides, we have the haspital
vegetables Lo use, teo. What is needed is
someone skilled in owshy vegetable resusci-
tation, able to turn hodgepodge accumula-
tions of chipped beef, meatballs with
Lomato sauce, and chicken pleces into a
single palatable casserole or stew. No
task for the epicurean gourmet, this is a
nitky-gritcty job for the artsy-craftsy
sort with an apprecistion for recycling.
Things do come cogether so that, all-
in-all, wve're sble to offar decent mesls

Kradey Chpwriowl

te our puests. Perhaps 1've only grown
accustomed, but it scems to me that chings
are better at Karen House, [oodwise, than
they were five years ago: more and [resher
fruit and vegetables, no more last-mjnure
scrambles to fivd more food when the
serylog pots empty before everyone is
sorved, penercus people who come regularly
with meals to serve, fewer heavy meazls of
earbohydrate upon carbohydrate. Mow if
enly I could énsure vegetarian pizza

a week! +
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I would like te take this time ta say
helle to all. 1'm goiog into my second year
at Cass House and would like to share my
gratitude with you, and especially with
Cass House. I'm very proud to be o member
of the communicy. The friendship that has
been bestowed on me 1'11 never forget. I
tame Lo Cass House in November 1983 and
found something that had become very rare
- friends. 1'm one vho values that, and I
love belng & friond to others. I've leamed
a lot from all of you and will continue to
do so. ['m also & member of the Community
Land Trust of St. Louis. I'm very excitad
about that, too.

(it community at Cass Jouse has grown
with Tim coming from Joplin, Missouri. He
has been a big plus to us. He works very
hard and doean't get mueh rest, so 1711
say, "Tim, get some rest!" (Smile). Lt
is easy to burn yourself o¢ut, and we don't
want that. Stanley has been ill recently.
(As we go to press, Stanley has suffered
n stroke and ks in iatensive care ar Barues
Hospital. Flease keep him in your prayers.
-~ed.) Bobbie Ross gave birth to a beauri-
ful baby girl on Sacurday, February 2nd.
Janet and Sy. Carol were on hand. Bobbie
has named her Monica Carol Ross after Sr.
Monieca Schreiber and Sy, Carel Donahue.
Litecle Monica's yaunger siblings are still
calling their sister "Sister Monica Sister
Carol.” Tragically, Zack's Grandfather died
the night of March 2lsc. Please keep his
famlly in your prayers. Zack 1s a wouoder
to me. He acver tires of doing somcthing
constructive - 1'm amazed at his e¢nergy.
Zack please slow down?.?

A new member to Cass Bouwse, Hary Fitz-
gerald, has also been s plus. She is a
live-in volunteer vhom everyone finds very
comfortable to be around. She has a special
warmth about her that's irresistable. I say
welcome and hope you're around for scme
time.

Those of the community liviug outside of
Csss House are greatly missed: kathy, Joy,
5t- Carcl end Bach- It iy always greal to
see them. While they were here 1 would take
for granted that { would see them Che mext
day. I say that, along with other things.
let’s not take cach other for granted. Lel
us always pray for Virginia and the people

FROM CASS HOUSE
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by Tommy Askew

of Nicaragua. May pecace be restored and
gend Virginia back to us. Amen.
Our work is helping the hesaless mnd
the poot. 1 would like to cake this Clme
to say a prayer entitled "Happy are the
poor in spiric.”
Some may ask how blest are the poor in
spirit, the reign of God is thedirs.
Blest too are the sorrowing, for they
shall be comforted.
Blest are they who hunger and thirsc,
far they shall have their fill.
Blest the peacemakers.
Blest are you whep they insult you and
persecute you and utter every kind of
glander against you. Be glad and rejolice
for your reward in heaven 12 great.
This i= the Gospel of the Lord. Amen.
1'm not good at writing, but for those
who thought I could [ say thaoks. Hy wri-
cing is short - for me to write everything
1 want is impossible. Words don't come
¢asily toe thank people for being so kind
and thoughtful. It brings tears Lo my eyes.
I love each and every oné in the community,
and hope our relationship will continue as
it is. "Love you all.” (Smile.) +

TOMMY ASKEW, Commsunily memben atf Cass House, provides a sZeady and
compassionate presence on the mea's sede at Cass House.



ReurdTabre, Ta;

by Patrick G. Coy

What follows is the imaugural column of
a new fearure in the pages of The Round
Table. "HRound Table Talk” will regularly
appear here on the second last page, and
vill ke an occasion of Catholic Worker social
commentary. Mora often tham not, our house
articles concentrate on the daily happenings
io our hospitality houses and on the comings
and goings of our community members and
guests, We think house news to be important
as we want you, our readers, Lo koow us and
to feel at howe when you visit us. But we
think it of equal import te dialogue with
you on the pressing social issues cf gur
day. Since the approasch of this journel is
thematic, with each issue largely devoted
to a single topic, we are seldom able to
find space where a community member can
sound off and publicly scratch the zocial
iteh that has been bothering them.

