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" ...a path from where we are to where we should be." ~-Peter Maurin
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Why This Issue?
 

My Uncle John is a retired driver. For most of'his adult life he has hauled cases ofPepsi Cola from the factory to the stores. 
He has lived in Nebraska his entire life, and has a typically Nebraska view of things. I am allowed to speak ofa typical Nebraska 
view, incidentally, by being born and bred in the Comhusker state. Without Speaking too much for him, I can tell you that Uncle 
John thinks that we should not let foreign-born people into our country, and that our country should provide some moral 
guidance for the other countries, in that we are the moral authority in the world. UncleJohn spenta lot oftime goading me as a 
child (my tendencies leaned toward radical early on) .He continues to enjoy talking politics to me, mostly to see ifhe can get a 
good rise out ofme. I. for my part, mostly try to avoid hot topics that will besure to offend bothof us. You can imagine, then, my 
alarm. when he brought up "that Middle East problem" at my last visit back home. Afterhis initial assessment that "th ey should 
just put a wall up around all ofthem and let them sort it out themselves, I pointed out that, without assistance from the US, it 
would be a much fairer fight He shocked me by saying, "You know, when I look at a situation where one side has tanks and 
fighter planes, and the other side has kids throwing rocks, somethingjustseems wrong." I don't think he believed me when I told 
him that we give heaps of aid to Israel, but he still knew somewhere in him that something wasn't quite right 

Uncle John is right Something isn't right Palestinians live in a land occupied, Looking at the maps in the centerfold ofthis 
issue offers a dramatic vision of the vanishing ofland and rights ofthe Palestinian people. Their attempts to work (harvesting 
olive trees), to educate theirchiJdren, to live in safe homes in neighborhoods, to move about in freedom without hamssment­
aremade impossible. Their farm lands and homes are systematically destroyed by tanks, their families and children rnethodically 
persecuted by military presence and force, their movement restricted by laws, military posts, and physical structures (such as the 
apartheid wall and roadblocks) created for the purpose of disallowing trade or visits. These things are destroying the lives ofthe 
Palestinian people. This situation has lead to indi vidual Palestinians into their own acts of violence in the form of suicide 
bombings. We often react to these individual instances in horror while we ignore the systematic violence happening every day. 

On their own, these horrors wouJd be enough to command our attention, and warrant an issue of the Round Table. Add to 
this the fact that our country is paying for most ofit, and the topic of Palestine demands our focus. And so we offer this issue. 

Uncle John, at least, knows about the "MiddleEast situation." MostAmericans could quote the media regarding the suicide 
bombings and great "Palestinian threat" but could tell you littJeelse. To counter-our collective confusion and misinformation, we 
learn from Mazen Badrnand Eman Aldumairi what it is like to Iive under the "Israelithreat"and occupation. Both discuss a desire 
to be free not only from occupation, but also hatred within themselves. Jenny Truax gives us a report regarding nonviolent 
movements currently happening, and possibilities for a nonviolent resolution based in Gandhian philosophy. HOOyEpstein 
shares with us experience and education from her visits to Palestine, encourages us not to be silent, and gives us ideas on how 
to act, 

This conflict deserves ourthoughtful analysis and action to find a nonviolent end to the occupation. As we are complicit in 
the degree ofviolence occurring, let us be active in seeking a solution that is just and peaceful for all. I think Uncle John would 

agreel + 
-AnnjieSchiefelbein 
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A Palestinian Christian's Perspective:
 
An Interview with Mazen Badra
 

by Mark Chmiel 

Mark: Many people think Israel/Palestine is very com­
plicated. Can you give us what you think is some relevant 
background to understanding what is going on today. 

Mazen: Let's talk about the recent history...The major 
problem for the Palestinians basically started with the Zionist 
movement and after the major immigration by theJews to Pales­
tineIHoly Land. You can talk:about the British Mandate period. 
Then thel948 war. Maybe the U.N. was right to divide Palestine 
into two areas , onefor the Jews, one for thePalestinians.Maybe 
the Palestinians felt that they don't want to split the baby, 
because it 's their baby, and the Jews accepted that, because it 
fu1.fi11ed theirdreams and their ambition to have a state. 

That resulted in hundreds of thousands ofPalestinians 
leaving their country and living as refugees in nearby states . 
And the strugglecontinued afterwards, in 1%7, because a good 
number ofPaJestinians had to leave Palestine, and join the other 
refugees in Jordan, Syria, Egypt, Tunisia, Lebanon. Iraq, and 
other parts,And some decided to go to Latin America orNorth 
America or other countries. 

In my opinion, the major issue, the major conflict is occu­
pation. The intention of the Zionist movement and the Israeli 
authorities was to create a pure Jewish state, meaning that if 
they can get rid ofall theArabs andPalestinians, they would do 
it, They tried in different means, violent means, warrneans, and 
even terrorist means. They succeeded in some and failed in 
many because, in the end, thePalestinians are stiUthere, the 
majority ofthem arestill there. And they will continue to dream 
of their statehood, as the Jews have managed to get theirs. 

"Occupation" is not aniy a Palestinian perception because 
a huge nu rnber of countries al lover the world recognize the 
rights ofthe Palestinians.At least the 1967 Israeli takeover of 
the West Bank and Gaza is an act ofoccupation. There are a lot 
ofUN. resolutions about it, and the United States, at least to 
someextent, cannot deny that this land is supposed to be given 
to the Palestinians to establish their own, independent state. 

So, the major issue is occupation. And I see it as it as the 

major source of violence, terror, and the conflict I see it very 
clearly: If the occupation ends-ifthe Israelis pullout of the 
West Bank and Gaz.a, go back to 1967 borders-c-I'rn almost 
positively sure that things will shift 180 degrees toward peace 
and toward co-existence, and we can live peacefully as good 
neighbors next to each other. 

Mark: Mazen, Americans are beginning to get a better 
idea ofwhat occupation is, in Iraq. But we may not be so 
familiar with the characteristics of the occupation in the West 
Bank and GazaStrip. Could you describe what occupation means, 
concretely, for Palestinians in their day-to-day lives? 

Mazen: That'S important. Occupation in its essence is 
depriving the people under occupation ofmany of their rights 
and freedom. Occupation is total injustice because the occu­
pied people are all the time at the mercy of the occupier. For 
example, since 1967 until now, with occupation came oppres­
sion, imprisonment, confiscation ofland, and themajor issue, 
which is settlements. And the Palestinians felt that settlements 
were the beginning of their end. Since 1967 wi th the IsraeIi 
aggression, what Israel tried to do was to confiscate as much 
land as it could and build Jewish settlements on Palestin ian 
land. To the extent ofeven controll ing all of the Palestin ian 
areas oflife-s-social, economic, educational, health, you name 
it, and the Palestinians could do nothing wi thout the Israeli 
authority's appro val or permit, For example, renewing your 
driver's license orgoing anywhere, you need Israel's permis­
sion. But the major thing was the confiscation ofthe land and 
as a result the Palestinians were confined or cornered in smaller 
and smaller pieces ofland until recently, ofcourse, with the 
confiscation of land, and the construction of by-pass roads 
(built intentionally for the Jewish settlers and Israeli military 
vehicles only), which were to connect the settlements with each 
other. Which means that they by-passed a lor of Palestinians 
cities and cut the Palestinian cities off from each other. 

And recent!y the aggression continued with the segrega­
tion or separation wall, which ate up more and more of the 

Mazen Badra is available to speak to churches and civic groups about the Israel-Palestine conflict, For more informa­
tion, contact MarkJChmiel@aol.collL 
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Palestinian land and almost cut several cities and villages into 
two and deprived a lot ofPalestinians of the ability to reach 
their schools, hospitals, work, land, or relatives. So that was 
another- big concern to the Palestinians in many dimensions. 

Occupation is evil. The occupation is the major source of 
violence. And what the Palestinians were trying to do, basi­
cally, was to resist the occupation by different means. They 
tried it peacefully, and did not succeed. They tried it violently, 
and it was damaging to both sides, definitely. And some believe 
that the only way to fight occupation is through armed struggle. 
And, although I might differ with somePalestinian factions on 
the means, I, personally, disagree with peoplethat call for armed 
struggle and using violent means to end the occupation, but, in 
many cases, 1can understand why, I can even understand the 
frustration and why even some teen-agers and young people 
decide to become suicide bombers and end their lives but not 
before-they kill or injure otherpeople. 

