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WHY THIS ISSUE?

"fou need to start looking for a job." How many times have [ addressed these
words to a guest, my feeble and somevhat shamefaced delivery belying the urgency
of my words? For I know full well that this [ifty to sixty year old woman 1s virtually
unemployable. With ne other choice, she has worked hard all ber 1ife raising chil-
dren and has oow elther ovtlived her husband or separated from him. Perhaps she
has never vorked for pay, silnce her husband supported her, or perhaps she has only
wvorked at low-paying "pink collar" jobs. ¥Now with her children grown, her hushand
gooe, and no income--she is homeless. Yet she has worked hard all her life; why
must she pow suffer the hardships of desticution because her work does oot pay?

The issue of lebor has, from the beginning, been a pressing concern of the
Catholic Worker, as the research contained in Hike McIntyre's lead arricle shows.
Tom Jeannot presents a reporl on a current issue in the church today, the dialogue
comcerming Marxist apalysis as a legitimare toal for liberation theoloegy and as an
analysis of labor. As the excerpts from Johm Faul II's encyclical illustrate, the
Pope has created a compelling theory of bumen labor which comtributes to the engoing
YChristian-Macxise dlalogue."

The “Easy Essays' we have chosen complement the ideas expressed In rhese
articles. lo his own inimitable style, Peter Mauric exposes The ultimste simi-
larity between unjonized lebor end the owmers of production, He z2lso remindg us
of the inrimate connection between work and art, hearkening back te a time when
work was art. Roo Xrash conveys his reflectious as a "responsible worker”, i.a.,
an arrist, oane who still visibly “owns" his work.

Lest we become too myopic in our view of labor as industriaiized, Mary Amn
McGivern, in the Lirtle House article, shares her thoughts om the recent developments
in the United Farmm Workers' struggle. We have enclosed a UMW grape boycoll! postcard
in epch issue and ask you to illustrate your support to the renewed boycott by
sending the card back to the UFW, Ve close with a timely arricle by Mark Scheu on
the relationship between faith and pelitics.

In this issue, we bring you the theory of labor, and in our houses we daily
confront the reality of Lady Poverty. St. Franmcis' appelation appropriately
points to the overwhelmingly female face of unpaid labor im ovur counkry. I hope
for & time when the Catholic Worker vision 1s fully realized and I no longer must
uTge our guests hack into tha system which has vicrimized them.

Coven daauing by
LARRY NOLTE gor
The Round Tabfe

-Ellen Rehg

WE ARE NOT TAX EXEMPT

All gifta to the Catholic Worker g¢ to 3 common fund which ks used o meet
the dally expenses of pur work.

Gifis W our work are not ai-deductible. As 3 commanily, wé have never
scught tax-exenspl siatus sinee we are convineed that jostice and the works of
merty should be acts of consclence which came at 3 perzonal sacrifice. with-
oul governmental approval, regulatien or reward, We belleve i€ would be a
misuse of our limited resogrees of (ime and persomnsl (as well 38 & violatien
af our understanding of the meaning of community) te create the organizatisnal
slrueturs required. ard 10 mainfain the paper-work necesgary [opr oblalnimg
tax-deductible statos. Alse, since much of what we do might be considered
vpolltical,’” in the semse that we sirive to gquestion, challenge and confron! omr
present soclety and many of lis sireciures and valoes, some wouwld deerm ws
technically Imeligible for tox-dedpctible, charitable sintus.
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WORK and THE WORKER

by Michael Mcintyre

Thims, them, 1s the task: to gather ro-
gether epough of the diverse material
which constitutes the legacy of tha Ca-
tholic Warker Movement to distill a eohe-
rent social philosophy of labor. We must
attempt cthis through ap exsmination of
the questions Catholic Workers asked them-
selves, questions both practical--"Hew do
we relate to the workers?" "How does our
support ef labor relate to the rest of
our wotki'--and theoretical--"What is the
fundamental nature of labor?' "How shall
labor be socially organized?”

Such a task presents peculiar difficul-
ties. The Catholic Worker Movement corpus
is diverse, and not easily accessible.
Catholic Workers never wrote with one
voice, and rarely attempted te abstract
theory from immediates comcems. That ab-
straction will be the work of thiz= paper,
an atlempt to catch sight of a social
theory “on the fly,” a philosophy im flux.

The method shall be to aim for breadth
rather than depth. The raw material for
this essay has been the collected edition
of the Catholic Worker from 1933 to 1961.
This acurce limits the scope of this essay
in a number of ways, Obviously, the col-
lection stops before my historical memory
of the Catholic Worker Movement begius.
Horeover, the Catholic Worker is the volce
of rhe New York Catholic Worker houses, npt
the movement as & wvhola. Nevertheless, this
collection may allow us to grasp the ini-
tial and middle development of a social
philosophy of labor at what has always been
considered the "motherhouse” of the Catho-
lie Worker Movement.

At the outset, it must be recognized
that the Catholic Worker began as an organ
of solidavity with the progressive wiag
of organjized labor, and constmtly cham-
ploned militant labor struggle. Consider
Lthe following headlines, all from Lhe
first page of the ficst year of the

Exploited by U.S. War Deparcment,” “Less
Child Labor Due t¢ Fresent Low Wage Scale,”
“30 Hour Week," "School Pupils Strike.”

"Womgn in Industry,"” "Strike Hethods ol
Farmers Hastening Relief Legislation,”
"Textile Code Hearing Reveals Extensive
Child Labor in U.S.," “Peomsylvamia Miners
End Bitcer Strike--Await Coal Code,' "New
York Milk Strikers Ask for Greater Share
of Profits,” "Violence Imminent in 21-
State Strike; Farm's Doom Seen." Current
readers of the Catholic Worker will
certainly realize that those kinds of
stories just don't see the light of day
mny wmore. In short, tne purpose of the
paper has changed since Dorothy Day wrote
in Junma, 1934: "If ocur stories this moath
pre ominous in tone, and if our friends
would wish that we coocentrated more aon
the joy of the love of God and less on the
class strife which prevails in industry,
we remind thew of the purpose of this
paper. 1t is addressed to the workers and
what is of interest to them is the conditicn
ef lpbor, gnd the attitede of the Church
in regard to it." This change may be more
casily understood if ve remember that
during the Great Depressioa, the workers
were the poor. Today, our selidarity with
the poor takes different forms as today's
poor are not workers, but an undecclass of
the sporadically ewployed.

Durtog this ecarly period, laber reporting
in the Catholic Worker temded to be of two
sorts, There were the straight lsbor stories
of the sort headlined above. Alongside
these, usually occupying large amounts of
space ot the inside pages, were distilla-
tions of Catholic ceaching on "the labor
question.” These articles were usuvally
based on the encyclicals "Rerum Novarum'
and "Quadragesimo Anno”, and were designed
te support the Worker's positicn of labor
sollidarity as firely in line with papal
teaching .

Hikﬂlﬂcinfyae, a nesidend of Casa House buil a commundity memben at Kanren
House, & Zthe mwﬁ,é;;u.ﬂ Loniz beliveen Lthe oo,
[e]]]
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One episode from this period {5 parti-
cularly enlightening, The high poinc of
Catholic Worker solidaricy with labor
struggles came during cthe scaworker's
strike of 1935-36. The workers of tha
Wational Haritime Uniom launched a grass
roots strike which had as irs obhject not
onily the bettermant of working conditions
and wage scales, bur a#lspo the overthrow
of & corrupt and cousexrvative upiom buresu-
cracy. The strike was won with mo little
help from the Catholic Worker house in
Hew York. Comseguently, the National Mari-
time Union became a sort of model for the
Catholic Worker vision of a wolon: con-
trelled by Lts members, a high degree of
comeitment (its slogan was "every membar
an orgonizer”), milltant in its quest for
& better life For its members, and inde-
pendent of communist control. The strength
of this attachment was showm in a series
of articles from October, 194% to February,
1950 recounting the then occuring purge of
radical elewments from the NMU anc its tike-
over by conservative trade-unionists.

