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WHY THIS ISSUE?

In our tradivon of providing & forum Fpr open, honest and stimulating discussion of difficult issues
from 2 Catholic Worker perspective, we are pleased to offer you this Joag overdue Round Table tssue on
bomosexuality. This ssye is the culmination of a process of discernment, reflection, prayer and sharing
that our community saned opver a year ago when we first received a copy of Lhe article Homoserwaliny
& the Church: o Catholic Worker Response from the Swmmer 1994 issue of the Toronto Catholic Waorker
Mustard Seed publication. For a variety of reasons, it has not been an casy process for our community
to go through. We have devoted severa] mectings, retreats and prayers o disceming where and how God
calls our community 1o respond 1o the maony social, political, and religious issues of homosexuality, We
have attended meetings of Dignity (a gay and lesbian Catholic liturgy group), read various articies and
publicattons, and carefully considered our personal feelings and coavictions, Through this process, we
discovered that we have different experiences, points of view and ideas abowtl this Bound Teble issue.
Congequently, we have tried 1o provide o forum for differend perspectives to cocourage further dinlogue
and reflection

I the eenerfold, vou will find a copy ol the article froa the Toroeto Catholic Woeker publication.
We sugeest you start here and then move throughout the issue 1o varfous reflections responding to the
Toronto arucle. We are pleased that several current community members, past conmupunity members and
¢close friends of Karen House have offersd their thoughts for your consideration. They include: Chris
Butler, Teks Childress, Johin Kavanaugh 5.J., Sue Lauritsen, Tim Pekarek, Ellen Rehg and Anngie
Schiefelbein. We close out the issue with a From Abroad article by Pal McCanthy abou! the continuing
wir in Bosnia-Herzegovina, o Round Table Tatk article by Becky Hassler about a “normal”™ day in the
Emergeacy Room at the St Louls Regional Medical Center, o From Little House article by Mary Ann
McGivern about ber new hobby as a St Louis Rams® fan (ves, thar’s right - 2 Rams fan), and Goally a
From Karen House srticle by Annjie Schiefelbein

For our community, this issue has provided a direction for what Peter Maunn called .8 path
from where we are 10 where we should be. ™ We do not know where we are going, but we are on the path.
Please join us io the continuing journey to speak out against the oppression and injustice thal gay men and
lesbian women ecocounter in our own hearts, homes and communitiss. May God guide our way!

- Seon Stauffer

the St. Louis Catholic Worker Community

Karen Howuse l’@l} »d Edls Do Honse
1840 Heogan {30 N ik 5i

5t Lowts, MO, 61106 5¢ Louis, MO, 83106
3144214057 314.231-2019
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ANSWERING AQUINAS

by Chris Butler

This and the followlng articles are
responses tea an article from The
Toranfp Catholic Woerker whick iy re-
prinigd here on pages 12 and I3,

The Catholic Worker has bad a loog and vilu-
able rradivion of speaking Teuth 10 Power, The anticle oo
gay mod leshian concerns in The Mustird Seed makes
me think that
this tradition
continues, 1
say, “Maore
Truth to themi™

When I
Was @ young
man—l am m
my mid-forbes
now--Tirst
siruggling 1o
ot lo lermd
with my awn
gayness in the
dark [oneliness
of the closet, 1
speot a lot of
time in bbranes trying to find oot about what [ was
finding myself to be, making sure po coc could see what
books | was reading 1 was most concemed about the
Church and what she had to say about my attraction 1o
other men.

Back then, Thomas Aguisas seemed 10 be the
fical authonty on most everything. What e said wasn't

very cncourmging, but in remospect, R owasm't very
cotvineng, eilbés

Thomas argusd that bomosexual unions werg
“apaingt namral law" bocguse. a) they were nol open to
procreation; b) they did aot occur among animals; and,
¢} they upset the natural onder of nature relating 10 the
doninign of male over female. Thomas himself recog-
nized that his first argument was nol conclusive, since
infertile hetero-
sexpal couples
and those past
the age of
child-bearing
can <oniract
valid marmages
and do not sin
in having
sexual  rela-
ons.

The ar-
gument  based
on aninal ae-
tivities has two
major flaws

: Fust, it is not
trve Homosexual sctivity among ammals has been well
documsnted by modemn zoological science, More 10 the
pont, it & ierelevant The wvast majorty of human
activity is oot replicated by mwwmals. Andmals do not
raise vegelables, engage in rirual worship, or send binh-
day cards to thelr grandchildren. Afe these activites
therefoee contrary to miture? Bven in the simcily sexual

Chris Butler, a former member of the Karen Houte Community, lives and works in Sin Francisco
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arend, auimais do not engage in frontal intercourse. Why
im"t that agminst natural law?

Thomas® third argument raskes dévotees of the
Angelic Doctor a little uncomfortable these days, |
suppose, but I like to think this is just Thomas® chance
to speak Truth 10 Power about the undetlying promises
of this doctrine on same-sex-unions [t seems to me thay
the real reason U Church has been so intractably
opposed w reconsidering 18 reaching on bomosexuality
is thal when two men have sex, ane of them is thought
to be acting like a woman, and that is both setn and felr
to be an insult to his dignity as & man

I am deliberately wbdog about male homosexu-
ality becauise clearly tha is where the fal hits the fire.
Becauss women's sexuality has been discounted along
with women's personhood. lesbianism pever got o be
much of ao ssve uatil o became identified in recent
years with ‘militam” feminism and so became a threat o
men, Weither Thomas nore the bible thought leshianism
waorth much of & meatioa.

In July of this year, the pope issucd a letter
insisting on the ontological oquality of men and women,
and calling for social and ecommmic equality for women
as & matter of justce. That be could not sec that this
equality aceded 10 exicnd tnto the life of the Church
speaks volumes sbout how emotionally emtrenched the
tmale bias is in the institutional Church,

In recent years, the Church's oppositica to gay
and leshian nghis hag been prescnled as a defense of
hetcrosexual marmage and the vaditional family. It"x
hard for me to comprehend this argument, Amn 1 to
conclude that if | Jeave my lover of sevem vears and
subject us both to the misery of divorce and the Joneli-
ness of being singic, thal someone’s heterosewual mar-

riage i gomg o be better? Whose? And what kind of
perverse marriage could it be that would be surengihened
by human misery?

Perhaps the 1dem o5 that if gay relationships were
oot an opton, gays and lesbians would be more likely to
enter imo a traditicnal beterosexual muumiage (even
though the Church seems (o accept that sevual onenta-
tion is 8 grven rather than a maiter of chowee). Is this
going to strengthen (he traditional family, or just provide
a larger number of marmage annulments, broken bhearls
and broken hones? Does the Church really think this is
Cood News?

This deferse of the nuclear fmily argument has
a double bie for gays and leshians, because it is
precisely our families of origin that are the most painful
prena of our own alienation and oppression. Gay Day
Parades here in San Frapcisco huve contingents repre-
senting bundreds of proups aod causes, buf pooe is so
warmly received as PFLAG, Parents and Friends of
Leshians and Gays. Mot a few eves bam amid the
choening for those of us for whom such a thing 15 beyood

The placiog of pay and leshian nghts on the
agenda of Catholic Worker communitics (s a difficult
gquestion. On one hand, i rans counter 10 the contention
that Workers have bean loyal sons and daughiers of the
Church, who are merely reiterating Catholic social 1each-
ing. On the other, the tradition of personalism in the
Waorker argucs that love between two persons is a sacred
thing, o be revered and recognized as the life of God
among uvs, [ would suggesr that ouc loyalty entails
calling upoo the Church to live cut the full tuth of the
Gospel message, even when i is uncomfionable

la Wy Puman's M This S Raey lobiarosse
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UNDERSTANDING LOVE

by John Kavanaugh, S.J.