ThepointI'm trying to make here:Everything started when 
occupation started. My dad used to tell me how wonderfuJ his 
relationship was with his Jewish employer back in the 19205 
and 1930s and they bad a very good relationship, and they 
used to live next to each other and work with each other. We 
never had any issues and problems. When the Palestinians 
started realizing that there was more to it thanjust being there 
and Jews living with theArabs and being partof an Arab entity, 
this is when theconflict started. People start thinking abou t if 
they are going to be displaced from their land, their country. 
And this is where hatred started, and people started thinking 
about different means to resist, 

I tried also to contribute to ending the occupation by us­
ing different means. I totally believe in nonviolence as a means. 
I felt that I have to do something to help my people but not in 
violent ways. And that's why, right at the start ofthe first intifada 
back in 1988, I started (with some of my friends) a nonviolent 
movement to call fora rnpprochement between the two peoples. 
I started this with GhassanAdoni, a very good friend. We tried 
to promote dialogue and understanding between Jews and Pal­
estinians at the grass-roots level. We invited them to homes, 
either in Israel or in Palestine, to talk about their fears, con­
cerns, and ambitions. And I felt that this human contact, the 
human touch, was the most powerful element because now, 
"enemies," so to speak, meet face to face, rather than live with 
their perceptions and images of the other side. When we go 
back home, we start thinking about the otherside, and. to some 
extent, worrying about those people, because I have met the 
human being, rather than my perceptionor image or stereotype. 
AndI felt from the feedback I got from the other side, that they 
started realizing the same thing. In the end, the Palestinians are 
not animals, they don't have a tail from behind or from the back. 
and they are not bloodsuckers or killers or terrorists. That was 
the power ofthis activity and we managed to lobby thousands 
of people on both sides. 

Mark: Was this your full-time work at this time? 
Mazen: Actually not. After I finished high school, I 

decided to continue my education, so I went to a local univer­
sit)' and finished my bachelor's degree. I wanted to be able to 
leach, so I continued with a Master's degree and I got my "MBA 
within a year after I finished my BA. And I started teaching at 

the same university from where I graduated, Bir Zeit University. 
I taught rwel ve years there, in the School of Business. This is 
where I met some ofmy friends and the people that started this 
rapprochement activity. During theintifada there were a lot of 
curfews and closures and, in many cases, we were not able to 
travel from Bethlehem, where we lived, to north ofJerusalem, 
Ramallah and Bir Zeit, where we used to work and teach. 
Ghassan and L we are both from the same city and we used to 
commute with each other, either in his cararmy car, everyday. 

So it becamealmost a full-tirne activity because you can't 
go to work; there are plenty ofcheckpoints along the way and 
after 1993, the Israeli authorities adopted the closure policy so 
no Palestinians were allowed to enter Israel proper beyond the 
1967 borders, including, in particular, EastJerusalem A lot of 
Palestinians are attached to Jerusalem religiously and histori­
cally, and it is an important point where people from all the 
cities south ofJerusalem have to cross ifthey want to go north. 
So, to that extent, Jerusalem was crucial and important strategic 
location.After it was occupied by Israel in 1993, the Palestin­
ians needed to find another road. So, my daily trip to my uni­
versityfromBethlehemwas around20 minutes, 30 minutes max. 
After they closed the area, it would take US around two and a 
halfto three hours. It was very risky and dangerous because 
you get to pass by some settlements and checkpoints and in 
many cases, we were stopped, harassed, beaten, and arrested. 
for no reason. 

Let me clarify one point. After the 1967 war, the Israel i 
authorities distinguished the Palestinians and labeled the Pal­
estinians from the Jews and settlers. Although thesettlers lived 
in the West Bank among the Palestinians, on Palestinian soil 
and land, they kept their identity and their license plates were 
like any other license plate. The Palestinians were given a dif­
ferent colorill and a different color license plate, whereby any 
checkpointor soldiercan identify you as a Palestinian. Being a 
Palestinian by itselfis a crime. 

I was a young man, already married, working at BirZeit, 
and had two of my children. And in many cases that was a 
concern.formy family and kids:Iwent to work taking therisk of 
not coming back, for the reason ofbeing killed or being ar­
rested. 

Going from Bethlehem to BirZeit was a nightmare on a 
daily basis. Ifyou wanted to go meet with your students and 
lecture, you are afraid that you mightbe stopped, arrested, shot 
at, or killed, and not come back to your family and your kids. 
So it's not easy to function under this. It was a challenge. 

And when I think about it, and I see how the Palestinians 
are Ii ving under such conditions and circumstances, you have 
to admire the Palestinians, because under al I these c ircum­
stances, they still survive, they manage to Iive and accept the 
challenge. Education. getting to your work andjob, and raising 
your kids under the horrible and terrible situation were all big 
challenges. 

But the kids, most of the time, were deprived ofalot of 
things that children in other parts ofthe world had. You didn't 
have toys, you didn't have any entertainment, you dido' t bave 
fun, you didn't have a sea or a pool to swi m in. Plus theeco­
nomic situation was so bad all the time, with the per capita 
income less lhan $2000 and the poverty rate was so high. 
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At the same time, irs amazing that we had the highest 
literacy rare, I think 95% ofthe Palestinians were educated, had 
been to school. or finished high school at least That's some­
thing we were proud of. 

Gradually, I couldn't continue to go to BirZeit Uni versity 
to teach and Ihad to stan teaching at Bethlehem University. I 
applied and they accepted my application. People in the 
Rarnallah area teach at Bir Zeit University, people in the Nablus 
area teach ar al-Naja University, people in the Bethlehem area 
teach at BethlehemUniversiry,and people in theHebron area 
go to Hebron Uni versityAlthough Bethlehem Universiry had 
about 40% of its students that used to come from the north 
(Jerusalem) or the south (Hebron), after the closure policy by 
the Israeli authorities, now the numbers areabout 90% from me 
Bethlehem area only. The instructors in many cases cannot 
come from either north Jerusalem, or south from Hebron . So 
you have to hire people from your community, from your sur­
roundings. 

Just take Bethlehem by itself, where the Lord Jesus was 
born. It15 a place that used to host annually more than 2 million 
people who came to visit the Church ofthe Nanvity and other 
religious. historical, cultural. or archeological places around 
the area and slept in Bethlehem hotels. We had over twenty 
hotels in the Bethlehem area Since at least 2()(x) after the sec­
ond intifada, almost all the hotels are c1CL"(X\ now. You don't get 
probably four to five thousand tourists a year. More than 75% 
of the people in Bethlehem used to live on tourism: hotels, 
restaurants, souvenir shops, the oli ve wood shops, the mother 
ofpearl shops and a lot of things related to it, like embroidery 
shops, and everything that is related to tourism. Because that 
is whatBethlehemis: a place ofattraction where a lot ofpeople 
invested their income and capabilities in me tourism sector. 

Because we don't have tourism anymore, the unempl oy­
ment rote went up to 65% in the Bethlehem area alone and the 
economic si tuation is so deteriorated. And that's because of 
the closure and the curfews. The curfew is a situation whereby 
you are confined or forced to stay in your house: you cannot 
open the windows or even stick your hand out, Israeli occupa­
tion forces used to impose curfews. I remember the longest in 

An Israeli checkpoint in the 'Vest Bank Jenn Presson 

Bethlehem was about 45 days.We were forced to stay in our 
homes, you eat what you have, what you can get. The water 
system is not like in the US; there, you get water once every 
other week and people have water tankson top of their roofs. 
And ifyou get the water early, it's enough to take a bath or to 
cookorto drink.. So the water was very rnre. It was vel)' difficult 
but we managed through what we caIl neighborhood commit­
tees. I was an active rnember in my neighborhood In ourback­
yard. in places that cannot be seen by the soldiers, we started 
planting vegetables and fruits and raising chickens either for 
meat or eggs. We also raised rabbits and pigeons, and this is 
how people survived, by caring and sharing. We used to take a 
risk to sneak food to our neighbor ifwe felt the neighbor was 
hungry and dido' t have food, we tried to share what we had. 
And we survived for forty -five day5; it was really a perfect 
example for a lot ofpeople.Bethlehemand Beit Sahour were in 
the news then. I'm proud [0 be pan of that activity. 