The Cathelic Worker did vot change from
a "labor paper” Lo o "peace paper” over-
nlght or in a8 long soooth fashiocn. Through-
oul the thirties, Che pasper was largely
devoted fo the labor question. As cone
might pguess, the question of prace became
dominant duriog the Second World War.

After the war, howevar, the labor gues-
tion once again received substmmtial at-
tention from the paper, in lacge part
through the laber reporting of Robert
ludlow and Michael Harciogion. During

the lace 1950°'s, however, the labor
question receded coce asgain, replaced by
reportage on the growing civil rights
movement, anti-colonlal struggles in Africa
and elsewhera  the [ledgling aaot{i-nuclear
movement of the late fifties and early
sixties with its contributions te the
theocy and practice of nonviolence, and
of course, later on, the Vietnm War aund
the rvesurgent anci-nuclear movement of
the seventies and eighties,

ne excepticn rLo this decline of labor
soiidarity was the very active suppart given
te the United Farm Workers in the late six-
ties mand early seventiss. The reas$oos are
fairly pbvious: the UFW wpas and is a mils-
Cant, grass-roots union, the population
among whom tha UFW recrults is everwhel-
mingly Catholic, and the UMW actively so-
licited support from Dorothy and the
Catholic Worker Movement. A licttle digging
even reveals that the psper had published
@n article on working conditions of Cali-

fornta lettuce workers in May, 1940, a
scries of articles on the congitions of
farcworkers in late 1948, and anothey
series of arcticles on the horrors of the
"bracaro" program in the late fifties.

I must spologize if | have glven the
impression that chis synopeis of writings
on the labor question is complete; Lt is
net. Appther sort of essay om Lthe labor
question exlated in the paper duricg
these years, one which concerned itself
with gquestions of the philosophy of labor
more than splidarity wich labor. Here the
buming coocerm was how to Eind a third
way between capitelism and ¢oamunism, how
to find in Catholie social teschipg a doc-
ttine of labor vhich could posc a visble
altemative to a capitalisa whieh grouod
the faces of the pocor and a communism
which would lure the proletariat awoy {rom
the Church. lo the same 19346 actlele
earlier cited, Dorothy wrote: "Lf we
attempz with undue oplimism to minimize
the crisis, if we do not recegmbze thelr
[the workers'| plight, we are forcing the=
to tum to shects such as the Dailly Worker

[the official Communist ParCy newspaper)
which does take cogonizance of thedr coo-
dicion."

The Catholic Worker's more thecretical
writings exist nlﬂng:ldc and o Lension
with the articles whose concern was prac-
tical, {mmediste solidarity with laebor's
struggles. It will be my claim that these
articles evinced a coherenc social philo-
sophy of labor. Horeover, Lt will be seen
that this philosophy came from ocutside
thoe Catholiec Worker Hovement Ltsell.
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The name ot that philosophy is distribu-
tism, Distributism, litcle komown in this
tountry, was the philosophy of a number
of British Roman Catholic critics of indus~-
crialism: Eric Gill, G.K. Chesterton, Hil-
aire Belloe, Fr. Vincent Mciabb, 0.F. It
flourished in Bricain in the 19308, and
was formally embraced by the Catholic
Worker i the late 1940a. lts elements
ineluded an anti-materiaslistic philosophy
of the nature of human labor, an camphasis
cu the need for widespread ownership of
property (especially land), promeocion of
cocperative arrangesents for preduction
and distribution of goods, snd an unrelen-
ting hatred of industirial production and
the huge urban agglomsecrations ic spawued.

The Catholic Worker first gave sericus
expliclic censideration to discributism in
B series of articles penned by Dorothy Day
for the June through October, 194B issues
of the Cathalic Worker, "All the Way to
Heaven Is Ueaven, or, Arvicles on Nistri-
burisa™.
Chesterton, ¢t al, iucluded the iu!inwing
dlELnitLuu' "The Distrihutist or Propri-
etary Stace is defined as a society in
which the detemmining number of citizenms
are owners of productive property.” The
distinct Catholic Worker variety of dis-
Tribuwlism was spalled out in greater da=
tail in the sole c¢ditorial of February,
1954: "...we [avor the establishment of
a bistriburist economy whorein chose who
have a vocprion to the land will work on
the farms surrounding tbe viilage and
these who bave ofhér vocations will work
in the villlage itself. ...We belfeve in
worker ownershlp of the mesns of produc-
tion and distribution...to ba accomplished
by decentralized cooperatives and the
elimination of a distinet employer class.”

borothy's late embrace of distribulism

may be seen as an atfempt to antegrale
radical concern for the working class (cf.
“"worker ownership of the means of preduc-
tion"~-a soclalist formula) with the theo-
retical articles on labor which apprared
in the Catholic Vorker in the thirties.
A close lopk at those articles wakes it
apparent that all the clements of dis-
triburism were Lhere, walting to he un-
covered, named, and clailmed,

The tone may be set by an article in
the paper's z¢cond issue, "Maurin's Pro-
gram”, written by none ather than Peter
Haurin. He statas: "People will have o
o back to the land. The machine has
displaced labor, the cities are over-
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Thase celebrations of $ill, Belloe,

crowded. The land will have to take care
of them. My whole scheme is a Utoplan,
Christian Communism. [ m= not afraid of
the vord communism, 1 am not saying oy
program is for evervone. It is for those
who choose to embrace iv. 1 am not
opposed ta private property with res-
ponsibility. But those who own private
propecty must never forget that it is a
trust.™

"laboa {8 a means of self-expression,

The workea's gidt Lo Lthe cosmon good.

Theae 44 sc¢ nzich devression

becuase theae <3 so Little expagssion.”
--Peten Lanncn

www.karenhousecw.org

Maurin was aet a discribuctist; he was
a sywpathlzer with parts of che discri-
butist program. But # look at other wri-
ters for the paper during the thirties
reveals that the diverse program proomo-
ted in the Catholic Worker during those
years constitute the “elements of a dis-
tributist society which was cxplltiLly
esbroced years later.

The foremost distributist influecce
during those vears was Bric Gill. An
English craftswan of repulte in 2 pumber

f fields, Gill's writings focused on the
radical discontinuity between what indus-
trialism makes of the labor of both workaer
and artist and the easential mature of
labor as defined in Thomistic philesophy.
For Gill, human lsbor must be purposeful,
art ful, and epnobling. Otherwise, it is
in conflict with 4its essentlal nature,
and that conflict plays ltself gut in the
havoc wreaked upon workers by industriolism.
Maurin's own definicion of labor could
bhave been taken straight From Gill: "Laber
is not o comagdity Lo be bought and sold--
{Laber is 2 means of self-expression, the
Worker's gift to the common good.”

An emphpsis oo the necesalby of vide-
spraad owvnership of land first appeared
in the pages of the Cathelic Worker io
Snptui:er 1933 in ap article by Heory J.
Foley, "Exploitation by the Land Honopoly.™
Foley was quite clearly a disciple of
Henry George, beliaving proflits were ulti-
oately a form of remt, and that the back
of plutocracy could be broken by e single
tax on land. Sajd Foley, "The laws of the
land bar evecy buman being from the right
Lo make a living unless he is & land owner.
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This writer advocates a union of forces to
Grge (he government to take over the land

as 1t has taken contrel of the gold situa-
tien. "

The Worker's becter-developed posicion
on the quéstion of land ownership, however
leaned in 2 much less stetist dirvection.
In practical terms, the Worker embraced
the establishment of 4mpll, decentralized
farmicg communes ("agronomic universities")
as a key elemant in its program Lo make a
revolution frowm below. In 1935 and 1936,
baaoer froot page headlines cried out, "TO
CHRIST, TC THE LANL". The Jasuary, 1936
issue devoted the entire back page to
decails of plans for the opening of the
first Catholic Worker Farm. Froan 1918 1
1940, the back page of the Catholic Worker
slvays bore the title “The Land” and car-
ried a pumber of smwaller articles derail-
ing small, indlvidual cfforts tec make a
"green revolutfon". Here we can clearly
see the practical basis of the later call
for an cconomy based on decentralized
agricultural production and village craft
ecouomies.