What are we ealled 10, ns followers of Jesus
Christ, in matters of our sexuality? The answer will be
given oaly if we keep the life and teachings of Jesus as
our central focus. From the béginnings of our Christian
community, Odelity to Chnst and his Gospel has pro-
vided the crucible of fath—whether we were confronted
with the “reality principle” of the Roman Empire, of
violence and warfare, of greed and arrogance, of nation-
alism or tnibalism, of caphalism or communism

The cuftures where Chnstians live out their faith
provide richly diverse expressions of the Word omade
Flesh At the same time, however, cultures present a
profound threat 1o our faith: the remptation 1o abandon
our God for the sake of cultural idols, practiess, and
ideologics

Most of us who have sympathies with the Catho-
lic Worker movemenl are well aware of the ways that
Jesus Chinst can bo sold out for nationalism, militansm
or wealth, 1 belicve we are less conscious of the ways
our sexual desires and practices can be infiuenced by
aultural weology and lead us away from fidelny.

Do consumerism, relativism, individualism and
bedonism as ways of life compromise the way we lock
a1 evangelical sexuality? We are fold 1t is unreahstic to
believe that 1oenagers can be chaste, that 1t 3 unrealistic
o expect fidelity in marmiage, that it is absurd to think
that sexuality is intimately linked to covenant and pro-
creanon

1 propose that these “realisms” are functions of
capitalist frec-market volitaranism, mather than the Gos-
pel of Jesus Chinst. When applied to one's own life, they
are functions of one's pride, passions, and cgo-fulfill-

ment rather than evangelical commitment.

A case in point is our understanding of Love [n
the “‘Catbolic Worker Response: Homosexuality and the
Church,”™ there is a softencd but undérying continufty
with the cultural position that the fullness of love cannot
be experienced without genital expression and fulfill-
ment.

I belicve that is oot the case. o fct, 1 propoese
that the most senous delusioo io our relationships and
our understanding of sexuality is thal we cannot be
fulfilled without same kind of genital unican wath the
particular “love™ interest of our Life.

In the name of our night 1o kapploess in fove, in
this year alooe, | have seen marned people leave their
young children, students be seduced, grear fabrics of lics
be woven, even murder conternplated as a means. In the
pame af sexual "fulfillment™ and the kmperial claim that
1 can make on u person, oo valee escapes unscathed. [
think it is foothardy 1o ignore this.

What is more, being “in Jove™ is dilferent from
loving Love, in its decpest scuse, is the afliimation of
the e goodness of the beloved. Ir can only be based on
truth, not illusion. And it is not love for what the other
does for me, but love for the ather for the other's own
sake. I have rarcly encountéred trug love o people who
are desperately "in Jove." More rarely still have T ever
seen true love in someone who believes be or she cannot
be happy without having sexual relations with a particu-
iar person.

Love iz not cxperienced i the urgency of pos-
sessing the object of love. Tt is experienced in the Joog
hanl, most especially, as Salot Paul writes, o our

John Kavanaugh, 8.). is currently on sabbabcal and preparing a medical cthics class.
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patience, o our kindness, in our willingness 1o forgive,
m our fidelity, (o cur forbearance, Love is nol present in
jealousy, bur in s absence It is non im selfishness but
in its opposite. It is found in trust, hope and endurance.
Dorothy Day herself lived the words of Dostoyevsky,
that love ¢iin be a harsh and dreadfUl wask, wog only by
gn acknowledgment of our own sinful pretense and the
acceptance of God's love for us.

i find that most discussions about love in our
present day situation—whether heterasesasal or homo-
scxual=miss the point. We are all ealled 10 love and 1o
operience its glories, But sexual intercourse is peither a
sufficient por a oecessary coodition for love. One can
even experience the joys and aoguishes of “being in
love™ but not have genital expression. [n fyet, [ believe
that the more obe 15 able [0 truly love a person thal one
happens to be In tove with, the less imperious wall be the
demand that you possess tbem, sexually or otherwise.
Although my experience is Limitad to the testimoay of
others, | belleve this {s ¢ven the case for spouses and
“lovers." Without love, "lovers” will destroy each other

While sexupality is an imporant pant of our

identity, | do not thiok iptercourse or ity
varintigns is essential 1o our bappiness,
10 our love, of to our sexual stability If
we Utink it i3, we will Bever be happy or
fulfilled

Thus, people who do oot have a
sexpal partner arc Dot condemndd o
lives of wmfulfillment or unhappioess.
They may be old and left without a
spouse, they may be young and wunar-
ried, they may be men or women who
have oot married—whéther by choice o
by the happenstance of npt having found
a life partoer

Az a Catbolic who wishes w
“follow the Risen Ouns™ | belicve we are
called 1o holinsts in eur sexual lives,
Just 48 we are called in our relarions w
matenal things and io our relation to
power. [ believe our tradition, saying
thar the mag profound sexual intima-
cits, arc expressions of a love which s
mondgamous, covenantal, and bewero-
sexual, is the result of that aspiration 10
holiness. This does not mean that those
©f us who are single or bomesexual are
fated to o loweless life, There is ample
evidence 1o e conrary, Moreover, Where
are expressions of love ranging from
isbonog mod journcying together to the
embroce and kiss which confirm our
love for others

What concretely docs this mean? | think we
should admnt it when we fll away from the porm of
cvangelical boliness in matters sexunl and realize that
God not only forgives us but wants to transform oo
deficits. For example, ope can acknowledge the moral
fathzre of masturbaton and still be foith-filled, compas-
sionate and loving In much of one's [ife. Two people
might find themselves in sexual intimacies which are
neither heterosexual nor covenasotal, acknowledge is
brokenness, and yet experience profound graces in their
lives and their rclaticnship. Similarly, beleresexunl
spouses may “make love™ lovelessly, acknowledge their
sin, and bear manifold other graces in their lives, [o all
cazes where we fall shon of the moral call, we know we
capnot judge the mmicrior quality of anociber person’s
relationship to God That gocs for people who have
problems with money or violence, as well

All people who truly love and all people who
“make" what is called love are both graced and Nawed
There is no one of us withour 3in. Our problem—whether
facing the enemy, a mountain of mooey, or the person
before me—is the denial of T of
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CELEBRATING DIVERSITY

by Sue Lauritsen

This is the twenty-sixth yeur of the gay libera-
tion movement. The Toronto Catholic Worker wrale an
excellem article tn their publication The Mustard Sced in
1994 that is worth the tme and effort to read. Their
articke explores 1n great depth somea of the biblical
references, the hustorical perspective and personal reflec-
tions conceming homosexuality,

What | write comes from my expericnce as a
leshian who is still "l process™ of accepting berself 1'm
of the mindser that although it is a strong show of
soldanty to have large groups stand up for the nghts of
marginalized groups, acceplance has 1o suart with the
individual Whether the Catholic Worker Movement,
soclery or the hierarchical church ever comes out and
says the injustice must siop, means bitke 1o me 1 have
o love mysell enough to know 1 am a creation of God
and that T wall not stand ashamed, Homosexuals strike a
chord of fear in some people as though who they are is
contagious, Unlike leprosy, homosexuality is oot a dis-
ease | wanl no more righls or prvileges than anycoe
¢ise | doo't want any body of people 10 single out
lesbinns and gays to fight for their right to exist, i they
cannol accept my sisters and brothers of color, those
who are differcutly-abled, those with diminished mental
capacitics, or those who anguish over the decision
whether or oot they can bring a life into the warld,

Let us be securs endugh within ourselves that
our time is not taken up in judgment of those who are
different from ws 've found if you are really out
“walking the tulk” you have little ime to worry aboul

who's oo your side and who's still afmid of von
Ultimmately we only have to account to the Creator, and
I'm sure i the Creator hadn™ accepiod homosexuals, we
wouldn't exist