We hope to bring the €ifry-twe year old
tatbolic Worker tradition to bear cu a wide
raoge of socisl issues. The analytical tools
at our disposal in this venture have their
origina in our attespt Eo be toue to the
teachings of Christ. We are pacifists who
believe that Jesus seant what he sald when
he preached the Sersmon oo the Houwoi. Curx
houses of Hospitality and the multifaceted
work wé do on behall of our guests is our
surely inadequate attempt to live out the
ethical demands of Jesus' hillside homily.
Thet we fall daily is taken for granted.
That we at leasr try daily is eructial. _

Dur editorial beard believes that thac
attempt, however flawed and imadequate, i1s
significant enough to offer us 8 peculiar
perspective ot reality. This is especially
g0 since 1t is Informed and enlivanad by
the Worker tradictien. The political pewer-
brokers in this world would, 1 am sure,
deem our perspective more thanm peculiar.

S50 be fr. Ye are, after all, the somecines
all-too-proud possessors of a history be-
gpecklad with attempts to bear witness Lo
gospel truth in the Face of state power.
Aving amonget che poor and disenfranchised
in the shadow of the Gateway Arch does
strange things to how one views realivy.
Thiz should not be surprising since Jesus
hung around with prostitutes, Samaritans,
sioners, adulterers, women and Foreigners,
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and lock what erazy ideas he ended up
propagating.

Why is all of this so important? 1
think it fair to assumec that no oae in the
upper levels of the Reagan administration
can lay claim Lo having a poor person as a
friend. It's as sisple as all that. They
have ne financially impoverished socl mate
to break Eucharistic bread with by breakiag
open their lives together Lhrough the simple
sharing of 1ife storiesx, If 1 were wrong in
wy assuspltion, the persen chosen to defend
the legal and constitutional rights of the
poer of our nation, Atvormey General Edwin
Meese, would pot be able to ssy that pecple
eat, by preference, the salvaged food we
serve at our soupline, and sleep on tha
cold ceramic tile of our porch by choice.

If Ronald Reagan really knew, as a friend,
farmers who have seen their life's work

and family heritage vanish in an hour -

gone forever in the putrid smoke of fore=
closucre - he would not make remarks like,

"I think we should keep the grain and export
the farmers.”

These are crass remarks which, tragically,
reflect equally iusensitive foreign and do-
sestic policy. The militarization of our
economy 1is resulting im the corpocatization
ef our agriculture. The human face is absent.
Compossion is cepleced by crassness,

Perhaps Dorothy had these same dynumics
in wind when she wrote in the May, 1940
issue of The Catholic Worker that "Patlience,
contentment with the litlle way, hard work,
obscurity and povercy, the knowledpe of the

these sre vhat is nceded.”

S0, we will write out of our experience,
hoping to brimg about the clarification of
thought that was s¢ central to Peter Maurin'sz
vision. And we hope you will respend. Con=
siderable time and energy is eapended on
this journal which nuw goes out to nearly
2000 of you. We still type It on a typewriter
prone to beakdowns; layour is done amongst
the clutter and chaos of the communiry
Toom atl Haren douse. We often wonder about
the results of our writing and your read-
ing. Do_you agree, disagree, care? We
would Llike to give a little space o let-
ters Lo the éditors from our readers, so
don't be bashful, po ahead and seratch
your ifch in Chese pages as well! +



Community
Prayer:

AT KAREN HOUSE:
Tuesday at 2:00 p.m.

AT CASS MOUSE:
Wednesday a2 7:15 p.m.

Come pray with us.

CW Course

Patrick Coy, community member at darem
House and campus minlstec at 5t. Louis
University, will teach a course at SLU
in July on "U.5.Cathelic Spiritualities:
Borothy Day and Thosas Merton'”. For more
info: St. Louis U. Dept. of Theological
Studies at 658-2881.

You Are Invited To Qur

Birthday Party!l

The Catholic Worker 1e 52 years cld on
tay lst. We will celebrate this occasion
with a liturgy, followed by a dessert
pot-luck. Please join us and help us
celebrate our birthday, by sharing pray-
er and bresking bread with us at Cass
llouse on Wednesday, May 1, at 7:15pm.

-SPEAKERS-

The Catholic Worker Movement is over 51
years old. We have a loog and rich tradition
of trying to witness to the values of paci-
fiam, veluntary poverty, the corporal

works of mercy and racial and social justice.

We are eager to share our story with you,
our readers. If you would Iike ome of us
to apesk to your group, please call az at
621-4052 (Raren House) or 621-3085 (Cass
Houge) ,

The Round Table is Lbe quarterly journal of Cathelic Worker 1{fe and thought

in St. Louis. Althoygh subscriptions are free, domations are gladly accepted.
Flease write to Mark Sehew, 1840 Hegan, St. Louis, MD, 63106. People working
on Chis issue ware: June Brown, Patrieck Coy, Michael Meclantyre, Janet Grey
McKennls, Tim Petarek, Ellen Rehg, and Mark Scheu.
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