Throughout the 1930s, the Catholie
Worker carried articles in support of che
coopevative movement: the establishment of
purchasing co-ops, the founding of credit
unfons and people’s bsoks, and efforts Lo
re-establish the guild as the fundmental
unit of economic proeduction. This last
cause wa2 champlioned by Michael Guan o
a tegular column, "The Labor CGuild". The
Labor Guild was to embedy, in embryounic
fashion, not a mode of production which
was-devald of classes, bur one in which
clasees would be purely functional and not
carry with them the suthoricarian social
power which accrves to the propercied
classes in capilallss. Goods produced by
a Labor Guild would, moreover, be sold
at a “just price'”, and the workers would
be paid a "just wage". Thus, the Labor
Gulild would opt out of the market economy
by a self-conscious commitment to the
econuaic categories of classical Thomistic
thought.

And so wa see that all the emlements of
a distributist program vere present in the
eerly years of the Catholie Worker Move-
eenl. In one sense, Dorothy Day's latter-
day embrace of distributisw provided the
movement with the coherent dectrine of
labor and social production which it had
lacked. Tu another sense, this embrace
solidified the tension between the Workers
commicted to labor solidarity and those
commitred to the search for a philosophy
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of labor. Cathollie¢ Worker sctivism on behalf
of labor, as wicth the National Haritime
Uoion, olways had an implicitly syndicalisc
base. Syndicalism, like distributism, envi-
sions direet worker control of the means
of production and distribution. Howevar,
md this is cruclal, syndicalism accepts
industrial production as necessary and
even beneficient. This gulf betwoen syndi-
calism aud distributism csnnot be bridged.
Finally, it must be said that the belated
embrace of distributiswm was anachronistie.
Distributism's great Cheorists were dead,
and the Catholic Worker Hoveseot stood alone
in its call for a distcibutist ecoagmy in
the fifties. Had the embrace come in the
thirties, the story might have bean dif-
ferent. The Catholic Horker might have
joined with the agrarisn movesent in the
South and the call for a "green revolu-
tion" in the upper midwest to create o
lasting agrarian tendency in national life.
As it was, these movements had been
destroyed by the general mobilization
for war io the forties. The embrace of
distributism, a high point in Catholic
Worker philosophy, was at the same time
the kips of death for Catholic Worker
activise in the struggle for a humane
organization of human labor. +
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Liberation and Labor

by Thomas M. Jeannot

For obvious ressons, Christianity's
dialogue with Marxism is ae old p¢ Marx-
ism itself. Each world view shares a com-
mon heritage wich the other in the fabrics
of Judaism, western culture, and eschato-
logical perspective. But during the aine-
teen-sixties, and peculiarly for Roman
Catholics in the wake of the Second Vati-
can Council, the dialogue assumad a reju-
vanated urgency. The nineteen-fifties,
McCorthyism and the era of monolichie anti-
commutiism ware over in more ways than one.

Besides the matter of generic linkage
through common sources, Chers are more im-
nanent reasons why a spiric of dialogue
rather than the sheer antagonfsm of an
tarlicr generation prevalls in the nine-
tesn-eighties. As acclesipatical authg-
rities have paserted time and again--most
recently io Cardinal Ratzinger's "Instrue-
tion oo Certaln Aspects of Libpration
Theology ' —-Catholicism e2ssentially entails
a "preferential option for the poor.” This
megns that a perspective on social justice
issues expressly identifying with the ex-
plodted, oppressed and poor is integral to
the Church's 1ife of faith and morals.

Fr. John Coleman synthetically summarizes
the "massive gsea changes' characterizing
the thurch's social teachiog in the tradi-
tion of eancyclicals stemming from Rerum
Novarum(l) : [rom Leo XIII's pro-capitalist
psysrtion that private propecty is a
"direct matural right imherent in persons”
to John Paul I1's wvirtually sociallst
assertion that, regarding the means of
producticn, "they canmot be possessed
sgalnst labor, they cpnnot even be posr
gessdd for possession's sake, because

the only legitimgte title Ko Chelcr pos-
sessiou...18 that they should serve labor
P i

The tradition of social encyclicals and
other eeclesial documents supplies one
pole for Catholic thinking asbout lssues
of social justice, while indigenous theo=-
logical movements, arising natively from
within the context of contemporary
thristian experience, supply ancother
pole. The "hope theclogy” of Europe

gained grouvnd in the pineteen-sixcics;

but in the niscteen-eighties, the ground
has shifted prominently to Latin America
and other third-vorld reglons. As alwvays,
there are profound, even confusing tensions
between the two poleg, to which the issue
of hierprchical authority is central.
Witness the fate of Hans Rung and more
recenlly Leonardo Boff at the hunds of the
Vatican. Surely orthodoxy is importamac.

There 15 a glorious Inertia at work in the
Church which liberates 1t from the shackles
of faddiam snd trendioess, with the result
that ite perspectives seem to achieve
vhatever transcendence is possible to human
insticuctions {leaving to one side the
question of a Church founded by God). Tha
Church is not particularly boeholden to

any secular form of 1ife¢, ideology or
factlon. 1ts sources Emtedate by centu=
ries the cise of capitalism, its world,

gnd the mainstream of reacticn Lt has
spiwmied in Marxism. This inmstitutional

faer of nop-allegiance to amy purely
geculer ideology is the natursl basis

for the Church's epenness te the Holy
Spiriv. Yet the Holy Spirit works in many
places and mo ope can say whither ic blows,
The Church has slways bad its Asaissis aod
Loyolas. At key moments in 1its histoery, a
sleeplag orthodoxy has had to arise to the
noon-time challeoges of orthopraxis, and
often the duel has led to fundamental
changes in the Church's self-understanding.

Tom Jeannol is a doctoral candidate in phifosophy at S£. Louds U,
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Just such a duel is presently raking
place over the logitimacy of liberation
theolegy, S0 far os that theology employs
Marxian insights and tools of amalysis,
1t is clear that the Vactlcan is anxious
to steer clear of any explicit alignmant
wirh Marxism., Burt it flads itself ip a
wvholly assbivalent positiom. Especially
since the pootificate of Johm XXIII,
the official Church has been steadily
“deconstructing” its own ideoclogical
idencificacions with Zuropeanism and
capitalism. Its increasing openness Lo
socinlism in the interest of standing
with the poor againat exploitation is
following virtvally as a matter of
coutse. Despite appearmmces to the com-
Jtrary, John Paul 11 ia not stemming
this tide.(3) He 15 a Peolish pope vho,
despite his failure te expressly ack-
novlecge this debt, seems to be steeped
within the aabiceort of Eastern European,
humanist, sccialist, and Harxisc [rame-
works, though perhiaps wmore by implicic
osmosis than by explicic proclmmation.
Conslder his encyclicals Redemptor Hoainis
and Laborem Exercens. Consider, too,
hiz recent pllgrimage to Canads. With
a voice of authority both stern and scie-
ring, he angrily dencunced the exploita-
tion of the southern hemisphere by the
northern, ¢hogslng in his heavily accented
English that ideoclopically explosive word,
 “imperialisa", to frame his case.