This is a rather simple response (0 a very
complex ssue. Let us all celebrate the diversity we all

brng io the w@ble af Life.
+

The bars of our invisible jails
are far more powerful than
physical bars. They are bars
of ignorance and selfishness
and fear... y

--SHelly Dolglass

Sue Lavuritsen, and friends still have a lawn mowing business 1 you'd like their services, boep them ag 871-1850.
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SHOWING A KINDER FACE

by Tim Pekarek

Regently the Vabican sent the message 1o the
bishops, cardimals, and other clergy, thal they should
oppose efforts 1o establish or preserve avil rights for
homoseseals This mawcuver cenainly drew mpplause
from the far right-wing Christian Cealition in this coun-
iry. This directive came near the time of the 1993 Oregon
and Colorado ballot measures, wiuch I passed, would
have prohibitsd lesbian and gay ciwvil rights in thoss
states. Dunng that season af least three leabiang and gay
mea in Oregon, and another gay man in Colomdo, were
murdsred

Obwvicusly the Roman Catholic Church is a very
fong way from offering a message of affirmation to
lesbian or gav Catholics, who are likely to feel discarded
by the Chuerch In a world that seems 1o be lurching
toward violence and fascisme, this and other Vatican
statements oa lesbian and gay morality and identity
amount 1o an inferred threat. Al other tmes the Church
has been more owvert, as with the removal of Dignuty
luegies from Church properties around the country m
reocnt years. There is & fear among lesbian and gay
Catholics that groups such as Dignity will be declared
schismatic, or thatl they will be cxcommunicated en
masse, as with the recent treatment of Catholics who
have provided or assisted women in obtaining aborntions.
In this Mmosphere there would seem to be no reason for
any lesbinn or gay persoo 1o remain in the Catholic
Church,

The Cailwlic Worker movement, in our history,
bas been able to show a kinder face of the Church to
people disenfranchised from the Church. We do this by
offering hospitalily to wamen aod children, (he poar,

racial and cthnic minorities and others. Another part of
eur history Is that tbe sins of heterosexism aod
homophobia that are rempant im society have been
common cnough in many Catholic Worker commundines
to the exteni that leshians and gavs wre gutcasts. | recall
a couversation that | had with a friend who has heen 2
Catholic Worker since the 60's or 70’5, in New York
and in the Midwesi, who has known mamwy lesbion and
gays who did oot find acceplance at the Worker, and
fled My fricnd and [ boah thought that it is absurd, but
it would seem thar the current Pentagou polley of “Daon't
Ask=Don™t Tell” would apply at many Catholic Worker
communities.

Forunately, | have never fch this to be the case
with the Knren House commuruty, During the period
that I've lived with the Knren House community, |
“came oul” as a gay man 10 them and ather friends and
family members There were tumes i this process that |
was beft fecling abused by some people; and il | had not
felt safe in our commumnity, | koow that [ would have
ledl,

The diversity that &xists o our household
Karen House is what we all chensh, and we sirive 1o
make leshians and gay men f8e] as weleoms ag everyone

Tim Pekarek has speot the last several months oo a pdgnmage and 15 currently back at Karen House.

The Rosnd Table
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"LET US REASON TOGETHER"

by Ellen Rehg

| am writing as someone who does not like The
Musiard Sced article very much, Let me warn the reader
thit I'm responding as a philosophcr, 50 my comments
are addressed 10 the theorenical aspecis of this issue
rather than the personal, political or pastaral Also, T am
narrowly tailoring my response 10 specific polnts raised
0 this article. What 1 don't like is what comes across 1o
me as a polerucal tone, aod | disagree with what |
perceive its philosophical underpmnings 1o be.

About the tome: the mosy diffiealr ethical syruggles
are those in which there seoms 10 be at [cast some truth
w both “sides” of a position. This is one reason why
these kinds of issues are so difficull I would put the
struggle coocerning the mormlity of abortiom, for ex-
ample, in this caegory. Both pro-life and pro-choice
positions are espousing important values: among other
things, the sancury of human [ife in the former case gnd
the value of individeal smopomy in the lattier By
acknowledging these conflicting values | don™t mean 10
zuggest that each positioa i3 equally commect, that tere
it oo moral truth. What | do mean 1o point out 5 the
existencs of moral ambiguity based on a genuine conflict
of goods. In order to determine how 1o resolve a conflict
of this kind, ! think we need the carcful, thoughtful,
beartfelt and reasoned arguments and experiences of
many people, co all fides of the issue [n order for
people to feel free 1o pamicipate In this kand of discus-
sion, their views have (o be respected, If cae unjustly
discredits opposing views, then debate is s1ifled. Pegple
may be afraid 10 voice their position if it differs from
others because they fear they will be labeled in same

negative way.

[ fec! the authors of the Mustand Seed article e
guilty of just this kand of ncgative labeling In the
opcning paragraphs, they implicitly identify any opposi-
pon 1o their views oo homosexuality with a domineeriop,
wviolent position of oppression. It is as if there are only
wo possible viespoints—either one unequivocally sup-
ports gay rights (and possibly any form of sexual
expression or practice) or one is a part of an oppressive
system which leads to hate crnimes and other viokent,
debumanizing actdons such ps cthnle cleansing. Awmy
hesitation to embrace the editors® viewpodint is sttached
10 a fear of the Other or of differences, in other words,
1o emotional or irrational roots, as though there can be
oo rcasooed considerations that might be raised Just
because one might differ, in varving degrees, with the
vicwpainl expressed in this anicle, doss nod aulomat-
cally mean that one supports latred of thase who are
different or any ghridgement of their human rights.

1 believe the issue of the morality of homosext-
ality is not as clear cut as the articke suggests, but rather
is one in which there exisis ambigueity, agamn becauss
there scoms to be, in my opinion, truth oa bath “sides.™
The writers of the article appear to want to draw s
parallel between the idea that heterosexuality is the
normative way for human bengs 10 express their sexesl
oafure, and the idea that, say, while people ars the nomm
for human beings. The idea of “betcrosexism,” in other
words, seems modcled upon the concept of mcism. OF
course, if this were true, then there could be no justifi-
able defense of "heterosexism,™ as there s pone for
racism. But whether of pot this is true, that is, whether
the analogy is appropnate, is precisely where the ambi-

Ellen Rehg teaches philosphy at St Louis University and Fomboane College.
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guity lies, and is, therefore, ove of the arguments that
bas 1o be made, the truth here aeeds 10 be discemed

This leads to the difficultics | have with some of
the philosophical underpinnings tmplied i the article.
Audre Lorde's cited definition of heterosexisin séems 1o
reject the hdea that one <an justifiably evaluvate and
“rank” forms of sexual expression, in thay it is wrong,
according fto this definition,
to maistain that there is a
superior “pattern of loving™
(in this casc, belerosoxual-
ity). First of atf, what is a
“pattern of loving™? Docs it
include things ke monogamy
ar. polygamy, B mwnoge @
trats, pedopiullia or sado-ras-
ochistic prucuices? The loose-
ness of the term would seem
to eocompass any kind of
sexual relationshlp or prac-
tice. If it is wrong in prin-
ciple 1o claim that any prac-
tice 15 superior 10 ancther,
{which is what [ think this
definition immplies), then we
can make no value judgments
on the superiority of mo-
pogamy over polygamy, for
example, or on the evils of
peidiophilia or § & M.