Some people could take it, others couldn't after the second 
intifada, with the closure policy, high unemployment, shootings. 
In the first intifada it was more nonviolent on the part of the 
Palestinians--mostly demonstrations and stone-throwing-s-hut 
in the second intifada, weapons and guns were used and this is 
where it became more dangerous and risk)'. 

In my situation, my house was on the border ofBethlehern 
andJerusalem and behind my house, there is an Israeli military 
camp and the road by my house is a road that leads to a nearby 
settlement. In many cases, we were harassed by the settlers 
and at one point in time my bedroom and kids' bedroom almost 
caught on fire because ofshooting and the throwing of bombs 
at us. It was a miracle mat we were not harmed physically that 
night, 

My house has been subject to hitting by bullets from the 
Israeli side, shooting at the Palestin ian demonstrators or the 
Palestinians who shoot at the military camp from the otherside. 
My house had been hit at least I 75 times during the course of 
six months. We had to evacuate the house a couple of times. 
But the majority of the rime we were in the house. when the 
water system and electricity system was hi t. All of this hap­
pened when my kids were 17, 14, ) I, and 9. 
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Like many otherChristian Palestinians in the Bethlehem 
area, we decided to leave. We couldn't take it anymore, even 
though I had a good, securejob at Bethlehem Uni versity and 
my wife had a securejob at a children's hospital as a nurse.But 
money wasn't an issue anymore, it was safety and security for 
me and my family, this was the main concern. I didn't wantto 
die and leave my wife and kids behind me. I couldn' t imagine 
losing my family. When my son was five-years-old, he was 
almost killed at the hands ofa Jewisb settler. He was beaten. 
After two hours, his first reaction was to lock himself in his 
room and refuse to open the door foranyone. I wasn't at home 
then and when I got there, I kept trying to convince my son that 
the settler wasn' 1outside, "No one is going to hurt you, I'rn 
your dad. and open the door." Finally, when he opened the 
door, the first thing he told me was "Dad, when I grow up, I 
want to buy a gun, and kill the settler." 

So, this is what hit me, because that's not me, and I don't 
want my son to grow up with hatred, and I don't want my son 
to grow up with a desire for revenge and wish to kill another 
human being. 

_This is when I started thinking about the movement of 
rapprochement and meeting the other side, so that we can speed 
up the peaceprocess, and have peace rather than a war. That 
incident becamemy nightmare and I couldn't forget it 

And! decided in the end, I can't take it anymore, I have to 
leave. All this took place in 2002, we had the chance to join my 
parents and my brothers here in the UnitedStates. I want to let 
you know that my dad had to leave the country back in 1961 , 
my momjoined him later on, then my brother. Because they 
lived in the U.S. for quite some time, al­
though they were all born in Palestine 
(my dad was 40 years old when he left), 
they were treated as foreigners by the 
Israeli authorities and deprived ofany 
right to live and reside in Palestine, in 
Bethlehem. I was almost the only one in 
the family who could stay in our home 
and on our land. For so many years, I 
was deprived of the opportunity to be 
raisedby my dad, to live next to my dad, 
to be with my dad. I stayed actually al­
most alone for quite some time in 
Bethlehem without my family. I was so 
attached to the land and my home. 

But ultimately, r felt that, not that 
it 's not worth it, but it's not time yet to 
die. I could do more ifI go outside. I'm 
here, and have been three years since 
August of2002, and I leach at a college, 
and I teach pan-time ar another univer­
sity here. My kids felt the freedomand security, felt that their 
life here is much morepleasant and much more beautiful than it 
is over there, because they were raised in a war zone, with 
political tension and conflict, and they didn't even live their 
childhood as I did myself. 

That's the most important thing to me, to feel that my fam­
ily is happy here, rhat they feel secure, that they sleep bener at 
night because almost every one ofthem developed psycho­
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logical problems and issues. My son was totally traumatized, 
and my young daughter, too. She can't go outside to play 
because she thinks about the soldiers and about what hap­
pened over there, And when she hears the thunder, she gets so 
terrified because this reminds her of the bulldozers and the 
tanksand the shooting over there. 

Despiteall that, westill feel it is more secure to be here than 
to go back at this time. That will continue to bemy dream, my 
goal, one day, to be able to return to my home, my COWltI)'. 

Mark: Given what you've described for us, the realities 
ofme occupation, do you have a sense ofhope or despair? Do 
you have a vision for how there can be progress, both there 
and here? 

Mazen: Well, Mark, I always say I am optimistic by 
nature, but I want to be realistic, too. It's always going to bea 
mixed feeling, until the Israeligovernment will bereally sincere 
about making peace with the Palestinians. It doesn't matter 
what you see on rhe news, or read in the media: The mere fact is 
that the majority of'us, the Palestinians, still feel that the inten­
tion ofthe Israeli authority is that thepuU-out from Gaza is to be 
the end oftheir concessions. They didn' 1do it for the sake of 
peace, they didn't do it for the sake of me Palestinians. or 
because they like the Palestinians. They did it because Gaza 
has been all the time a burden to them: 113rd of their budget, 
whether soldiers or money, was tied into Gaza, Even ifyou 
want to go back to ideology and talk about the Old Testament, 
Gazahasneverbeenamajorpanofthepromiseoramajorpart 
oftheir religious anachrnentto Palestine and the Holy Land. 

So pulling out ofGaza, that's what gives you the mixed 

The Badra family (from left 10 right): May, Maj id. Flora. Mazen.....·laha, and Manar 

feeling. It's good from one side, but at the same time, r m pretty 
much pessimistic about their.inrentions in thev,'est Bank. What's 
actually on the ground is Israel is expanding the current settle­
ments, closing Jerusalemeven further, building me wall which 
makes it even more difficult getting traveling between cities. 

So my feeling is that nothing major is going to happen. My 
vision is to have two states as neighbors to live next to each 
other, because I feel that both Jew s and Palestin ians have a 



great potenti al to cooperate and work together. It could be the 
best country allover, because there is great potential there to 
make the area prosperous and good. 

Idon'trnind ifJerusalem is a unified capital for both., or ifat 
some point in time ifwe have "Israelastine," one state for both., 
Jews and Palestinians . It doesn't matter at the end, it's what 
you have in yourheart, and it's your intention. Ifyou want to 
think about the Promised Land and the Zionist project, we will 
not get anywhere. 

I think lhe best protection for the Jews is nor the nuclear 
power, it's not their army, it's the peace with Palestinians. There 
will never be peace with the surrounding countries-Jordan, 
Syria, Lebanon-without a true, just peace with the Palestin­
ians. So I believe that the struggle in theMiddJeEastbetween 
the Arabs and the Jews, has been because of the Palestinian 

issue. If that is solved, and the Palestinians feel that they got 
what they want (the 67 borders), they can convince the Arabs 
that there is no reason to fight and harm their neighbor. There 
were Jews in almost every Arab city and country: Morocco, 
Tunisia, Egypt, even Iraq. The ability to live together is there, 
it's possible. 

Ifwe can think about our kids and the future ofour kids 
and families, everything else will beresolved and bewonderful. 
Ifwe live with our slogans and hatred, we will never get any­
where. 

When the right time comes, I will be ready to forget and 

forgive. + 

Nonviolent Strategies
 
for Ending Occupation
 

by Jenny Truax 

When you think ofIsrael and Palestine, "nonviolence" is 
certainly nor the first word that might come to your mind. Im­
ages ofhouse demolitions and suicide bombers are the more 
likely candidates. It is true, however, that nonviolence has been 
used extensively during this conflict, and that it could be a key 
to eventually ending itpeacefully. In what follows, I draw largely 
on the work ofRobert Burrowes (The StrategyforNonviolent 
Defense: A GandhianApproachy and MubarakAwad (Nonvio­
lence International, the Palestinian Center forthe Study ofNon­
violence) in ou tlining a Gandhian strategy of nonviolence in 
addressing the occupation ofPalestine. 

In setting the context for some nonviolent approaches to 
ending the occupation, the most obvious point to make is that 
these parties are not on a level playing field On CBS, NBC and 
ABC, we primarily see the carnage inflicted by suicide bomb­
ers. Very lirtlc context is given, and the emphasis is almost 
always focused on individual acts ofterror. rather than state­
sponsored (read: Israeli) acts of terror. Palestinians resist with 
stones, and homemade suicide bombs. Israel (don't forget­
the country that is doing the occ upying ofanother people's 
land) is backed by helicopter gunships, approximateIy $3 bil­
lion in annual U.S. assistance, and the 4th most powerful rnili­

tar)' in the world The fatalities mirror this imbalance: since Sep­
tember2(XX), approximately 3.500Palestinians and1,000Israel is 
have been killed; and29,000Palestiniansand 7,200 Israelis have 
been injured. The playing field is certainly not level. 