Cardical Rat:ingef1has recently insig-
ted that the Church has its owo mission
on behalf of the poor and in the interest
of liberation. But he has deplaoyed this
ingistepce in order to denounce wholesale,
md in oy opinion, with egreglous simplism,
sny vole Marxist insights might play in a
determination of just wvho the poor ace and
in a systemalic analysis of the specifi-
cally modern cpuses of their condition{4).
Ratzinger's brand of stmplistic pnalysis
is endemic among polemical writers agalnst
Harxism. Even Leszek Kolakowski, a Pollsh
pcoademic who should know better, indulger
In oversimplification in a commentary re-
cently reprimted in the 5t. Louis Fost-
Dispatch (25 Movember 19B4). For example,
he writes without the slightest effort of
cextual doouwmentation, "As Co Che commit-
ment to the cavse of the poor, this is not
Marxist at gll bur is, 1o fact, purely
Christian."” Why this antinomy? Does the
Church ever compete with secular ideology,
oris it oot tather the case that, following
SL. Augustine's example of "taking gold

[rom Egypt,” the people of Cod, still din
Exodus, strive to utilize secular per-
spectives, insights and intellectual con-
tributions insofar s they illumine and
clarify our own self-understanding and
mission In the world? The Church, beholden
neither to capitalism nor to soclalism nor
to any oLher econowic or socio-political
form, and keeplang the distance of 1ts owm
eschatological vision, oeed not fight a
losing battle with Marxlsts over who are
the true champious of the explolted poor.
The critical question for Catholics is how
te rend the signs of the Limes so as to
leaven the world with the message of

the gospel. But to Lreat the gospel as
though it were a sacular ideology is to
make a profouvndly Jangercus "category
mistake",
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Tertullian, who wanted to isolate the
Chureh from the world with the formula
Credo quia absurdum (I belleve because
it is absurd) was finally condesmed ps a
heretic. But Avgustine and Aquinas actually
knew better; their implicit fomula was
Fides quarens intellectum {(faith seecking
understpnding) , end they kmew how to live
creatively within both Che tensions and
the complementaricties of revealed truths
of faith and the native human capacity te
understand, analyze, and critically
reflect gn the world and what we are to
do In it. Hence Augustine could make use
of Plate, Aquinas could sppropriate Aris-
totle, and, in the twentieth century,
Bernard Lonergan could negotiate with
Rant and Karl Rshoner coulg reap the specu-
lative benefits of sn encounter with Hei-
degger.

Cranting the treachercus waters of dia-
lectical materialise and Marxist-Leaniunist
milltant atheism, there are obviousaly many
unresolved difflevities and complexities
sbout which Christisns ought not to be
naive. But to assert that, prima facie,
there are no grounds for dialogue and
rapprochement would be both Ealse and
hypoeritical.

Laborem Exercens sets a very important
éxample, Indicating thoet just the oppesite
is the case. Among several novel elements
in that eocyclical is John Paul's admis-
sion that "humen work 1s a key, probably
the cssential key, to the wvhole social
question...." At the very least, there
exists a "family resemblance” between this
assertion and Marx's lahor theory of value.
Production is teo serve and henefit the
humm person, the worker, and fo express
her essential digaity. Therefore fn vir-
tually Harxist nomenclature, the pops ex-
corclates the notion ''that human work is
solely on instrument of productfion, and
that capital is the basis, efficient facror
md purpose of production.” He names this
"a reversal, whereby the life of the
worker is integrated into and rendered
subordinate to the i{speratives of capita-
st production, instrumentalized gnd re-
duced to a thing-like, machine-like status,
which Harx displays in the opening chap-
ters of the first volume of Copital, the
‘doctrinal heart of Marxism, This is not
the place to develop in full detpil the
sEmer in which Catholic thinking may
fruitfully appropriate the labor theory

Karen House Catholic Worker 314.621.4052 www.karenhousecw.org

of valua, as it seems to be doilng. My
intention has been rather to indicate

one fertile direction oa which the offi-
tial Chugch, without as yet ocwning up Lo
ic, scoms to be embarking. And Ratzinmger's
obfuscarions aside, it seems clear that
the dialogue of Chriscinna wieh Marxists
will proceed, with the full urgency of

history on its side. n

One can get holated
from prople iEenie B
ina moevement’ ..

I have mever wanted
B b [ar away from

e ardinary workjng
Feopie | A bedicie

in churen.”

froaivy ey

-

NOTES
L. See John Coleman, 5.J., "What Is an
Encyclical? Development of Church Social
Teaching," in Origins. 11, no.3 {4 June
1981). Coleman does vot, however, take
account of Laborem Exercens, which
appeared afrer his article,
Z. John Paul I1, Laborem Exercens, included
as an appendix to Gregory Baum, The Prioriry
of Labor (Mew York: Paulist Press, 1982),
pp. 122-23.
3. 1 have written oo this issue at greater
length in "The Dialogue Advances: Ou Human
Work and Marxiswe," Logos 5 (1984). =~
4, See especially sections VI1 and VIII of
Rateinger's "Instruction oo Certain Aspects
of the Theology of Liberation,” in Origins
-13, me.13 (13 September 1984). ) -

“Thenre {s as much dignify in
Llling a fiedd as in writing
a poem, " —Booken T. Washinglon

1840 Hogan St. Louis, MO 63106
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EASY ESSAYS

By PETER MAURIN (1877 1545)

Capital and Labor

"Copital." says Karl Marx, "is accumulated
labor,

not for the benefit of the laborers,

but fer the benafit af the accumulators.”
fnd capitalists succeed in accumulating
labor,

by treating lsbor, not as a gift,

but as a commodity,

buying it as any other cosmmsodicy

at the lowest possible price.

And orgenized labor plays loto the hands
of the capitaliscs, or accumulators of laboer,
by treating its ocwn lshor

not af & gify, but as o commodity,
selling 1t as any other commodity

at the highest pessible price.

And the c¢lass struggle is & struggle
betwece the buyera of labor

at the lowest posaible price

and the sellers of labor

at the highest possible price.

But the buyers of labor

at the lowest possible price

ond the sellers of laobr

at the highest possible price

are nothing but cosmercializers of labor.

Indusirialismn and Art

Evic Gill says:

"The notion of work

has been sceporated

frem the notion of art.

The notion of the uvseful

has been sepnrated

from the notion of the beautiful.
The artisec,

that is to say,

the respomsible worker,

has been separated

from all other workers.

Factory hands

have no responstbilicy

for what they produce,

They have bean reduced

to a sub-human condition

of intellectual lrresponsibility,
Industrialiss

has teleased the artise

from the necessity of

of making anything wsefol.
Indusrrialise

has mlego released the worker
from making anything amusing."
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Excerpts From John Paul H's Encyeilical “ON HUMAN WORK™