My poiol is thal in
order 1o support tha pecept-
ability of homosexual expres-
sion, the authors appear to
deny any normative basis for
sexuality, since the asowumnp-
tion here 15 that the existease
of a vorm or stasdard is in-
herenlly oppressive, a form
of demminavon. If any sun-
dard for evaluation, tf evalu-
ation mselll, is {msckmissible,
then ot Jooks like the basis for
this position is & subjective
relativism Whiatever any one
given individual fecls is nght
for bim or ber sexually, is automatically right. [ find this
basie 1 be morlly and rationally banbrupt, and entirely
inconsistent with Cawbolic Worker philosophy. | realize
thot a defense of he morl goodoess of homasexuality
meed not rest upon such a basis, but in this article it
locks to me like it docs T have also read and heard thic
kind of relativissn as ibe basis for homosesual nglis
being espoused in other discussions on the topic.

What [ am maloly saying is that T think we
should thick (his through more carefully, and less po-
lemically. Let’s ackmowledge some of the ambiguities of
the isspe. Yes, there does seem 0 be a tension between
naming homosexuality an “involuntary conditica™ and
then calling its practice sinful. On the other hand, it does
seemn like an “objective disorder,” m that in homosexuals
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there seems 10 be a dissonance between ong's objective,
bialogcal structure and one's ner sexual-affective
drives. To disceqa the truth of this issue, T would echo
the words of Ismah, “Comne, let us reason togsther ':'_
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LOVE: THE OVERWHELMING
ANSWER

by Annjie Schiefelbein

[ am poy ons af the world™s great thinkers. No
one has ever marvelled a1y my imtellect, por will 1 go
down in history lor my amazingly cooccived concepts
and formulited ideas. | have finally come 1o terms with
that. I'm okay with . What helpd me with that knowl-
edge is the belief that 1 have been graced in the area of
intpinon, which I struggle 10 believe is as valid as any
logical thought. ["ve done no in-depth study on the area
of homosexuality, although I've read the writings of
wany who have [ have no developed theory on natural
rendencies versus those which may be acquired. | have
ro aoswer for the question of patural law. 'What | do
have is a tremendous, unchanging fecling, born in my
beart and refined within my muind This is a fecling that
love is the overwhelming answer 1o most questions,
found when we are able o overcame the bamier of fear,
I read the arlicle in The Mustard Seed and others liko i1,
and my feeling leaps with recognition tn me, much like
John Jeaped in Elizabeth's womb, It feels that love is
bigger than ocur understanding of i, and that it ean
disdam boundaries with greater intensity than our minds
can fathom.

It seems 1o me that the rano between the amount
people speak of love and the amount many people
experience it s extrernely disproportionate, with the
latier being on the losing end Despile whal every
romantic novel and movie says, Jove is hard to comne by.
| chose to bebieve thay the end-all, be-all, once m &
lifetimic love dogs exist, but not frequently. If a person
can find that kind of love, one that exists in respect and
i¢ based o truth, how could it be anything tat holy? |
don't believe it is anything less than glorified by God,
whether both participamts have penises or both have
viginas. Only an individual can decide within his or ber
own beart whether a relationship is healthy and based in

God. Mo one else can be where the person 15 of has been,
We can only challenge each other if something socms
blatantly amiss. But [ feel we also have & responsibiliny
to trust the intuition of each other. How can we questioo
e wwton Wty aoother human being has had sinde
birth? How can we question an intuition that bums trse
and decp within them and that fits for them, despite it
not finiog o with anything the world has told us about
what fove and life and sex ghould be, or even an
intustion that does nol fil with our own kove and Life and
sex?

So that keads directly 1o the question: how do 1
undersiand or accept the intuition many people have that
leads them o the conclusion that homosexuality is a sin?
1 ademdt, T have a more difficult ume dealing with this
one. But again, who am 1 10 judge intuiions or heans of
other people? We all just walk our paths and, ol ous
best, try 10 come 10 some colnection with what role we
play in Lfe, My mtoitions lead me 10 many differemt
places than those of otbers. | may not agree, but [ must
respect.

It the end ns in the beginning. it all comes full
circle in Jove. Blessed are they who are fortunate enough
to find a love worthy of song and dance. Even more
blessed, 1 believe, are those who find this love but
cannct sing and dance because of the contrived bound-
grics placed upon relationa! roles thousands of years
Bgo. May we instead, rejoice with them in the beautifid
nature and intuhtion inherent in their spinits. The is what
| am left with as these quenions and isues coolinug 10
spring forth. My fecling is thot of rejoicing. No great
thoughts (as promised), but oaly an almost averposwer-
ing feeling rising through my istuitve spirt, guldiog my
thoughts and actions, Thanks for indulging it

Annlie Schiefelbein can be seen riding ber bike through Forest Park on o pretty day.
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This article was writien by the editors of The Mustard S¢ed, o publication of the Taronto Catholic Worker.
It way published in the Summer of 1994 and is reprinted here with permission.

= ———————  —— e =

Twenty-five years ago this June, Mew York police raided the Stonewall bar in Greenwich village, ont of mamy bars
catering W the ncighbourhood's gay and lesbian subculture. Such raids were commonplace, but this one cnded differently,
writh the bar's patrons tuming on the police and chasmg them ooto the stieet. The event was a catalyst. from this act of
resistance the gay liberstion movemenr was bom.

As we of The Mustard Seod collective joyfully prepare to mark this milestooe in the lustory of gay liberation, we
reflect with sadacss oo how much that injustice remains unchallenged: botls by our society, and withun the Catholic Worker
movement

Writer and poet Audre Lorde defioed beicrosexism as “the betief in the inherent supenority of anc panern of loving,
and thereby 1ts right to dominance,” and bomophobia as “the fear of feclings of love for members of one’s own sex, and
therefore the hutred of those feelings in others.™(1) In & sotscty such as ours, tightly woven together by the boods of
capialism and the power dynamics of male dominaticn aod white domination, a sexual reality that does oot ft into the
presoribed pattern is seen gs 2 threar, bath ea the individusl and collestive level.

This is & critical time of social upheaval. As we move into & stite of permancol recession, the fimiliar polaritics
of the cold war are replaced by the proliferating begemony of transnational businees intereqts, Casting around for our
bearings, everything that deviates from the porm needs to be purged Ethnic cleansing becomes homribly commonplace.
Refugees are denicd shelter, Hate crimes againsi snyone perceived as Other increase.

For leshian and gay pecple, this inability to recoguise the dynamic buman force of differcoce takes the form of
open street violence, of the Ku Klux Klan leading pro-gay-bashing rallics through gay peighborboods in Peunsylvania; of
the murders of over a dozen gay people in Montreal in hate-motivated crimes

Responses from the Catholic community of faith have pot been encouraging. For cxemple: the Archbishop of
Toronls, Alovsiue Ambrozic, I3 calling for Catholics actively W oppose the provincial government's propoted legislation
that wonld standardize benefits for heterosexual and bomosexual couples.