Nonviolence could be a powerful tool toward ending the 
Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Stri p. Several 
arguments support the use ofnonviolent strategy and tactics. 
FlTS1:, it is obvious that the use offorce has been ineffective at 
achieving peace and security for the Israelis, and unsuccessful 
for the Palestinians as well. Second, it has been shown that 
within conflicts, the less bloodshed, the faster the two sides 
can work together to solve problems politically. Utilizing non ­
violent strategies to undermine the opponent's ability to con­
tinue oppression reduces the fatalities. At the very least, only 
one side is doing the killing. The longer the occupation contin­
ues, the wider the gulfofhatred and mistrust between the two 
sides. Third, while Israel hasmanaged to defy worldwide public 
opinion in its settlement expansion and construction of the 
Barrier Wall, it does not possess the resources that would allow 
it to withstand long-term international isolation . Nonviolent 
tactics such as targeted boycotts. di vestrnen Is , or other eco­
nomic tools might have the effect that the tactics of the anti-

Jenny Truax is enjoying married life , while regularly painting the Karen House bathrooms and honing her guitar skills 
along with her new, favorite band, Girlyman. 
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apartheid movement had on the South African government in 
the 1980s. Fourth, as the weaker actor, the Palestinians need.to 
find a more effective tactic ofmass resistance than force, Most 
analysts agree that it was notHamas., orany other armed group, 
that forced Israel to concede the Gaza Strip. The disengage­
mentis anexample ofa unilateral Israeli move aimed at meeting 
the needs ofits own people, rather than a step towards partici­
pation in a largerpeace process. The renewed armedresistance 
in this Intifada has not brought freedom to the majority oftbe 
Palestinians. Nonviolence could bean effective tool at shifting 
the power balance. 

Gandhi's philosophy of nonviolence, called Satyagrnha, 
involves a humble search for truth while converting the oppo­
nent into a friend and participant in a problem-solving process. 
Saryagraha is characterized by three distinct principles. The 
first is the unity ofmeans and end. That is, violence cannot 
achieve a nonviolent society. Secondly, the Gandhian approach 
presupposes the unity ofali life, to expansively include allli v­
ing creatures. We areconnected to our opponent, along with all 
elements ofourlocal and global environment ThePalestinians 
are connected to the Israelis. and each of us is connected to 

this conflict, Lastly, the saryagrahi must be willing to undergo 
suffering rather than inflict it Thi s willingness, rather than a 
self-defeating masochism, demonstrates love in action, and 
should be demonstrated in a way that elicits respect and fur­
thers communication. Participants in the anti-occupation move­
ment should be willing to suffer (rather than cause others' suf­
fering) to achieve the goal. Gandhi designed Saryagraha as a 
complete substitute for violence, a method ofresolving conflict 
that, while imperfect, provides an effective means toward re­
ducing structural violence. Non-violent struggle is not nega­
tive or passive. Rather, it is an 
active, affirmativeprocess, utiliz­
ing all resources and requiring 
high levels ofdisciplined and c0­

ordinated action. 
Preparing a campaign de­

pends upon an accurate assess­
ment of historical, cultural, and 
structural context. This assess­
ment could involve these four el­
ements:knowing the details ofthe 
oppression, completing a struc­
tural analysis ofthe oppression's 
causes" assessing the political and 
religious circumstances, and mak­
ing decisions about what will be 
possible in the campaign. Using 
Gandhian nonviolence, the reso­
lution ofconflict with the oppo­
nent must include a commitment to 
meeting both sides' needs for se­
curity, meaning and self-esteem. 
Therefore, it is hel pful to identify 
whatneeds Israel is trying to meet 
by continuing to occupy the West 
Bank. 

Broadly speaking, the ultimate 

goal of a nonviolent movement is to create processes and struc­
lures that satisfy human needs. Our political purpose is ending 
theIsraeli occupation. More specifically, this can be articulated 
in a list ofrequests. This list should accurately reflect the needs 
ofthe Palestinians, unify different groupswithin the anti-occu­
pation movement, and be within the Israel 's power to yield, The 
American Friends ServiceCommittee (AFSC) lists a set ofprin­
ciples that provides a good starting point for a list ofrequests, 
paraphrased below: 

1. Self-Determination & Self-Governance: The 
AFSC affirms the right ofboth Israelis and Palestinians to live 
as sovereign peoples in their own homeland, a right that en­
compasses the possibility of choosing two separate states. 
...[I]he AFSC believes that the starting point for discussion 
should be... the borders that were in place before the war of 
June 1967. The issue here is of one land and two peoples. no 
one's right to self-determination should beexercised at the ex­
pense ofsomeone else's ...The AFSC supports the rights of 
both Palestinians and Israelis to choose their forms ofgover­
nance. 

2. Human Rights: ... [H]uman rights ... provide the 
foundation to any building ofpeace. Human rights include the 
freedom to practice one's religion, the freedom ofassembly.free 
speech, free press, the right to education and adequate nutri ­
tion, and civil rights for all people. Rights of minorities within 
the Israeli state and within a future Palestinian state must be 
safeguarded. TheAFSC also affirms the right to freedom of 
movement within borders. 

3. Economic Justice and Natural Resources: 
AI I parries need. 10 take action to ensure equitable access to 
resources such as land and water. Fair taxation and distribution 

High spirits in Nablus Jenn Presson 
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ofresources are critical elements to establish and maintain peace. 
4. Security: The foundations of security are to be found 

in trust, respect, and mutual recognition ofthe humanity and 
past and present sufferings of both parties. TheAFSC has 
maintained that military might only increases fear and distrust 
and exacerbates the power differences that already exist be­
tween conflictingparties. 

5. Status of Jerusalem and SettJements in 
Gaza and on the West Bank: Since the 1967 war, unilat ­
eral Israeli settlement in JerusaIem and on the West Bank and 
Gaza has been one of the great obstacles to the peace pro­
cess . . . Consistent with AFSC's belief that Israel and Palestine 
is a land for two peoples, JerusaIem must be regarded as a city 
that can be united but also can be shared by both peaples. 

6. Responsibilities of the International 
Community: ...All countries, but especially the United 
Sl1l1eS, should affirm the principles ofself-determination in ac­
cordance with human rights and international law, and should 
support the control and reduction ofarms into the area and the 
expansion ofeconomic, non -military aid 

With this list of requests outlined, the campaign should 
develop the broad strategic aims of "defense' and "counter­
offense." These aims focus on consolidating the will and power 
of the defense to resist, and then altering the opponent's will 
and power to dominate. These aims have smaller strategic goals 
that serve as intermediate stepping stones. In contrast to most 
military strategies, these aims take into account both will (de­
fined as the inclination to act, motivated by human needs) and 
power (the capability to act). Overemphasis on power is evi­
dent in the U.S. military failures in Vietnam and Iraq, where a 
vastly more powerful military was outlasted by the wi Uofan 
om-gunned but determined opponent. 

The primary strategic aim of the anti-occupation move­
ment should be to consolidate the will and powerofthe resist­
ing people. The movement shouId include as many people as 
possible with tactics that are accessible to a wide spectrum of 
age, nationality, and ability. MubarnkAwad advocates the adop­
tion ofa large-scale nonviolent strategy including public dis­
cussions. Such discussions, he states, should provide educa­
tion on nonviolence and include diverse segments ofPalestin­
ian society, so that all Palestinianshave "a voice instead ofa 
gun." Ibis tactic is reminiscent ofthe church-based organizing 
done by the Southern Christian Leadership Conference during 
the United States' Ci vil Rights Movement Awad further advo­
cates for regular, democratic, transparent elections for Palestin­
ian leadership. 