At z parson, one is thectefore the subject of work. As a person one works,
one performs various actions belonging to the work process; indepeadently of their
obimctive content, these actfons must all serve to realize one's humsnity, to
fulf{ll che calling to bo a parson that is one's by reason of one's very humanity...
However trua it may be that people are destined for work and called to it, in che
firarc place work is "for people” snd not people “for work™. ...Both the original
industrialization that gave rise to what is called the worker question and the
gubsequent industrial and post-industrial changes show In an eloquent manner that,
even in the age of ¢ver more mechanized "work", the proper subject of work con-
tinues to be peopla.... However K it is alee a fact that io some instances tech=-
nology can cesse to be humanity's ally and become almost an enemy, as when the
mechanizat ion of work "supplants” the parson, taking avay all personal satisfaction
and the ipeceotive to creativicy and responsibility, when it deprives sany workers
of their previous employment, or vhen, through exalting the machine, it reduces
people fo the status of fts slave.... ifurth:rlnrt;? the danger of treating wortk
as a special kind of "merchandise” or as mn impersonal "force" needed for pro-
duction {the expression "work force” is in fact in common ugse) always exists,
especially when the whole way of looking at cthe question of economics is marked
by the premiseos of materialistic econcmism,... In all cases of this sort, in every
social sitvation of chis ctype, there is a confusion or evem a reversal of the
order laid down from the begiouing by the words of the Book of Genesis: A person
is treated as an instrument of production, whereas one--ome alone, independent of
the work one does--ought to be treated as the effective subject of work and its
true maker and c¢reator. Precisely this reversal of order, whatever the program
or name under whiech it occurs, should rightly be called "capitalisw". ...Christian
tradition has never upheld this right /owmership/ as absolute and untouchable. On
the comtrary, it hes alweys uaderstopd this right within the broader conlext of
the vight common to all to use the goods of the vhole of creation: The vight teo
private proparty is subordioated to the right to conmon use, Lo the fact that
goods are meant for everyone.... The only legitimate title to their possession
is that they should serve labor and thus by serving labor thst they should make
possible the achiavement of the first principle of this corder, namely the uni-
versal destination of goods and the right to commorn use of them.... Therefore,
while the position of "rigid" capitalism must undergo continual revisico in order
to be reformed from the point of view of human rights, both human rights in the
widest sense and those linked wirh people's work, it must be stated that from the
same point of view these many deeply desired reforms cannot be achieved by an
s priori elimination of private ownership of the mpans of production.... Herely
converting the means of production Inte state property in the collectlvist systemg
is by no mems equivalent to "socializing” that property. We can speak of
socializiag caly when the subject character of society is ensured, that (s to
say, when on the basis of one's work each person is fully working with everyone
alse. A way toward that goal could be Found by nssociating labor with the
ownership of capital, as far as possible, ond by producing a wide range of
intermediate bodies with economic, social, and culturgl purposes; they would
be bodies enjoying real autpmomy with regard to the public powers, pursulng
their speclfic aimw in hooest collabacarion with each ather and in subordination
to the demsnds of the common good, and they would be living communities both in
form and in substance in the sense that the members of each body would be looked
upon and treated as persons and encouraged to take an active part im the life
of the body.

HWe recommend that Pope John Poul L1's encyclical On Human Work be read In ite entirely.
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A Musician s Labor
by Hon Krash

Folk music in its leamming and perfor-
mance is work. To cenvey its beauty,
meaning, and simplicity takes concentra-
tion, effort, feeling, and practice. For
me¢ it 18 of course much more. It is @ liok
with all of those who lived before ma. I
flod in its richness the streagth of
pecple aa they scught to express thelr
sfrufgle to survive, Lo celecbrate and
understand the forces within them and
around thes. Tr gives me a3 senss of com-
munficy and continuity which is difficult
Lo obtain and hold onte in the modern world.

"We build our cities of stone and steel

the shops, the factories, the lonely

mills,

oo longer to ply Cape Homm and her gales,

no longer to try, no longer to fail."

Hany of che ballads L sing, as well as
those 1 write, celgbrate the dignity of
poople as they struggle in the face of ulei-
mately overvhelming forces. The people por-
trayed in the old ballads are real people
with strengthy and weaknesses. They make
mistikes; Chey love unwisely but sometimes
well and faithfully; they fear but some-
times show courage. Wealth, possessions,
and poaition are only the trappings which
disgulse what is our essentlal cosmon nature.
The old ballads cut to the heart of that
comman bond and do net hesitate to show
the king te be coward, or the peasant prince.

Folk music as it exists today has almost
no role in contemporary soclety. One¢e, in
Celric society, it ployed a central role.
They valuad ctheir muszic¢ ps almost sacred,

while the sugicign wvas the secular "priest",
celebrating and iaterpreting the past and
chronicling the present. Traditional folk
susic Forms were egsentlally simple and
straightforvard, conveying common wisdom.

Only a performer of folk music can know how
far vwe have drifted from a tioe wheo these
forms vere valued. Yoo <an sing @ s9og that
is 500 years old, the product of so many
unkoown pecple who over the centuries have
nurtured it and begs nurtured by it, yet in
a2 room of & hundred p2ople perhsps only a .
few haar it or are Ctouched by i€, IE da
like witnessing a dence on the graves of
our ancestaors; a ritval casting off of our
ties Lo the past as we would a used match
bock cover., The artlsr is left amngry,

sad, and empty. Each time you perform you
Lry Lo prepare yoursaelf for the ricual.

You tey harder, you study longer, and

you practice more.

tlusic todsy is largely background—just
auother consumer product. When folk music
ig listened to, It 1g scmetimes mdmired as
2 plece of antique furniture or as a child-
hood memory of Christmas. The thinpgs of
yesterday are of little interest Co uws and
have little mepning for our livea, Mostly
wve seek to escape from jobs we can't
stand, from a world we can't cootyol, and
fears we can't face. We saeck distractioo.
We ara conditioned ro went a constantly
changing menu--new sounds, oew songs, new
fares and aew places. Folk musie, whether
modern or traditional, does not measure up
well teo these needs. Folk music is m
YJourney inwprd. [[ secks Lo capture and
retain, It seaks to hold one blade of
grass ind koow it,

Efforts gre atil] being made Lo communi-
cate human values, 1t Is found in unexpec-
ted places. Bruce Spriogsteen has wricten
maiy powerful lyrics depicting the lives of
ordinary people. But it is che power of the
rock hoat and his dynamic and dedicated per-
formance which attreet many to him. His
songs would be just as powerful unaccom-
panied, but Chey would no longer be heard
withouwt the rock beat which has the stremgth
te stir the emoctions yet blur the sessage.

Given all that 1 have said, why then
would aoyone choose work whose producl is
Largely igoored or unwanted? One might well
zsk the same question of a Catholic Worker.
Somewhere amcng the multitude of our
answvers would bz, to help keep humanity

nlive. 3

RON KRASH fas endeaned himself fo Kanen Heuse thasugh the gift of folk

musce, welcomed by guesls wrd communily alike.

1£ i Lthe foam s aadecalisw
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From Little House
By Mary Ana McGivern, S.L.

I went to hear Cesar Chavez speak at
Webster University last woek. A rush of
tears filled my eyes in the middle of Vir-
ginia Hesmith's introduction. This small
man believes so earvestly in justice for
famm workers that he touches us all, io
all our issues. The United Farm Workers
is committed vo ooaviolence and meny of
us who struggls now against the military
machine learned our noaviulence an plcket
lines in front of supermarkots and ligquor
stores, The UFW members ifaclude Mexicans,
Filipinos, Arabs, Africans, Koreans,
Punjabi, and Vietnamese, as well as every
kind of hyphenated Americom plus all the
ordinary poor folk. So the Union's oppo-
sition to racism, cash cropping, gplobal
terror, and the economjic structurés that
crush the poor fs rooted in experience,

I owe Cessr s greal desl for what his
Uocion has taught me--as well as the food
they have provided me. 1 cannot tefuse Lo
boycort grapes once more, not when Lhe
UFH asks.

“The UFW is asking us

to boycott grapes..”

The Californie Labor Relations Act has
been in effect since 1975; mnd while only
a2 minority of famm workers are represamted
by collective bargalning, wages and working
conditions for farevorkers have improved
throughout the state. However, since hig
election in 1982, California governar
Cearge Deukmejian has systematically cut
the Lahor Relation Board budget, withheld
saltlements Lo workers, fired the snforce-
ment staff, and delayed bearings., On
Deukme jlan's first day as govermor there
wire less than 100 farm labor cases pand-
ing in California. Today there are more
than 1200,

“The life expectancy of a farm
worker is still 49 years..”

The United Farm Workers 1is asking us
to boycott grapes to pul pressure on the
growers. Theo they will put pressuce on
the govermor to enforce the law. (The
prowers gave over a million dollars to
the Deukmejison campatgn. 50 he will
probably listen 1if they ask him to reverse
his famm<labor policies).

The life expectancy of n fore worker
iz 2cill 49 years-—~here in Lhe United
States. Malnutrition is Cen times the
national rate, Infant mortality is 300X
bigher than the U.5. average. Eight hua-
dred thousand children work in the fields
in ocur country. We pay more to store our
excess then we pay the workers.