It is against Cus background that we fhoe the Catholie Church's teaching on Bomosexualty. As a comynunity
striving to live as disciples of the Risen One, the Catholic Church has a unicpse responsibility to immerse itself in the work
of liberaring all people who face injushics It & o sad and scandalous reality 1hit by its currem position the Chureh only
reinforoes and perpetuaies the structural and psychological oppression faced by fesbian women and gay men. The Church
sorcly necds th address itsell o the real gquestons of gender, sexuality and power that problematize its pastom! and
theological mission

Cenain 1exts in the bible have been traditionally used 1o define gay love 85 8 perverse sexual act—most specifically,
the 11 on Sodom in Genesis 19:1-29. Yet many Biblical scholary are in agreement thal the story of Sodom is wn fiact o
condemnation of rape. xenophobia and, above all, a gross fallare 10 fulfill the sacred requirements of hospitalicy

The few biblical refereoces 10 specific manifestations of bomosexual sex (Romans 1:26, Lewviticus 18:22 and 20:13,
| Corinthians 6:9, | Timothy 110) do net in fact address bomosexuality as 4 geouine affectional orientation Rather, they
are intended s a condemnation of perverse homosexual activity indulged in by otherwise truly heterosexual individuals as
an expressicn of contemnpl or self<centered lust and usually associated with some forra of wol-worship.” (John McMeill}2)
It is indeed ironic thar these few passages are inierpreted so literally, and broadened in1o a general condemnation of same-
sex relationshups, wheo the many 1eachings throughout the Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testament on econ0mic justice
{usury for example) have been walcred down or flady ignored

We need 10 Jook honestly at the dymamics of friendship and love in the stones of Naomi and Ruth, David and
Jonathan. With the interpretive tradition passed down to us from the Jewish midrash 1o the writings of the Church Fathers,
we noed 10 wrestle with all these texts, believing (10 pamphrase theologian Karl Barth) in thewr innate truth as the revealed
Word of God while a1 the same Ume recognizing how they are rooted in a particailar historical and cultural cootext

Current Catholic teaching tells us that "“wiolent malice in speech or in action” against “homosexual persons™ is
“deplorable " Ar the same tioe however, because 4 "homasexual orientation™ is “an objective disorder,” and “"homosexual
activity” is “an infrinsic moral evil” civil rights legizlation “can be legitimately lmated for objectively disordered extenal
conduct,"(3) and thus denjed to gay and lesblan people. There ks a tremendous iension within these Fatements. A

The Rocnd Table i2
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homoséxual oocotation 5 accepted (1o the tecent Universal Catechism) as an involumtary condition As such, @ must
therefore be sinless—vet any expression of this condition is a sin(4) The Church stroogly adwvises peoplc wath this
origmanon o sy siemt about i, o stay o the closet—and then the question of amti-gay discrirnimntion will not arise (5

The “objectively disordered external conducat™ referred 10 above as justifying discrimination is in everyday terms
being “out of the closet ™ For openly lesbian and gay Christians, being out i3 an act of faith, coutinually rénewed. It is
a2 most joyfal and deeply personal recogniticn of gay or leshian sexuallty as a emanifestanon of the love of God, is 2
cammitment to living that gift of Love in one's daily hif. Christ's teaching that "the vuth will sct you fres™ resonates in
the soul To be in the closet is lo experience 2 barnier lo the sparitual e, because it is a conscious denial of who one
truly is within Christ™s Mystical Body. Andrew Sullivin points cwut that “being gay is oot about sex as such. Fundamentally,
it"s aboul one™s core cmotional identity. It's about whom one loves, ultumately, and bow that ¢an make one whole 25 a
buman being (6}

Being out as a gay person is an act of solidanity, letting others stll gripped by silence know that they are not aloge.
As 2 wiltpess 10 our very beterosexual society, it is also a political statemnent: straight persons who know openly gay prople,
a5 friends or pcquaintances, are much less likely 10 be gay-bashers, make fag jokes, or otherwise practice discrimination.
And, az such, coming out if a step made in hope towards the day when whai i means 1o be lesbion or gay will be
acknowledged and affirmed in every aspect of socal and culmural life.

A3 people of (ith, we io the Catholic Worker Movement need 10 go tmuch deeper than the moigre hberal notions
of “wilcrance™ and civil rights. The Catholic Worker's call is to announce the good news of the Gospel, 1o denounce
oppression in whatever form it may take, We are parucularly called into grace through the practice of hospitality. 1n being
with the stranger, in brealang bread together, the categories and prtjudices that sepamte us fll dvay and we &0 lesum
truly to know cach other,

Az Catholic Workers, as Christians, we are asked 1o make room o our hearts, and by our love in action, for all
those who suffer injustice. We can nol look al the teen suicides, the lesbian mothers who lose eir children the many (ens
of thousands of men who died in Ausclivvitz wearing 1he pink triangle, the profound spirftual and psychological anguith
of the closet, and simply continue 10 dismiss homosexuality as an objective disorder. Falling in love with a person of the
same $ex is a spintmal, emotionnl, physical reality in the lives of millions of people, scross all coltures and economic strafa
If we can respond only by closing our heans, we risk falling into 1he true sin of Sodom=—the fiulure 1o practice the divine
imperative of bospatality.

MNotes:

m Audre Lorde, in her egsay, "Scratching the Surfnce, Some Notes on Barriers 10 Women and Loving ™

() Johrr McNeill: The Church and the Homosexunl,

E)] From wthe revised text of the Doctrinal Coagregation’s Respooding 1o Legislative Proposals on Discnamination
o Apunst Homasexuals in Opging, August 6, 1992

{(4) Andrewy Sullivan, interviewed in Americs (May 8, 1993)

()  Deoctrinal Congregations, jpid, para 14,

{6) Anidrew Sullivan, [hid

"It is indeed ironic Mal these few passages are Interpreted so
literally, and broadened into a general condemnation of same-
sex relationships, when the many fleachings throughout the
Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testament on economic justice
(usury for example) have been watered down or flatly ignored.”
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DISCERNING THE TRUTH

by Teka Childress

| have been perplexed about how 1w
approach the quéstion of homosexval unions. [n
coming 1o discern the truth aboun any issue, one
miust have a basis upon which to build or a
starung point from which 10 dmaw conclusions.
Tt is precisely a1 this juncture that | have usually
goten stuck

| have generally been convinced that we
can discern the truth about things by examining
the reality presented to ns in nature and in our
experientes, Yet, when 1 look at what [ find i
nature and expencoce witk regard 10 homo-
sexudl bove | discover things thiat are not casily
reconcilable. When T see that men 2od women physically
complement ooe another in their sexuality and that their
sexual wion brings the possibility of bringing forth Life,
| cammot igoore this. Does u not tell us anything aboast
what buman beings are called 1o with regard 1o their
sexual relations?

And, yet, perhaps the complementarity of men
and women docs not indicate that po place cxists for
homosexiil unons as well. This is the other side of 1he
coin. There is love and auraction expenenced betwesn
poaple of the same sex. One cannot dismiss it

One of (he more compelling elements | find i
support of homosexual union s the simple reality that
many people are seemingly born with this onentation or
runimally find themselves with this orientation set. While

T do net
believe  that
sexual union is re-
quired for love and Lfe
o be meaningful, 1 have
to wonder, whal's the poun
of one’s being denied such a
gnion in 4 loving, futhful, mo-
nogamous relatioaship? Is there
gnything hely abowut asking many
poeople who long for this kind of
reintionshup 1o forgo n? Is this what
God asks or requires? | find that hard to belicve.

Obviously, love is the measure by which we
rust decide all things, and therefore the most important
thing is that we love and sccepl one anodber as we each
sirive o soc how God calls us. And we must always
work for justice and sgamnst oppression. +

Teka Childress 5 back o practicing the Sax pow that this ssue has gooe to press.

The Hoimd Table
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CONTINUING THE CHALLENGE

by Mark Scheu

| rejoiced at the publication of the statement on
homosexuals and the Church in The Mustard Seed 1
believe it was long overduwe in a Catholic Worker
publication, and | embrace it wholchcartedly 1 have
comended for some time that there is, understandably, a
tlendency th Catholic Worker circles o sancufy the
opinians of Dorothy Day oo varouws moral questions,
such as abormon, women's role in the church, sex
outside of marrisge, or whatever. This is alan to reading
the letters of Paul for guidance on individoml points of
conduct, stipulations which were pertinent 10 his awn
olmre and time by hardly immutable moral principles.
What ks tmportant (n Paul’s letters is the overall under-
slanding of who lesus is and what he means for us.