Othertaetics within this strategy include protecting houses., 
wells, and olive fields within OccupiedLands from demolition. 
Groups such as the International Solidarity Movement (ISM) 
and the Christian PeacemakerTeams are often present in these 
actions, which certainly help build up the solidarity of those 
resisting. Other forms ofdirect action are advocated in this 
thoughtful comment from two ISM organizers, HuwaidaArraf 
and Adam Shapiro: 

" .. . [\V]hat is needed is nonviolent direct action against 
the occupation. This includes roadblock removal, boycotts, 
refusing to obey curfew orders, blocking roads, refusing to 
show ill cards or even burning them. Yes, the Israeli army and 

settlers will use violence.Yes., people will get killed and injured. 
They are now also. Hamas claims it has many men ready to be 
suicide bombers - we advocate that thesemen offer themselyes 
as martyrs by standing on a settler road and blocking it from 
traffic... This is no less noble than carrying out a suicide 
operation . ..But an action like this cannot happen once and it 
cannot be the only type ofaction. Large-scale. mass popular 
participation must be developed in order for a movement to 
have an effect" 

To reach each strategic goal, steps should include both 
nonviolent resistance and building alternative institutions. The 
first intifada was successful at combining these two elements. 

One example was the creation ofa Palestinian blood bank. 
Awad describes the necessity for the "building ofan entire 
infrastructure independent!y ofIsrael" incl uding universities, 
factories, social institutions, libraries, social services, hospi­
tals, and schools with alternative curricula that would later be­
come the mainstays ofPalestinian society when occupation 
ends. 

In maintaining adherence to nonviolent principles, leader­
ship should be both open (not secretive) and decentralized. 
This enables anyone with interest to participate in the move­
ment. Developing alternative networks of communication 
(websites, alternative news sources) are an important shift to­

ward self-reliance, and contribute towards movement-building. 
Civil disobedience often comes at a later and developed point 
in a nonviolent struggle, as it requires a high level ofdiscipline 
and risk for usualIy a smaller numberofpeople. An important 
goal in this movement, states Awad, is to find opportunities for 
direct contact between the Palestinian civilians and Israeli au­
thorities that can both illuminate the injustice of the occupa­
tion and humanizeboth sides to each other. 

Three categories of nonviolent tactics are protest and per­
suasion, non-cooperation, and nonviolent intervention.An ex­
ample could befound in the movement to stop the BarrierWall. 
Within these three categories, we see examples ofprotest, vigil 
and raising awareness about the Wall. The movement enCOlIT­
ages non-cooperation with its construction in terms of materi­
als, resources, and labor. Others have attempted to physically, 
nonviolently block its construction. 

The second strategic aim is to undermine Israel's will and 
power to continue the occupation. Ideally, converting the 
opponent's will to participate an honest peace process would 
be a sufficient goal. This ideal is often unfeasible because the 
power balance favors the opponent, or the opponent 
misperceives the defense's goals or its own needs.Therefore, 
undermining theopponenfs ability to hold power-over is vital 
in getting to equitable negotiations. Strategic goals can include 
undermining the su pport of: I) Israeli troops, 2) social groups 
within the Israel's constituency, and 3) constituencies ofallied 
elites that support the Israeli occupation . 

A remarkable group of people, se lf-desc ribed as 
"refus eniks ," are a growing constituency in underrnininK!h7 ,-._ 
support ofthe Israeli military foroccupation. 1.662people (rom 
thedifferent branches of the Israeli military have signed a dec ­
laration refusing to serve in the Occupied Territories.TIlls crack 
in the armorcould contribute towards undermining Israel's abil ­
ity to continue occupation. 
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Nonviolence works best when the social distance be­
tween the oppressor and the victim is small.Building relation­
slips with constiruencies ofboth Israel and its allies can help 
close that distance. Women's groups have historically been 
effective at closing that social gap. For example, in the first 
intifada Israeli and Palestinian women together protested the 
occu pation and connec ted its violence to violence in Israel. 
Direct and indirect aid from third parties are important in fund­
ing theanti-occupation movement, A clearcommitment to non­
violence and the principle ofmutual statehood helps the move­
ment from appearing threatening to ordinary Israelis. Groups 
including Gush Shalom and Yesh Gvul promote the fact that 
Israelicitizens would be safer ifthe conflict occupation would 
end peacefully. The shifting ofIsraeli public perception of the 
conflict would do much to change the state's will and policy 
towards the West Bank occupation. 

Inarguably, without U.S. support, Israel could not con­
tinue occupation. Therefore, the IaCt1CS for undermining allied 
support for the occupation are vital .This stage includes raising 
awareness, and identifying specific groups whose support is 
necessary for Israel to continue occupation . Speaking tours, 
organizing in churches and accompaniment projects all con­
tribute cowards this goal. One recently publicized tactic is di­
vestment,The U.S.Presbyterian Church (USA) made headlines 
this year when its Mission Responsibility through Investment 
Committee began a process ofphased selective di vestment in 

The writing's on the ....an, Abu Dis Jenn Presson 

line with the church's social investment policy. The idea is to 
pressure corporations (such as Caterpillar, maker ofhome-de­
molishing bulldozers) that benefit from settlements and other 
aspects of the occupation to di vest from their acti vity there, 
and ifthe company refuses to respond, then the churches them­
selves divest from participating in the corporation.ThePC USA 
move gained the commendation of the World Council of 
Churches in February.The United Church ofChrist, the Episco­
pal Church, the Sisters of Mercy and the Sisters ofLoretto are 
all in the process ofexamining their respective corporate ac­
tions in the West Bank. and the possibility ofdi vestment, 

It seems clear that divestment needs to be specific in na­
ture, SO not to be misconstrued as anti-Semitic. The purpose is 
to draw attention to the injustice ofoccupation, with the settle­
ments, checkpoints, and roadblocks they engender, along with 
the corporations that benefit from me injustice. Some groups 
promoteeducation toward ending U.S. aid to Israel, while oth­
ers raise awareness toward specific Israeli policies (homedemo­
litions, the barrier wall , etc).All contribute towards underrnin­
ing U.S. public support for the Israeli occupation. 

Nonviolence is not a magic pill. Ifused strategically, with 
dedicated participants, and with coordination, it has proven 
effective at bringing down the most brutal ofdictators (Marcos 
in the Philippines, Pinochet in Chile). But perhaps the most 
compelling proposition for the use ofnonviolence comes from 
NafezAssaily: 
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"... for the Israelis, no onecan give them peace. Only the 
Palestinianscan give them peace. TbeU.S. am give them money 
and weapons, but not peace. And the only people who can 
gi ve us peace are the Israelis. The Arabs can gi ve us money 
and weapons, bur they can not give us peace. We must act on 
these two facts. More nonviolence, more effectiveness." 

Sources and Recommended Resources 
Articles 

"Nonviolent Resistance in Palestine: PursuingAlternarive 
Strategies" by Center for Policy Analysis on Palestine. 

"The Intifada" byAndrew Rigby and NafezAssaily. 
'Why Nonviolent Resistance is Important for thePalestin­

ian Intifada" by HuwaidaArmfand Adam Shapiro. 
"Af'alestinian Gandhi?" Interview of MubarakAwad by 

GeorgeLakey, 
"An Israeli View: Nonviolence in theAbu Mazen Era" by 

YosiAlpher. 
"APalestinian View :A Practical Guide to a Successful Non­

violent Strategy" by Sami Awad. 
''Nonviolent Resistance: AStrategy?'" by MubarakAwad. 

"Components ofa Just.Peace" by www.afsc.org. 
"Palestinian Pacifism" by John Bacher. 

Anti-Occupation Groups 
B 'Tselem (Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the 
Occupied Territories) 
Gush Shalom(Israeli Peace Bloc) 
Israeli Committeeagainst House Demolitions 
Jewish Voices for Peace 
Palestinians and Israelis for Nonviolence 
Sabee! (Ecumenical Liberation Theology Center in Palestine) 
US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation (coalition ofover 
250 memberorganizations) 
Yesh GvuJ (supporting Israeli refusniks) 

Books & Magazines 
Robert Burrowes, The Strategyfor Non violen rDefense: A 
Gandhian Approach 
Gene Sharp, The Politics ofNonviolentAction. 
Sojourners Magazine, August 2005. + 
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Palestinian Loss of Land...
 