Vhat to boycott? TABLE GRAPES. Some of
the early California grapes are picked
under labor coatract, but the Uniom tracks
where they are shipped, snd none seem to
come to 5t. Louis. The rest of the Cali-
fornia grapes are scab. Doo't eat them,
(Five year old Matchew Cook was sure they
all hgd scghs on them gnd couldn't under-
stand why anyone would want to eat them).
The winter grapes come from Chile and
Cesar reminded us we shouldn't be eating
them either.

And den't Forget to keep on boycotting
Campbell’'s Soup. Soup is not good food
when it"s brewed wich poor pay and workiog
condicions.

About our own small plor of land, are
there any velunteer gardeners out there?
The pay is terrible and so far the big

fharvest is in glass and bricks (both

broken); bur working conditions arve
pleasant and there is hope we mway make
building foundations bloom. l

MARY ANN MeGIVERN cwt hea shory o

enizeng Leeth on the saigonal LRV

i;na;x boycotl. Hea Leeth won'Z be culteng indo a.omore ghrapes fer awiiile,
toweves, e hope our readers join hea in The doycolf.
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As | write, it is less than threas
weeks hefore Christmas. Would chat life
here come to a halt for three weeks so
we could thirst properly for the arrival
of the Holy Infamt. Entrusted with rhe
stewardship of this historic landmark
of the Cass House Building, howaver,
such a simple life is just oot possible.
There ate beds to be made. There is licen
to be washed, There is food to preépare.
and all chese things wust be dooe espe-
clally now, during Advent, leat we be
condemmed to repest those words which
must have atung the Christ-bearing
Virgin and her bhusband: "Ne roes at
the Inn."” With no rime for a proper
walting, our prayer will have to be a
maditation oo the importamce of &ach
infaat who sppesrs at our door during
this cime. These, too, are God's
children and gonointed by God for a
gpecial purpose.

We celebrated the Americsn secular
holiday of Thanksgiving with a lot of
fervor. Sisters of Mercy camo, some
even in Purican dress, to prepare a wor-
thy feasst. Special attention is given
to satisfying (resad: stuffing) the guests
on that day, hoping that we might be abla
to induce in them a small feeling of
thanks for having been led to this country
which remains a frighteaing wildermess
for them. A heavy-duty brunch gave our
eating a seven hour headsrtart.

What a joy it 1s to see the Ross family
finally settled in & house in East Sc.
Louis. Bobbie, who 15 eéxpecting a child
in Januarcy, and her five children, Cathe-
rine, Oliver, Mary Elizabeth, Patricia
and Stephanle ars especially loved by us.

1 wgs anguishing Co see them adrift for
sc loog, due in ne swall part to the jrres-
ponsibility of Bobbie's [ormer landlord.
The school-aged childrea scill attend the
St. Nicholas School (at 18th & Lucas) and
they bave managed many vislts fo ws already.
And then Former guest Liss MeDuffle and her
genuine Cerber-babies have movnd into
the dwalling that adjoios the Ross's. I
predict that many of us will be killing two
birds with ope stope and visiting that
address with frequency.

After a wonth of "checkiog us cut",

Tim Pekacek, the pride of Joplin, Missouri,
{as far as we're concerned), has decided

to join our community. Ome candidate you
might have wmisaéd on your November ballot
is Becky Hassler, two-day-a-week volunteer.
She's tuaniog for Sister of Mercy and she
gels wy vote every time she rescues me from
a scary moming of house-taking. The Merey
novice tive slot om Thursday ls being
capably filled by Srs. Tina amnd (yvet
snother) Becky. Their predecessor, Sr. Liz
Duckworeh, I8 causing an outbreak of
schoolboy crushes ar an Oklahoma City

grada school. We gave her a Ronayne's send-
of f the night before her solemn vovs-taking
in August.

We see less of Sr. Carol since she has
increased her respoosibilities with St.
Micholas School, but she is still climbing
the prade to our back parking lot te pick
up the kids Ffor school every moming,
stoppiog by the kitchen For perhaps a
moment Co snatch a half-dozen messages off
the refrigerator. Our guests continue to
rely on Carol for placement services. Her
nolorfety in the pesr norch side ¢m be
jllustrated by a local landlady 1 was
talking with the other day who kept refar-
ting to us as "Carol House".

EHMETT McAULTFFE was Tnaoned as a Lajen, 8 a memben of Lhe Cass communcly,
wigd moonddights as a waclen 4n a Centaal Wess End aesfopmrpnt.
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1£ I slip, it's ce say “Zack House",
since Mr. Davisson, as maintenance direc-—
tor, is the one whom "without which not™.
Zack’s response to a bleak-pointed feansi-
billty atudy on restoring our front porch
wad Lo calmly announce that he was going
te ralse §L00,000. Zack will be plying
his tesching talents at Judevine Center
next semester. Stanley is enduring his job
teaching [or the Tri-A Qutreach Cember at
Matthews=-Dickey Bey's Club with patience
and humor.

Virginia Deuvhe, our resideatl role model
for prayer, is forsaking her urban hermit
tole here to join the Witness for Peace in
Nicarsgua. We will add her name to that of
Hary Dutcher and many others whom we temem-
bar in ocur prayers for their lmportant wvark
in this areca. We celebrated this year's

feast of Our Lady of Cuadaluge with zeal
in antlcipation of her pilgrimage to the
meaning of Guadalupe: God's love for the
latin Amarican church. Adios and may God
be with you, wy Fellow traveller.

The guests that hove been staylng with
us sinca we reoponed in Septembar must
surely have beaeo rthe best possible. 1 have
‘ moda many new friendships (rom among
chem., Yer 1n January we are facing rthe
proapect af having to limit our number
slightly because of g shortage of velue-
‘ teers to be on duty during the daytime. I
encourage cach member of oUur support cos—
| munity to consider takimg a shift. Come
and witness the beauty of our guests who
never f=2il te show us why our Lord said
"hlessed are you poor." Blessed are we
that have known Chem. 3

From Karen House

by Lee Carter

A I sit here Lthinking back gver the
past year, the changes that have taken
place and the people who have passed
through the doors of Karen House, T
wonder what the NHew Year will bring.

We are prepariog for Christmes. It is
kind of sad that Pete and Tem aren't with
the community any more. But Fete comes
by quite often, and I'm sure she will be
here for Christmas. Mayhe Tom, too, for
a visit. Mary is still in Hicaragua. 5o
we will have to say a prayer for her.

Clare mnd 1 have been baking cookies.
Teka jofoed our cookie baking ceday, while
Sharon's doing her baking at the Litrle
Housay, Hope there's some left for Christ-
mas. We have $0 many willing samplers.
(Hark never did speud so much time in the
kitchen as he has since the cookie baking
started).

Hark and Fat are putting plastic up at
the windows fo keep out the cold winter
wind which will soon be howling around our
heads. Wedding bells will be ringing for
Joe and Clare (o early Summer. We ara
all very happy for them and wish them
much hasppiness.

Roc and Toby, the "Shady Grove" f[olk
slogers were here and entartained our
guests and several of ocur wonderful wol-
| uoteers. We are nlvays plad to see Hon
| and Toby. They have been here several
times, sc 1t seems they are part of our
family.

Hyrrah 1s getting to be a big girl,
and Kene 1= still gresting everyone who
| comes in the back yard. Hathk Sweelin came
by for Mass. Mark used to be @ véluntesrt
| here, and we were all delicheed ro see
him. He will soon be going to Kores as a
lay missionary. Good luck, Mark.

Christmas will $son be here, and as
usual ['=s not ready. Oh, welll! Haybe
I'1l do batter mext year.