Likewise in Dorothy Duy’s radical Gospel wi-
sion. Monviolence, solidarity with the poor, and person-
alism {ves, social aogrchism!) are the hallmarks of her
visot, But 0 try te deduce individual stances on every
moral issue with which one is confronted by referring
back to Catholic Worker tradition or the “canon” of her
writings is & grear disscrvice 1o the Catholic Worker
movement, 1o Dorothy Day, and 1o the Gospel.

It is not crucial for the movement 10 affirm this
staternent of the Torouto Warker oo hotmosexuality and
the Church, One cannot expedct instant unanimity on an
izque of this nature, Yet this issue needs to be atred and
freely discussed. It 1S crucin) to break away from the
dead hand of authority, whether it be a Roman decres or

a stance of Derothy Day's—10 break the pall of silence
on some of e most urgent issues of our day, such ns
the role of women in the Church, abortion, homoseual-
ity, An upofficial ban of salonce has existed o Catbolic
Warker circles because it is contended that Dorothy Day
did not challenge the authonty of the Church oa these
matirrs.

Yet \f the Catholie Worker movement s et o
atrophy, if it is 10 enliven our faith and 1o quicken our
souls and to inspire our heans, it needs 1o conunoe 1o
challenge both socicty and the Church (as Darothy Day
often did) when the practices of these instintions con-
ey with the Cogpel. Those who are the heirs of
Borothy Day, those who call thomseives Cathobic Work-
ers, must experiment with the truth a8 1hey perceive i,
not simply as it is handed down. Such sojoums are oot
to be censored as heresy, but welcomed as 1his
generstion's pruppling with the Gospel wision in gur
time. Jesus said that he came not to bring peace buw a
sword. It does not serve the truth to svoid difficult and
potennially divisive issues—u usually only serves 1o
perpetuale mjustice and oppression. We art indeed prom-
ised 4 “new heaven and B pew carth.” Bul we are not
there yetl Let us cosdend with these issucs as our
comscience and ouwr fith lead us. Tt is in this spint that
thiz boid statement on the pan of the Toronto Catholic
Worker should be received, and it is in this spirit that L
welcome this issue of The Round Table, +

To overyooe's delight, Mark Schea was wed 1o Ann Kinsey og Octobor 7, 1995,
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FROM ABROAD

by Patrick MeCarthy

On Refusing to be an
Enemy in a Time of War

Last spriog. 1 recéived a call from an immigra-
voa lawyer askang for belp o gabering mformation to
support an application for political asylum for Almir
M* an eighteen year-old Bosnian Muslim man from
Zeaden, 10 centrp) Beommia. 1 kmew thar Almir, as a
Bosmuan and a Muslim, had, by definition, the Jegally-
prescribed “well-foundad fear of persecunion and physi-
cal ham™ in his home country, 1 also knew that the
process for obmining asylum in the Unied States was
pever S0 sitnple, tven ta obvious cases hke this one

| contacted the office of the Uniod MNations
Chief Investipator on War Crimes in the former Yugo-
glavia. | cxpiained that | was secking documsndary
evidenes 10 Support an asylum chum for a Bosuian
national o the United States. Days later, | received a
package several Inches thick, coolamung UN reports
demailing war crimes, crimes against humaaity, and
geoockde in Bosnda

Even though T had been in Bosnia & fow maonths
carlier and had seen up closc the wholesale destruction
of a multi-cthnic, multi-confessional society, 1 was un-
prepared for the catalog of horror in the pages before
me, The facts alons were stageering: over 200,000
Bosnians lnlled; 800 prisop camps with at least 500,000
prisomers, ower 50,000 torfure victimes; 3] mass graves
with bodies pumbering from five to 3,000 io cach, and
over 20,000 docuroented rape victims. Many of the rape
victms were hetwern cleven and scventeen years old,

and were raped repeatedly over cight o cloven monihs.
Over 90% of these crimes were commitied by Serbiand
oa a base populatioa of cniy five million

Acts of viglence, Jacques Ellul once observed,
have a cerlain simencss to them Ag [ pored over the
pages and pages of testimony, presented io legally
precise and agonizing detail, I became numbed by the
similarmty of the acts described, until T came across ooz
small passage, almost by accident, Il was an gccount of
the rounding up of non-Serbs from an area near Sarpjevo.

Criphiz) Tod Liwti

Patrick MeCarthy is a libezrian at Saint Louis University and the eoordinator of the Bosnian Student Project in
St Lows For more information aboui the Bosnlan Student Project, pleass call 664-9920.
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Al the beginning, tbe desenpuon followed a
predictabls pattern” & group of civilians hiding in a cellar
were discovered by Bogmian Serb soldiers and were
ordered outside, The soldiers wstmced the group of 60
of 30 [0 separate inlo two groups, Muslims on one side,
pon-Muslims on the gther. This praciice is often the
prelude 1o the swnmary execution of Muslim groups and
has been commopplace throughout Bosoia. Bul one
persod in the assembled group, a 50 year-old Serbian
man, refused “These are my friends, my neighbors,” he
sald, referring 10 the Muslims. T am whb them," he
declared, as be moved to join the Muslim group, The
Serbian soldiers were so moensed by this sor of “be-
trayal™ that they beat him fo death on the spot

Who can fail 0 recognize o compelling truth in
this exceptional act of martyrdom? The refusal 1o be an
cucny, al the héan of the Christinn gospels, is dkso the
most ennobling of human acnons. In this sinple secount,
buried amoog hundreds of pages of testimony, 15 pre=
served a profound counter-witness 10 literally thousands
of acts of barbarity, carried cut in the name of religion,
in Bosnia. On one level, it 15 a story of defear However,
as 3 Bosman acquaintance once remarked. “there is
more power in a single act of love than in a Uwusand
years of hate™

So often, we are coofronted with makaog choices
only arnong bad optioss And yet, even m such circume
stances, there is aleays 2 way o act that affioms and
redeems our cormmon humanity, though sametimes, irani-
cally, at the cost of our own lives.

AL (15 reot, (he Bosnlan waf has been 2 war ¢a
the “other”. a war of savage assault on all 1hat distin.
guishes us, coc from the other. In shorm, it is a war on
the wdea of civilization itself The aggressors in Bospia
woukd have vs believe that we can live only in groups
with pthers just like us, Toleration, mudualiry, respect
and cclebration of differences, these are 3 fragile lexury
in today's world.

"Who can fail to recognize a
compelling truth in this ex-
ceptional act of martyrdom?"

fo the Jast analysis, tbe war in Bosma-
Herzegovina has been an almost unimpeded slaughier of
innocent people and the culmire that sustains them. Most
tragic of all, in my opwion, is the Get that this war was
preveniable and unnecessary, That fact places a lemble
Judgment an all of us

“In the evening.” wrote S1. John of the Cross,
“we will be judged by bow well swe hawe loved.™ Our
coptinuing hope for the people of Bosma is incamaled
by acts of love, the “hargh and dreadful love" of our
shared bumanity.