Palestinian 

Israeli 

1946 

Palestinian 
• Israeli 

1947 
UN Plan 

1897 The First Zionist Congress takes place in Switzerland. Its program states the Zionist intent to establish a homeland in 
Palestine. Between 1903 and 1905, other options for a potential Jewish state are explored. including Uganda, Angola, Canada, 
Australia, Iraq and Libya. The 1905 Seventh Zionist Congress votes against a national home anywhere except Palestine and its 
immediate vicinity. 
1936-1939 Arab Revolt in Palestine ; Britain crushes rebellion, expels or executes its leaders; ever-increasing persecution of 
Jews in Germany, 
1937 British Peel Commission report recommends partition of Palestine into Jewish and Arab areas, angering the majority Arab 
population. 
1939 British MacDonald White Paper recommends restrictions on Jewish immigration and land purchases; calls for establish­
ment within ten years of independent, binational state in Palestine, angering Jews who comprise 31 percent of Palestine's 
inhabitants. 
1939-1945 World War II in Europe; Holocaust: Nazi regime responsible for death of approximately six million Jews (the Shoah) 
and millions of homosexuals, Roma, Slavs, and other "undesirables." 
1945 U.N. established; World War II ends, leaving 100,000 eastem and central European Jews in "displaced persons" camps. 
1946 Anglo-American Commission of Inquiry recommends U.N. trusteeship over Palestine; Palestinian and Jewish violence 
against British and each other; Jewish Holocaust survivors begin to flee to Palestine through clandestine land and sea routes. 
1947 Britain requests that the U.N. deal with the issue of Palestine; U.N. General Assembly Resolution 181 calls for Palestine 
to be divided into a jewish state (57% of Palestine), an Arab state (43% of Palestine). 
1948 Civil war in Palestine; Britain ends its mandate, Israel unilaterally declares independence, Arab states declare war against 
Israel; Israel 9a ins control of 77% of British Mandatory Palestine, incl ud ing some areas designated for Palestin ian Arab state; 
Jordan and Egypt hold the West Bank and the Gaza Strip respectively, Jerusalem divided; 600,000-900,000 Palestinians dis­
placed before, during, and after the fighting are not allowed to return; U.N. General Assembly Resolution 194 supports right of 
Palestinian refugees to regain their homes if they so desire. 



Palestinian 
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Palestinian 
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20001949 ­

...and a Brief History of the Conflict
 
1948-1958 Large-scale Jewish immigration to Israel from Eu rope, North Africa, and Asia.
 
1950 Israeli Law of Retum and Absentee Property Law enacted; extensive confiscation of Arab property.
 
1964 Egypt and other Arab states establish Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO)
 
1967June (Six Day) War begins when Israel attacks Egypt, claiming it is acting preemptively; Israel occupies West Bank, Gaza Strip,
 
Egyptia Sinai, and Syrian Golan Heights, expands Jerusalem boundaries and extends Israeli law over East Jerusalem; U.N. Security
 
Council Resolution 242 calls for withdrawal of lsraell troops from territories newly occupied.
 
1968-1970 Israel begins to estab lish Jewish settlem ents in newly occupied territories; PLO adopts goal of a democratic secu lar
 
state in all of Mandate Palestine; Aratat named chairman of PLO; War of Attrition between Israel and Egypt, Israel and Syria
 
1979 Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin and Egyptian PresidentAnwar Sadatsign tsraeli-Eqyptian Peace Treaty in Washington,
 
D.C.
 
1982 Israeli invasion of Lebanon; PLO evacuated trom Beirut to Tunisia; massacre at Sabra and Shatilla refugee camps near Beirut;
 
400,000 Israelis demonstrate, call tor investigation of Israel's role in massacre.
 
1987-1993 Predominantly nonviolent (demon strations, strikes) Palestinian intifada.
 
1993 Israel drastically restricts Palestinian movement between Occupied Palestinian Territories and Israel; Israel and the PLO sign
 
the "Oslo Accords" on interim self-govemment arrangements.
 
2000 Clinton-led Camp David II summit ends in failure; new Palestinian uprising (aJ-Aqsa intifada) begins, sparked by Ariel Sharon's
 
visit to el-Haram er-ShariffTemple Mount
 
2001-2003 Palestin ian su tctde bambings and Israeli "targeted killings~ contin ue; Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) chosen as Pales­

tinian prime minister; Israel completes first stage of "The Wall".
 
The Present Israel continues to develop a matrix of control over the West Bank and East Jerusalem through land expropriation,
 
settlement expansion, the construction of exclusively "Israeli" roads, and economic control. Israel dismantles its setUements in the
 
Gaza Strip.The United States backs away from its previous commitment to encourage withdrawal trom the West Bank. The barrier wall
 
fortifies the Israeli stranglehold over Palestinians in the West Bank.
 



From the West Bank:
 
An Interview with Eman Aldumairi
 

by Dianne Lee 

171e'following transcriptdocuments a conversation between Q 

young Palestinian professor, Eman Aldumairifrom tireWest 
Bank, andDianne Lee, a professorfrom Sr. Louis, Missouri 
from thefall of2005. 

Dianne: I would like you to start by telling us your name and 
where you live, where are you from. 
Eman: My name isEman Aldumairi and I am from Palestine. I 
live in Hebron, in rhe somhem part ofHebron. And I am an 
English language teacher. I have been teaching English at 
Hebron University for about four years, and I also have two 
other part-timejobs. I am a....teacher...and I also serve as an 
Arabic and English languages teacher for the Doctors without 
Borders staffin Hebron. 
Dianne: So all three of yourjobs involve teaching English? 
Eman: Yes, teaching English, and pan of it teach ing Arabic 
language to foreigners. 
Dianne: Is it necessary for you to have three jobs? 
Eman: Sometimes, yes. 
Dianee: Why? 
Eman: Because, it helps me financially, Because... I'm help­
ing help [my sisterJto get her diploma, and we don' t have 
public education here, I mean higher education. We pay for it, It 
is very expensive in Palestine. Besides that I want to have much 
moreexperience. I'd like to work with adults, with foreigners, 
and with children TOgether. So each job has different character­
istics, I can say. I can teach and learn a lot, so many things at 
the same time. 
Dianne: Tell me, Eman, what is it like (0 pursue your aca­
demic career, your profession, under occupation? 'What are the 
challenges? 
Eman: It's a kind of challenge in Palestine to pursue one's 
higher education because we, as Palestinian students, and teach­
ers as well, we face many, many obstacles due to the Israeli 
occupation. Because sometimes we don't have access to the 

academic institutions-I mean both teachers and students. Be­
sides that we pay for our education. We don't have a govern­
ment that provides these services freely for the people inPales­
tine. So we need to work in order also to get an education. 
Besides the whole psychological pain that we experience in 
Palestine, it: is sometimes quite difficult to concentrateon study­
ing while you know that you are occupied and you may be 
always. Or when you are also always afraid for your loved 
persons and your relatives, you want all ofthem to be safe . 

WIllie moving around Palestine you often think of your 
past friends whom you lost during the intifada, or your broth­
ers and sisters and friends who are in jail, and also you think 
about yourfurure.You want to have a good future, within all 
these circumstances, so sometimes we see it is a way to resist 
occupation in a nonviolent way. Because we believe, we be­
lieve deep in ourhearts, that knowledge is a very strong weapon 
to dispel the evil forces in the world. So when you are a well­
educated person you can be easily heard by the otherparts of 
the world. So it is quite challenging, but also we are self-moti­
vated to achieve somehow as much knowledge as we can. 
Dianne: When you talk about the difficulty ofaccessing the 
university are you talking physically getting to the university? 
Eman: Yes, physically. 
Dianne: Explain. 
Eman: Since the beginning ofthe intifada in 2000 the Israeli 
soldiers have placed so many checkpoints and roadblocks all 
over Palestine. It is quite difficult to move from one city to 
another. Moreover, it is ...always difficult to move inside one 
city because, ill want to go to the University, I come over three 
checkpoints. Hebron itself has a special case because it is di­
vided into two parts, Hebron One and Hebron Two. Hebron 
Two is under the Palestinian Authority and Hebron One is un­
der the Israeli Authority.Lli ve in Hebron One which in Linder 
the Israeli authority. I am always checked whenever I go in or 
out. Sometimes they prevent us from going orcoming back 

Dianne Lee worked with the International Solidarity Movement in the West Bank in December 2003 and January of2(X}4. 
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Dianne Lee, Hedy Epstein and friends at the wall in Qalqilya, West Bank 

home. Besides the factthat Hebron University was itselfclosed
 
for maybe 8 to 9 months---claiming that it is an Islamic institu­

cionthat incites terrorism and violence against Israel within the
 
curriculum, although we adopt British and American textbooks
 
to teach. All ofthe textbooks that we teach and we learn from at
 
the University areeitherAmerican or British, so theyhave noth­

ing to do with anything like that.
 
Dianne: What are the major subjects that students study at
 
Hebron University?
 