We wigh our meny friends who have
Ss.ped us in SO maoy Ways a Vory merry
fhristwas end God's blessings the

coming year. l

LEE CARTER, Rnown ncﬁﬁ-mtgﬂ.ﬁ; as fless Loe among our guesds, b gne whose dncon-
Spicuous patatnce L4 essential Lo the day-ZLo-day opeastion of our house of hospitality,
Often fersd Lo voluwnteer Lo fLLE Lhe gaps which anise {n our wonk, Lo many of ouA
quests Lee" sgrddioisd 5idic WorkeF B4 8o 4055 WilikidrentdiiSechidrd- 4840 fiobdheirLoliig WM& 63106
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Casting My Ballot
For God's Reign

bv Mark Scheu

This election year T tock vhat for me
is an irrevoceble step. For the first time
I purposely chose net to vote for any
presidential nomineé, nor for sny federal
Congress perascon. This was a very painful
decision for me. ! came ro undarstand it
as an expression of the maturation of my
understanding of the relatlon of faith to
politics, as influenced by the Catholic
Waorker.

I know many who voted for Mondale. He
had at least "endorsed” the Freeze, chosen
A female running mste, and represented
"“lees ¢vil"” than Reagan. Yet 1 could not
bring myself te vote for Mondale, mor any
cendidate. Admittedly, I was embittercd by
the treatment the Demccratic power stroc-—
ture had a-corded to Jesse Jackson, vho
alone had heroicoally advocated & progres-
sive vision. I felt that it was somehow
wrong Lo give away oy vote to Moadale, @
candidate who did vot deserve it and who
bhad done little to earn it, apart from
being the only practical altemative to
Reagen . A powerful argument can bhe mpde
that the "lesser-evil" option often en~
sures the pltoimate victory of the greater

evil. But this in irself was not tha deter- |

minative factor im my decision.

I need hardly add thae I, like others,
have great concamm about our policlies in
Central Amecica. For some this was Che
decisive issue, and I, toa, felr the pull
af this priority. But in examining Hoa-
dale's pledges abour Central pmerica, 1
did not discern that great a difference.
It spoke more of a vain hope. Have the
Democrats proved £ruitful in this regaed
in the past? Was it not Kennedy who ingu-
gurated the counter-insurgency program in
South America and approved the invasion
of Cuba? Was it not Johason who waged war
in Southeast Asia? Was there any evidence
to suggest that Moodale would have the
gusption to plot & new course? Indeed, by
voting for Mondale, would I not be en-
doesing the shift to the right that he

had taken ovar the last several months of
the coampgign? Tor it i= clear that this
ahifr enly made the uvse of foree in Central
America, the willingness to tolerate human
righrs' violatious [or the sake of mia-
guided political objectives, more accap-
talble to the electorate. How could T in
good conscivnce be part of this by saying
yes to this candldate?

L have also borne in mind that chose
who formed the Catholic Worker evadition,
name ly Derothy Day, Peter Maurin, and
fomon. Hennacy among others, did not con-
descend to vote Io such elections. This
in itself was neot given too much weight
in =y deliberations. [ would not allew
wyself to be over-inf luenced by the be-
havier of ¢thers, oven those I greatly
respect. Still, I asked myself, had any-
thing changed since their time to make it
more mesnlngful to participate im such
elections now?

To my mind contradictions abounded in
this campaign. Hoadale pledged himself on
the one hand to a freeze on nuclear wea-
pons and on the other hand to the Trident
nuclear submarine progras—-the deadliest
camponent in this oation's first strike
arsenal. He dencunced Heagon's cutbacks
in social services but failed o commit
himself to restore any. Decelit, too, was
cenipresent. Resgen dissvowed previous
romptks exposing his incompetence, dis-
semhled his transparent policy of con-
quest through force in Central America,
and pretended to invest himself i(n serious
negotiastions with representatives of the
"evil empire". Each time throughout the
campalgn that a lie was topo blatanr Lo be
overlooked or dismissed, it was Eermed a
"misscatement"” and grudgingly corrected.
Bush seemed to excel at chis.

Lassues wera lost as the candidates fell
over one mothar in Che attempt Lo project
a positive and attractive image through
slogans md poses. The best and most suc-
cessful was "America is back and standing
tall.” The se-called debuten epitomizad
the further commercialization and trivia-
Hzaclon of the matire olectorsl process.
There wvas ne substantive discussion of
fssues. What of the impoverishment of over
five million poople inm this country in
the last four years? What of the admini~
stration’s support of the racist govern-
ment of Scouth Africal? What of the further

MARK SCHEU, £ibrarian and Kaxen House Comminity Membea, was seen Leaving Lthe

balfet box on election day
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growth in the militarizaricn of ocur eco=
nomy? In the end, one's cholce was reduced
to either an annusl increase in the defense
budgat of 3-4% or 9-10%. One felt somchow
debasad by the slightest participation

in this tawdry show. 1f it was notl rele-
vant to vote in the 1930's, 40's, and

50's, i¢ could hardly be of greater sig-
nificmee vew,

Srill, the overriding coocern for me
grev out of more personal considerations,
which ware nonethelass inextricably linked
to the world at large and my commitament to
it. Every four years at this time a
seruggle cakes place wichio me. 1 yeamn
for juscice, as do many others. I so de-
sire Lo sec the weapons denied and the
poot coarved for. At my best, T want so
much to participate in the breaking In of
the reign of Cod, Each election year 1 am
lured to believe that the President of ths
Mlited States or the Comgress will somehow
play & positive rele in this process. LY
guly ooe cam get the right persem im office
conditions will lwprove, Cod's will may be
morc approximated, pesce might break out,
The eathusfusm which alvays accompanies a
presidential cempaign-~-the hopes aroused,
the idealism which surfaces, the polemics
which engage the mind and the promises which
engoge the heart--all are so wonderfully
geductive. There seams Lo be so much at
staka, how can one refuse to be involved?

Bur if iz 411 a gréesl dplusion. Horse,
it is a temptatlon Lo grasp a key which
promises Lo open a door onto the Reign of
God., Yer only hall lies behind that door.
When we look to Washingroea and the powers
of this land for salvatios we are turning
to the pewer of evil shrouded in the gar-
ments of a bureavcrat. It is the same
temptation that Jesus refuscd when Satam
offered him zl]l cthe kingdoms of the world.

A vote for Hondale would f[oster in me
such delusions: that strength can bring
peace; that the power of God issues from
demonic principalities, not humblie poople;
thatr our course can be reversed by the
same means with which it wps launched and
endures. Ta pull a switch in the voiing
tooth would only trigger all these false
cxpeclations, it would voly sorve to open
the way ionto & false reality., For cthe lure
af this vorld of political machinations 1s
denled by the greater reality of a God who
enteréed creation as a helpless infant, the
child of two people who were uncemarvkable
in all but the utmosr aimplictity ef their
devolion to Cod. That ehild saved the
world. Te participate in the elecrion is
to assert that the power to destroy the
world can save it, Such power demands
only sbsolute crenunciation.

Thig power of destruction did not de-
welop as an ac¢eldenc, nor did it come as
2 pifc of God, as Phyllis Schlafly con-
teads. It grew out of the very nature of
the powars and principalivies of this
world. The state as a fallen power will
alwaye stand in opposition to the comiog
of the Reign of God. The state knows paly
power, coerclien, violence, hierarchy, and
waalth. Yet God's Reign is denoted by
submission, peace, unlty, and sharing. Ro
more explicit a repudiation of the agends
of rhe state exists than the Beatitudes,
which lie at the core of the Gospel, as
well as at the heart of the Catholie
Worker tradition.

i o e B i T

[
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In o democrtacy there is greater con-
fusion, becavuse the state claims to rop-
resent the loterests of its citizens. LI}
the majority of our citizens arve Christian,
than wvhy not our nation? This is the form
that idolatry enters into our life in
this country., lostead of directing our
atleation to Cod, we are distracted by the
pretensions of the gtate, which gladly
accepts the guthoricy which such civil
religlon yields to if. There 1s o f{ailure
to perceive that ogur "democraric' soclety
does nol coincide with God's Reign. Mo
power Of this world does. There is5 a
fallure to look beyond the slogans which
are assocliated with sur nstien: freadom,
Liberty, justice for all. The degrec to
which Chese values have been cealizeéd by
our nation 18 problematic. There is a
failure ro remember that the Lovd did not
cal]l his followers to beceme a ruling ma-
jorlity, but coly a faithful remnsat. For
the sake of reform, we are prepared Lo re-
nounce the Christian calling of suffering
love | repentance, conversion, and revolu-
tion. All governments remain under the sway
of the fallen povwers and prineipalities.
The ultimate vigion given in Revelarlioa
ig thar of the scate as the Heast, whose
ambition is to kill or co-opt the spinls.
The modem oation-states have truly taken
oo the proportionz of the Beast in Reve-
istion, The call to the hellever is to
abamden the Beast o ns not to shares im
fta descruction.