+

" Almur eventually received politieal asylum and is now
anending college in Missouni
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FROM KAREN HOUSE

by Annji¢ Schiefelhein

One of my favorite parts of introducing new
pueste, volunteers, or visitors to our house iz when we
say, “This bouse ks totally run on donations and by
volunicers.” Secing the surpnised fices and bearing the
confused questions as | explain this philosophy reminds
me of my own reaction the Grst tune | heard it [ was
amazed, as | still am, that everything T am surrounded
by exists only because people have identified poodoess
and bope within themselves. From qur toilet paper 10 our
tight bills, we exist in and from the generosity of pecple
who realize the imbalance i cur world, tocally and
globally

Karen House has besn shaped and changed
through the years by so many people: tbose from [ar
away who only bear of our work but choss 1 have hope
in it, those who send donations, those who volumtesr,
those who live bere, and those who pray for our work.
Like the tuck-pointed bricks that raise our housce to three
stories, sach person has supported the house in integral
and necessary ways. Most of them [°ll never know. ['ve
beard many of their pames. Their cories are told by
former and longer-standing current Commumity mem-
bers. As L sit vy this southeast comer room on the third
floor thay | know a3 my room, | wonder how many
others gat bere (maybe even writing despemtely overdue
Round Table articles, as I'm doing now)? 1 know of the
two that came before me, bul there have been many
More, SPANnIng TMADY Years,

Just like everyone ¢lee in the world, 1 suppose,
those of us who Live in the community, (just five of us
oow=-the smallest oumber 1 the history of the house),
do our best 10 sort oul what s being asked of us, and
how fo live within those questions and answers. Being
five very different people, the answers and questions
lead us 1o very different places. Living within (hose
differemt places, yet within the context of community g
an imporant, challenging joy. It has been an amanng

process for me, aod, T would guess, cveryons who has
lived in conumunity.

Here ar Karen House we have sald a very sl
{aod we hope temporary) geod-bye 1o Tom Nelson, one
of the foundation bricks of the comynunity. Tom has
gooe to Denver for now. His cager wachings are missed
here, as are his wonderful stories thet 1 could lisien w0
over and over (Actually have listencd 1o over and over,
ooy (hat [ think about i) 1L sctms the tumes are always
changing here at Karen House. We hope that they will
cominue 1o change until they returmn Tom back home
{where, [ might add, he belongsl). Also in the ranks of
those departng, is Kris Dennis. Kris was 3 community
member for over three years. No one currently in (he
house has Kns's flair for ar, poerry, and drama So
while waiting for ber lenters 1o inspire ug, we'll just have
1o spend our time wondering how much hair Scont will
have with each pew day. Tim Pekarek was out there in
Washington at Bethlebem Fann with Jim and Katnina
Plawo apd is now back visiting with us,

"..evervthing I am sur-
rounded by exists only be-
cause people have identified
goodness and hope within
themselves.”

Annjic Schicfelbein bas boen chosen for Lhe tole of "lifile sister™ by Scott and Mitch who lease her mercilessly.

The Heoummd Talste

Karen House Catholic Worker 314.621.4052 www.karenh]cingsecw.org 1840 Hogan St. Louis, MO 63106



Back here in the house we keep soming oui the
questions presented 10 us by our fakth, Lives, phlilotopby,
and goesty, most of whom are young women with very
young children Mich continges his work bere ar the
bouse, playing the pant of maintenance worker out of
necessity. He also continvpes his work with the develop-
memally disabled and listens 1o us rant endlessly about
wishing be'd siow down Becky started back ino ber
ourse-practitioner program at St Louis University for
anoclher semester. She also works at Regional Hospital
when not making the 1/4 block trek 1o Karen House
from her spantment. Teka graces our lives with musical
oofes (via sanophone) when ool keeping up with the
bundreds of cotnections she's mmade i her fiReen years
hee at the house, Scott is trying to balanee his work at
the house with his work ot Coro. We almost [ost him 1o
a job io San Francisco last spring, s0 we are especially
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gratefil for his presence. | continune tp work ot Bames
Hospital as a nurse while Uving here. My own answers
secm 1o be pointing in & direction different from Karen
House right new, s0 i February ['ll be moving 1w
Dogtown, changed by my ooe and a balf vears here and
wondering wiat the firtere will bring

But for tomighi, | $1 i the roam that is mine [or
now, with the cusrent lot of peoplc that make up who
Karen Houose s and will be. The hope that is shoon
through the house's existence warns me. la spote of all
of the fear and despair, there is a Lght odhich seems
minuscule at times, but is brightened by those who can
e it Thosc who see this Light [luminate the future foc
people who may one day walk around Karen House or
some place like it sayiog, "We are totally run oo
domations mad the generosity of people who care”
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FROM LITTLE HOUSE

by Mary Ann McGivern, 8.1L.

I 1977 I spent six months working for 1he
Uniied Farm Workers In Florida, belping negotislc and
cenforce the Minutemaid contract there. The day [ ar-
rived, Winterhaven director James Logan, an African
American, 10ld me the safl was gong to Disoeyworld
the pext day oo passes from relatives of some of the
orangs pickers in the arca.

James looked af me stemly aod sadd, “These
folks gave us the passes because they want us lo have
a pood time. | want 10 have a good time. | want you 1o
come and 1 want you to have a good time 100, But, if
you are the sort of white organizer wio never leaves
your pobbical acalvsis a2 home and compluns all the
time about unjust distribunion of wealth and how terrible
Digneyworld i, then you should stay home,™

I went to Disneyworld and 1 had a good time. o
the years since, [ have cocasionally remembersd James'
admonition; aod when 1've deliberately chosen the good
things of this world, from a botile of beer to 2 tnp o
Greece, ['ve ¢consciously enjoved those present momenis
more because | have a better apprecistion for maiptain-
g balance in my life

All this ks peruinest because, dunng Septemnber,
I got home on g rainy Sunday afternoos and | thoupht,
"The Rams are probably oo television. They've won two
games. 1 wonder how they are doing I they win, am 1
going 1o refuse 1o enjoy thelr victories begause our
pelitical decision lo build the smdivm was so wasieful
and beecaase a few people arc making so much money ™™

I"m a fair weather sports G, When T was cight
and living in Chicago, just begining 1o read the paper
and follow comics and the bascball smandings, [ asked
my [mber whether he was for the Cubs or the Whine
Sox. "The Yankees,” he said, “They're winning!™ | was
dppalled, but, Lke James, my father was prugmatic
aboul waking simple pleasures where be found them

So. following my two mentors, | watched the
Rams beat Nondi Carolina and, the next week, beat the

Chicago Bears, As [ write this, the SU Louwls Rams have
4 record 4-0 stan for the feotball season.

1 can’t imagioe that I will ever have the mondy
or the willingness to spend the mopey on 3 football
deket I don’t want 10 supporet the lecal entertalnment
industry of sports and gamblmg 1hat has been built M
the expense of manufaciuring and other pood job cre-
atien strateghes.

A good job pays enough that the worker pays
taxes and receives health benefits, offers oppormunities
for advancement, s satishrng, is driven by problems or
nezds, and iz environmentally benign. 1 know all that,
and | won'r subvert my own work by contributing 10 and
supporting bad jobs like souvenir vendors. But i this
present moment, it s fun to howve a local team that’s
wnexpeciedly ¢n a roll

Mary Ann MeGivern, 5L was rocently featured 1o The River Fronl Tungs discussing e High Rood, a digest

and critque of economic development plaas.
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FROM OUR MAILBAG

Dear Round Table,
Just read you issuc of Round Table on Prayer. Well done-congratulavons! It 15 sensmive, thoughtful, covers so
mamy types, amd 15 nich in variety. Also liked Jeffs cover illustration. AR cenducive to praver!