Eman: Hebron University has eight colleges, we have the
 
college ofagriculture, art, science, computer and technology,
 
nursing, al-Shari' a--Islamic religion. We have also , sports,
 

such kind of subjects that are taught all over the world.
 
Dianne: Allover the world. So how long does it take you,
 
on average, to go from your home to Hebron University?
 
Eman: It depends, normal cases it takes twenty minutes,
 
but when I come over a lot ofcheckpoints it takes an hour, an
 
hour and a half.
 
Dianne: And the students are experiencing the same
 
difficuJty?
 
Eman: Yes, especially students who live in villages around
 
Hebron because they will come over more checkpoints.
 
Dianne: And the wall, tell me how will the wall impact those
 
students or impact you?
 
Eman: It is still approaching Hebron, but some students
 
will never have access to Hebron Universiry in person
 
because they \V iJJ be separated from Hebron city forever.
 

Dianne: And there will be no access? 
Eman: No, they need, we don't know what will we do, but 
the onIy thing we think of is to put an end to th.i s wall, but I 
hear sometimes students, they say that if'we don't end this 
wall, L we think that we need tojoin another university that is 
closer to them or that is easier to access. 
Dianne: Are there other universities available for these 
students or will some of them have no option to continue 
their education? 
Em.an: Well I think that some of them will have an opportu­
nity to join maybe Bethlehem University and some others 
won't have an option. 
Dianne: Can you tell us, how does the occupation affect 
normal family life? 
Eman: We don't have normal family life in Palestine ... the 
way that theAmerican people have here. I myself, I was born 
and raised up within the Israeli occupation. Sa I thought that 
living under the Israeli occupation was the nonnallife that we 
live, but it's a fact that mothers are always worried about their 
children .Children are always worried aboutbeingshot or being 
beaten by the Israelis, so they are sometimes afraid to go and 
play together. They don't have the opportunity to spend much 
time with their friends. Sometimes, some fathers (because so 
many men, Palestinian men) are in jail, so mothers sometimes 
have to take good careof the children and to work outside. It is 
very hard in order to fund their family, things like that 
Dianne: Can you tell me, how do people resist the occupa­
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tion, in small ways as well as large ways? 
Eman: I think mat the only way that we can do it is just to try 
to forget that we are occupied people and try to live our lives 
norrnally.So.m Palestine, wehave strong friendly relationships 
with each other. So we support ourselves strongly, we support 
each other strongly, and each family cares about the others. All 
people in one neighborhood they live as one big family, so this 
is how we resist the occupation ....[D]uring the long days of 
curfew, people ask if there is someone who doesn't have food, 
doesn't have some drinks, who wants help. Some neighbor­
hoods managed to have classrooms for the children of the 
neighborhood. Some parents, especially who were originally 
teachers, volunteered to teach all of the subjects at someone's 
home orat mosques, things like that. 
Dianne: How long did me closures or curfews last? 
Eman: It depends. Sometimes it lasts for two days, for one 
day. Sometimes it lasted for 40 days. 50 days. It depends. 
Dianne: Eman, ifthere is one message that you would like to 
share with the American people what would you want [Q say? 
What would you want us to know, or what do you want us to 
do? 
Eman: One thing is that I feel that there is a lot of hatred in 
chis world. And the cause of this hatred is because we don't 
know each other and so one way to dispel this hatred is to get 
to know each other. I want them to know, to know us, who we 
are, who we really are. Andjust to let them know that we are 
humans who want to get our freedom and liberty. We want to 
live our lives normally as they livetheir lives normally. I want to 
live happy, to have happy times with my family, with my broth­
ers and sisters. I thi nk that they should kn ow that--the aniy 
thing that I don't like is that they think ofus as the most violent 
part ofthe conflict, I am really upset that this is the first time in 
history that people are being blamed for resisting occupation. 

I'd like them to know that if they hear something that is 
called violence, it is because there is some oppression in this 
part of the world, and oppressed people are trying to get their 
freedom and are trying to make others hear their voice. We 
don't want to be violent ifthey see that we are violent people. 
But also we don't want to stay withoutdoing anything in front 
ofthis whole occupation that is trying to spoil our lives. 
Dianne: Can you talk about settlements and the land COnfIS­

cation? The Americans know that Israel recently pulled out of 
Gaza but know less about what is currently happening in the 
'West Bank.. In Hebron, where you live, are there settlements? 
Eman: Yes, I Iive by an Israeli settlement, 
Dianne: And are the settlements expanding? 
Eman: Somehow yes. Yes. 

Dianne: And what is the effect ofthat settlement ex pansion 
on the opportunities fora peaceful resolution to this conflict? 
Eman: It has a tremendous effect because the expansi on of 
these settlements means that there arePalestinian lands taken 
from the Palestinians, and there are some ways that Palestin­
ians cannot go through anymore. Besides that, those settlers 
who live in these settlementsare the most, somehow, what can 
I say, are the most annoying part of the Israeli occupation. So, 
it's really quite offending that we comeacross so many settle­
ments whenever we tum our face. 
Dianne: Do you believe, Eman, that a two-state solution is 
possible? Can the Palestinians live side-by-side with the Israe­
lis ifthe occupation ended and there was somehow parity be­
tween the two? 
Eman: Ldon't think so. No. No, I don't believe so. Because, 
you know, you need to look back at history and you need to 
know how was Palestine 50, 60 yearsago. There were Palestin­
ians, large Palestinian families living in Haifa, Jaffa. and all 
these cities that are now completely occupiedby the Israelis. 
And there are Palestinian refugees who are looking forward to 
coming back to Palestine, and Palestine means to them Haifa, 
Jaffa, Tel Aviv, Jerusalem So I don't believe that it will work to 
have peace with the two states together. 
Dianne: And so, do you believe peace in a one state is pos­
sible? 
Eman: Yes in one state, but just in one state . 
Dianne: Where both Jews and Muslims, as well as Chris-­
tians live together in peace? 
Eman: Yes, this is what I believe. When all people ofdi ffer­
ent backgrounds, different religious beliefs, experience the 
same level offreedom That all Muslims, Christians, and Jews 
can behave normally anddo theirreligious duties equally, with­
out being interrupted by others. This is what I believe in. 
Dianne: Is there anything else that you want to share? 
Eman: With the Americans? Ijust want to tell them that 
Palestinians are mothers., brothers, sisters, and friends. There 
me children, there are old people in Palestine the same way that 
there are here. Young people want to live their time happily, in 
an e xciting way. Old people want their-children and grandchil­
dren to Iive their 1ives peacefully. Parents want the best for 
their children and this is what we are always, I think, as humans 
sharing, So I wantjust for them to think of us as humans.And 
if they see something that they don't like about the Palestin­
ians, Ijust ask them to look for reasons. Because they may, we 
may beexcused for it, even ifit's for one time. And I am sure 
thatmost oftheAmericans here arequitefairenough to accept 
the truth, and reject the wrong and the inhuman behaviors. 
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Imagine
 

by Mark Chmiel 

Imagine you are a seventeen-year-old Palestinian 
youth in Gaza City. You are staying at a hospital to be with 
your sister who has shrapnel throughout her body. It 
doesn't look good. Unfortunately, she was in the vicinity 
ofsome Hamas members the Israelisassassinated from an 
Apache Helicopter gunship. The Israelis got their targets., 
but the missiles caused what government officialscall "col­
lateraldamage." Your sister, "collateral damage." It's not 
the first time you've seen the results ofthese helicopters, 
made in the USA 

Imagine you are a Palestinian-American shopping in 
a mall store. You hear the clerks talking about the latest 
"terrorist attack" in the Middle East. Youknow they mean 
Arab terrorists. You know the clerks have never even 
heard ofIsraeli state terrorism. You leave the store. 

Imagine you are a Palestinian professor at B ir Zeit 
University in the West Bank. In recent years, you have 
heard the U.S. stress that pressure must be put on Iraq's 
Saddam Hussein because of his repeated violations of 
UN. resolutions. You wouJd shake YOlrr head, remember­
ing how the U.S. government, underDemocratic and Re­
public administrations, repeatedly vetoed Security Coun­
cil resolutions condemning Israel's violations ofinterna­
tionallaw in the occupied territories. 

Imagine you are a middle-aged Palestinian in the Gam 
Strip lucky enough to have a job.As you drive your taxi 
you remember the Gaza Airport Israel destroyed some 
years back, Your people have no AirForce. Much less no 
F-16s compliments ofthe U.S. 