To vote for Momdale, to vote for amyone
running for natienal affice, would only
nourish the illusion that somathing divine
can emerge from this Beast——this political
entiry we call the United States. We, I
say, no to the political pundits, no to
the candidates and their advocates, and
no to oy companions who lead me to helieve
otherwise--get thee behind me, Satan. ]
will pot sanction a syutem that has become
50 demoaic that it threatens to destroy
all creaticen with such ingouciance,

“The Lord did not call his followers

to be a ruling majority, but a

faithful remnant.”

This insight proved iovalvable to me
in eclarifying wmy approach to the issues
of the late campaign. Take for imstance
the controversy over Ferrareo's stance on
abortion. 1, too, found myself dmicially
struggling over the difficulcty of to what
extent a committed Christian should ex-
pect o work for the embodiment of theirc
values In public law, especislly on a
pnational level. Yet by the radical insighe
of the demonic nature of our political
system, | discovered that T was asking cthe
wrong questions. The issue needed to be
addressed at a deeper level. Regavding
Ferraro and her candidacy, the guesticn
gshould have been raformulated to whetheor
g (hristian has any business whatsoever
even aspliring toward a high-level position
in che federal government. In view of our
nation's production of genocidal weapons,
gross vinlations of human rights, and per-
petuation of 3 system which so inequi-
tably distributes che goods of this world,
how could one in good conscience want to
vocupy a séat in the very belly of the
Beast? The unprecedenced power which our
nation has appropriated is in itself blas-
phemsous. To run for office, even with the
ambition to introduce rteform, severely
compromises one's faith., To hold office
in the federal government would necessarily
condone that government's policies to an
tntolerables degree.

after all, how can ve expect the federal
govermment to put an eod to sbortion? The
profound discespect for 16fe itself whieh
undergivds so much of our nation's policies,
which allows people Lo go hungry and home-
less, upholds the very "value" systea
which allows abortien to floucish. The
faderal government cannoct overcome the
evil of abortiom, it is one of the vary
sSources.
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¥ooetheless, it i{s fair to esk whether
it is self-indulgent and self=-serving to
deny the validity of perticipating in poli-
tics at n national level so as not to com-
proaise oneself. How will this make the
world a berter place? The world will be g
better place vhen it is made up of bettar
people. 1 Insist that at our best, we can
only strive to live as our oinds informs
s and a3 ocux consclences dictate to us.
To aim to do less than that serves ocaly
the nolf we are called to deny, for it
frustrates that divine force in cach of
ws which backons us forward teward Truth
and toward God. To sanction cthe aspira-
tions of auy candidate would have been an
act of self-denial, a refusal ro integrate
this stage of sy undecstanding of self,
the world, and Cod. In accordayce with
Cortholie Worker perscnalism, one must live
as If the Reign of God is comg. Just as
any personal compromise I pegotiate with
my consclence cen only damage my rvlas-
tionship to God, =e any concession ] make
to this nation's claim of "Ju God We Trusc”
can only inhibit the coming of God's Reign.
Ye must aim to forge a true and solid bond
bertwesn our comsclence and our ceonduch.

Wheo done in thias spiric, the refusal
te vote is not self-indulgent; for it asks
more of one, net less, It comtradicts the
illusion that the shadow under which this
nation has fallen £s the fault of one per-
50, or one parfy. The spirit of selfish-
ﬂnﬁ?, of "me first" and "we're number one”
of "live now and care not for tomorrow'
cannat be exorcisad by voting out ome per=
$0n. The responsibility for the reckless
and mean-spirited policies of this nation
do not lie with one person, but with each
and every one of us. By casting che burdan
of this responsihility on the shoulders of

A natlon that continues to spena
maore money on Military defense
than on programs of sacial uplint
Is approzching spiritual death ™
Martin Luther King Jr.

ong v do him an injustice, and more im-
portantly, evade ocur ¢owvm responsibilicy.
Reagan is evoked by the very spirit of
this nation. The only way tou rid ourselves
of him is for each of us top take more
sericualy our responsibility for vhe we
are on a personal level eand what wve ave
doing on a corporate level. Regao alome
cannot build & single nuclepr weapon. Lt
requires the skills of thousands, the co-
operation of milliong, and the Cacit con-
sent of all of us through the payment of
faderal taxes,

“We must be clear and consistent
in the disassociation of our mission

from that of the state.”

The more we realize thae Reagan is ast
the source of our troubles, but only a
Symplom, the less important it becomes to
replace him. The leas the inrerests of
God are tied to the polirical structures
of this state, the more we realize that
our hope lies elsewhere. A withdrawal f rom
the affairs of the world is por what is
called for. We must simply be clear and
congistent in the disassociation of QuT
®ission from that of the state. (hristians
are aot called to rule the state, but tg
live as communities of love in contradic-
Lion to it. We aro called, as Pater Maurin
was 20 food of saying, to build a new
society within tha shell of the ald. Our
loyalty 1= o another Fealm, which 1s not
some ideal beyond history any more than
Mot wobling is an empty gestura. The Realm
of God is the sovereign power of love
present snd active ia history. Net to voLe
18 to refuse to be diverted {rem {ts pur=
g,nit any longer. Let us carry oul pur
cuties as citizeans of that Realm. ﬂ
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Comm‘tq'
Prayer:

AT KAREN HOUSE:
Tuedday atf 9:00 p.m.

AT CASS HOUSE:
Wednesday at 7:15 p.e.

Come pray UJIﬂ’l us,

-SPEAKERS-

The Catholie Worker Hovemeot is over 51
years old. We have & long and rich tradition
of trylog to vwirmess to the values of pacl-
fiasm, voluntary poverty, the corporal
works of mercy and racial snd social justiep. |
He Bre eager to share our stocy with you,
our readers. If you would like one of us
to speak to your group, please call as at

Upporfuncties fo wiiness for peace
{ake place om Mondags and Fridoys 4n SL.
Lowds.

Clenqy and Lacty Concenned dponsons
a weekly vigif at the headquantens of
Genenal Dynamics Conporation, makes of
the Taident submaxine, eveny Monday grom
1F:30 a.m 2o 1:30 p.m. The headjuanlens
are focated at 7733 Feasyth in Claglon.
Call 535.2252 fon detncls.

The Infeafacth Commilfee on lalin
Amgaica dponsons a buweekly vigel for
peace 4in Central Amendica on Fridays
at the 0Ld Post Offcce, Eth and Clive,
DoumLown. Call 531-8211 for moxe angor-
madion,

-VOLUNTEERS-

K¢ wish Lo thank those who gift us with
support, both volunteses and these who
donate wmoney and food, Both Karen House
and Cass House neced more volunteers to
teke house and cook meals: Karen House
needs gomeone to help regularly with
maintenance. Apyoue feel handy out there?

621-4052 (Karen House) or 621-308B5 (Cass
House).

The Round Table is the quarterly jeurnal of Catholic Worker life and thought in
St. Louls. Suhscviptxons are free, TPlease write te Mark Scheu, 1840 Hogan, 5t. Louis,
MO 63106. People working ou this issue include: Ellen Rehg, Hikl MeIntyre, Par Coy,
Yirgimia Druhe and Mark Scheu.
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