Best Wishes,
Sister Mary Mangano

el and mal b Bt Lows Humag Righty Acsios Service
oo Warld Commupsty Censer
418 N. Slinker
51 Lowm, MO 63136

S W ST R B B e e e o — ———— ———— — ——— e s e e W e rre W S T SRS NN NN S — ————

St. Louis Human Rights Action Service

SLHRAS beging January 2, 1996 SLHRAS provides subscribers with:
The St Lewis Humen Righls Aciion Service will provide basy * o monlhly persopaliped Ietter pr B resposding o
people with a way vwo regulanye thesr responses 1o Do rights human rights shisses
abuscs around the world and in the United Statea SLHRAS will * an opporfsuly %o rovicw srd amend responsss before
wse (he Universm] Declaration of Hlmuoan Rights adopled by the they mre seal,
Upited MNoticns in 1948 =5 jiv definithon of humen righls. The ¢ mowihly vpdates on consumer bovootis rolsled o
Declarsiion includes political, civil, coonommic and social rights. human rights violationas,
The flollowing orpanizatssns will be ulikired 8 mnoees for action ¢ rescarch end coarultstions on letler 1o the editary end
dlorte Amncsty Indcrnational, Human Rights Wateh, Equal Jus- commentaries,
tice-USA, Witness for Pesce, Peste Brigsdes Intomational, and * periodie reporu on local W of benan rights
Fellowship of Recomcilistion SLHRAS will be opcrsted ten abuiee,
monlhs o year by Bill Remsty, who has worked promoting * fogmiler human rights vigils or diree! actons
buman rights and peses ot the Amencan Friends Serviee Com- For further Jdetally call J14-861-559%

milles for 19 yoars The aomaal cubsceripticn foe s 5§50

1896 Subscribar Response Form (Picase prini)
Hame{s) as it (they) should appear on responses

Address City State Zip
Phone (home) (work 1) [wark #2)
Fax ___ E-mail Area of concern

Pleass idenlify ma {us) in the opening sentence of responses as (occupation, affiliation, or position):

[] ! would like to review each response before It is senl :”xx’:’:”'m "":‘r“ DY vy
Send review coples by mail fax el : WSS o Teeponads.
[ ] itls not necessary to send me a ¢opy for réview, but
sond me a copy of each response sent In my name. ‘
[:] Enciosed is my $80 18896 subscrplion fee (payable 10 SLHRAS). \
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by Becky Hassler

As many of you know, | am 3 nuese and work
in the Emergency Room at St Louwis Regionn! Medical
Center. [ have been working there since | graduated from
Mursing School in 199). 1 chose 10 work there because
I very much wanted w woark with those who are poor
and canoot get access 1o health care anywhere they
choose. | Jove working there, though il is extremely
difficult a1 tmes, not just becsuse of the twelve hour
davt and getting @ 30-minuté Junch when you'ne lucky,
but also because of 1he emotional aspect as well. Tt can
be ssen as 4 great privilege to cater so deeply indo
somecne eise’s life when they are svounded and in pakn,
even ' it's for ever so brief a time Hut it can also be
extremely challeoging. Being a part of the community at
kKarea House gives me an added privilege of having
shared lifc with many of the patients who come 1o the
ER, either from Living with them or knoswing them from
1he neighborhood or giving them food at owr door.

Rits Corbdin

Come oo morniog rounds with me as | begin
vy shift as charge nurse for the day. In room [ we have
a $7-year-oid male who is bere becguse his dinbetes is
out of control. His bletd sugar is pbove 300mg/dl. He
has béen out of his insulis for three days and cannot get
imo the clinke for another two weeks. o room 2 is M.
B. She iz a 22-year-old female who overdosed on ber
mother's antidepressant medicine after ber two children
vwere taken away from her. Room 3 has Mr. © m it He's
a sixieen-year-old male (n police custody and is here for
a "fit for confinement”™ statement that be is well enough
W go 1o jail after wrecking the stolen car he was driving
while being chased by the police. Mr. G. is in room 4.
He's @ 34-yearold male brought here in & friend's aar
for decreased respirations and decreased level of con-
soousness. Though his drug screen 18 ot back from the
fab, it s swroogly suspected thatl be has overdosed on
heroin. The patient in room 5 has schizophrenia and s
walting on Iransporation to Malcolm Bliss for further
psychiatric evaluation. She s 3 47-year-old found wan-
dering the stredts, screarming obscenitics 1o customers in
an all-night coffiss shop. (1 know ber as a former guest
ot Karen Heouse) Room 6 has o 32-year-Old male
suffermg from a hean attack duc to cack cocaine use
The patient in room 7 i3 here for a gunshot wound to his
ann, He is 3 founecn-year-gld involved in a dnive-by
shooting, Room % has a nibetéen-year-old female whe
was raped by two mea and left it an abandomed build-
ing. She escaped while they were sleeping Ms 1 in
room 9 is a 42-year-old female who comes very ofien o
the ER far aleoholic selzures, Mr. D Is in Bm. L0, an
B7-year-0ld male brought in by the ambulance for heat
exhaustion. He bad oo air condiioniog or fan in his
senior citizen aparument. No one knows who's boen
takiog his social sécurtty check Ms. R, ig room 11 has
a blood pressure of 220/134, Sbe has been wlng her
blood pressure medicine every othier day instead of every
day fo make it last uotil ber next check comes 171 stop
there, though we bave & wotal of 25 rooms.

Because of the cutback in funding to Regional,
our s1afl has been cut oooe again, We tever have more

Becky Hassler spends her Sundays studvog pharmacology but wishes she could be out enjoying the Fall.
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than scven ourses and that is for just tweive bours,
though we're open twemy-four. The rest of the Ume we
bave five or six, a5 long as no one calls in sick that day.
ALany given time there may be 30 or 40 patients waiting
in the waiting room 0 be seen while all cur rooms are
flled. You can imagine how loog the wait is for some-
one who has o stomach ache, earache or cough,

The new managed care program for people with
Medicaid will be initiated very soon in St Lows. This
will give Medicaid patiemts a choice (2 limited choice,
but at least a choice) of where they want their health
care. Of course, all bospitals participating tn this pro-
Eram are cager to sign these patients up because they'll
get reimbursed for them. There is stll a wery large

I am afraid of what is
bedone us, becaude what
we aow we wilfl rxeap. It
L8 an exercdse {n counage
Lo wnite Lnese wonds, Ao

speak in this way when
it 18 nevolting io
condiden how much

we profess and how
Little we penform,

God hefp us.
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population in the city who have absalutely no health
care lsurance, Medicare, Medicaid or money to pay for
health care. No hospital is going w be fighting 1o get
these patisnts, Approximately 30-40% of the patients
Frgional sees in the ER. carmot pay for any of the care
they receive.

Il we still believe that healh care in this country
is 2 right and pot just 4 privilege (ewven though the U S
government dosdn’t séem 10 believe this), thea we need
1o lake senonsly our responsibility 1o make $ure it is
provided biere i St Louis. Fighting to keep Regonal's
doors open is essential o assuring that those ke the
panents described above can receive the health care tha
they desarve.

The Rosmd Tabds



THE STRUGGLE 1S ONE:
VOICES AND VISIONS
OF LIBERATION

Karen House
MEV PULEO Weekly Liturgy
Tuesday 8:00 p.m.

Orber wour copy of
the wibes by Ded. 1
at D1 special

price of 1797
{inclubes shipping
and hanbhing)

" House needs:
Available December 1, 1995
. House takers
o o . . Maoney
. Blankes
Yes | would like to receive copies of The Struggle N Kitch teasil
15 One video ot $17.95 ) l clen uiensus
Please send your check 10. The Struggle is One Project ¢ Silverware
c/o Peter and Evelyn Puleo - . FPampers

2 Clerbrook Lane
St Lows, MO 63124
Make checks payable o Mark Chmiel

T Round Table is the quarierty jowrnal of Catbolic Worker [ife and thought in SU Louls. Subscriptions are free.
Please write 0 The Round Table, 1240 Hogan, St Louis, MO. 63106 Donations are gladly acoepted 1o belp us continue
our work with the poor. People working on this issue include: Joe Angen, Teka Childress, Mary Dutcher, Maich MeGee,
Elicn Rehg, Mark Scheu, Annjis Schiefelbein, and Scoht Stauffer Lebtzrs 1o the editor are encouraged: we'll print g5 many
as space permits
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