Imagine you're a Palestinian in a refugee camp in 
southern Lebanon. It's 1999 and you hear of the NATO 
attack on Serbia to insure there is no ethnic cleansing of 
the peopleofKosovo, U.S. President Gimon says, 'There 
are times when looking away is simply not an option." 
You get this throbbing headache. 

Imagine you are a Palestinian university student in 
Nablus. You've seen on the evening news reports of'Presi­
dent B ush describing Israeli Prime MinisterAriel Sharon 
as a "man ofpeace." You know Sharon's history in terror­
ist attacks against Palestinian ci vilians and his responsi­

bility during the Sabraand Cbatila refugee camp mass murders 
by Lebanese forces in 1982You've never read George Orwell, 
but you'd easily understand him. 

Imagine you are a Palestinian-American studying medi­
cine. You accidentally tum on Fox News and hear reports of 
U.S. officials ardently intoning how the U.S. must guarantee 
Israel's security. For all your years ofliving in the U.S. and 
watching the news, you can't remember anyone in Congress 
speaking passionately about protecting the security ofthe Pal­
estinian people against theirIsraeli occupiers. 

Imagine you're a Palestinian father ofeight now living in a 
tent in Rafah, Gaza, Yourhome and those ofmany otherneigh­
bors in your neighborhood have been destroyed by Caterpillar 
bulldozers. You had invested everything in that house. But the 
Israelis had to stop the terrorists. You are not a terrorist. You 
know that Caterpillar is aU.S. corporation. 

Imagine you area Palestinian engineer living in Jordan. It's 
1991 and you see how long Saddam Hussein's invasion and 
occupation ofKuwait is allowed to stand. You heard thatPresi­
dent George Bush state that aggression can't be rewarded. A 
decade later, you know that Iraq had to pay reparations to 
Kuwait for years; you know Israel has never paid a shekel in 
reparations to thePalestinians. 

Imagine you are a Palestinianjournalist in Ramallah watch­
ing Al-Jazeera's coverage ofthe U.S. occupation of Iraq. You 
see how the U.S. had had to destroyFallujah in orderto save it. 
You remember those mantras ofthe Bush Administration about 
Saddam Hussein: 'Weapons of mass destruction," "smoking 
gun," «mushroomcloud" You note that U.S . leaders don't lose 
any sleep overIsrael's nuclear arsenal. 

Imagine you are a Gazan mother who recently identified 
your child at the morgue. He was shot seventeen times by 
Israeli soldiers of the occupying forces. You recall-s-out ofthe 
blue-that the United States annually gives the State ofIsrael 
in excess ofthree billion dollars. 

Imagine you are a Palestinian, anywhere. You ask yourself 
and your friends about theAmericans, 'Why do they hale us?" 

+ 

Mark Chmiel is faculty support for the Saint Louis U ni versi ty student group, SLU Sol idarity with Palestine. 
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Palestine, Oh Palestine
 

by Hedy Epstein
 

13th Irrternafirmal Women In Black Conference 
Thanks to a very generous, loving birthday gift from my 

dear friend Ed Gaffney, I was able to attend the 13th Interna­
tional Women in BlackConference, held in East Jerusalem from 
August 12-16,2005. Ed, a ProfessorofLaw at Valparaiso Uni­
versity, not only contributed himself, but also collected funds 
needed formy travel. Over700 women from 44 different COUD­

tries attended the conference, titled 'Women Resist Occupa­
tion and War." 

After two days of panels, plenaries, and workshops on 
conflict. peace and resistance issues, the internationals (Israe­
lis were not allowed to go, per their own government) traveled 
to RamalJ ah to meet with Palestinian women, who were not 
allowed---by the Israeli government-to come to Jerusalem. 
Several Palestinian women gave testimonies about the impact 
ofthe Israeli occupation on their lives, The Palestinian women 
presented me Women's Global CharterofHumanity. The Char­
ter proposes to build a world without exploitation, oppression 
and intolerance. 

At lunch, the hundreds of women present honored me 
with surprise hugs, kisses and good wishes [army 81 st birth­
day, that day. Among the women, at my invitation, was my dear 
friend, Najwa from Ramallah, who so loving]y housed, fed, and 
cared for DianneLee, Chrissy Kirchhoefer, AnneFarina and me 
during our first visi t to occupied Palestine in December 2003 
and January 2004. 

Afterwards, we traveled to Bil'in to join Palestinian villag­
ers in a dernonstrat ion against the separation wall, which will 
divide Bil'in, once construction iscomplete. Villagers will lose 
50..60% of their land.. The young Israeli soldiers, who usually 
greet demonstrators with teargas, soundbornbs, rubber bullets, 
live ammunition and more, were seemingly intimidated by so 
many mothers, grandmothers, and even great-grand-mothers. 
They stood there , behind rolls ofrazor wire, like little school­

boys, who hadjustbeen scolded. As we returned to the village, 
the soldiers could not quite refrain from their bad habits, they 
sent teargas our way. (More about Bil'in later.) 

Back to the conference, briefly. Informally, but quite pas­
sionately, the Israelis themselyes called, nay, begged for "di­
vestment from Israel ." The Final Declaration ofthe Conference 
called for: I) An end to the Israeli occupation and destruction 
of'the wall., and 2) Support forCindy Sheehan. 

With American Friends Service Committee 
(AFSC) 

After the conference, I joined my friends, Kathy 
Kamphoefer and Paul Pierce, who areAFSC staffin Jerusalem. 
and visitingAFSC stafffrom Philadelphia, respectively, 

On our way to Hebron, we stopped at the village ofTwany, 
consistingofapproximately 160 people farming 30,CXXJ dunirns, 
With heavy hearts, we heard about the harassment by nearby 
Israeli settlers, how settlers with rocks and chains harassed the 
children, accompanied by their parents and/or intemationals, 
on their way to and from schooL,with Israeli soldiers looking on 
impassively; how the settlers spread rat poison on the hill, 
where shepherds let fueir sheep graze. More than 100 sheep 
died. Tired of the repeated harassment ofme schoolchildren, 
in onenight, with the help ofother nearby villagers, the com­
munity bui It a school on their land, which, despite demolition 
threats by Israeli soldiers, still proudly, beautifully, and solidly 
stands. 

Our next stop on this steamy, hot day was Hebron, popula­
tion 000-40,000 people. Right in the middle oftown are four 
Israelisettlements ofapproximately 450 people, with 1,500 sol­
diers guarding them, 

A walk through the sooq, or market, which in "normal times" 
would be crowded with shoppers and fascinating little stores 
displaying local handicrafts, was devoid ofpeople and most of 

HOOy Epstein's activism has taken her to Nicaragua, Palestine, and Cambodia. Hermemoir is entitled, Remembering Is 
Not Enough, 
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the stores were shuttered. Because ofthe repeated harassment 
by the settlers, many oftbe local Palestinians have moved away. 
Above the narrow passageway between the shuttered stores, _ 
much to my horror, I saw the wire netting the local people have 

Hedy Epstein and Kathy Kamphoefer at work with 
'VolDen in Black, Jerusalem Dianne Lee 

put up to protect themselves from the garbage and otherwaste 
products the settlers, residing above the saoq, regularly throw 
down. Though I knew about this ahead oftime, seeing it. was 
shocking, causing me to refer to these settlers as the "true anti­
Jews." 

Bil'in Revisited 
On August 19, I was back in Bil'in, first, to meet with 

Mohanuned and other village leaders. Also present was 
Mansour from Biddn, who so lovingly took careofOUT "Women 
ofa Certain Age 2004n delegation when we spent four days in 
Biddu inJune 2004.We learned about the horrorofhaving their 
land confiscated and gutted and how they decided that cre­
ative, non-violent demonstrations were the way to make their 
voices heard. Since February 2005, cvet)' Friday, after the noon 
prayer, there have been non-violent demonstrations, Israelis 
and internationals participating, and with Moharru:ned develop­
ing a different, creative theme each week. Later in the day, after 
midday prayers in the local mosque, we joined the villagers, 
other Palestinians, Israel is and internationals in their regular 
Friday non-violent demonstration against the wall. Though the 
demonstration was peaceful (there was no stone-throwing.) 

after about halfan hour, the soldiers, who were totally unpro­
voked., accosted us with teargas and soundbornbs. 

Since then, the demonstrations have met with increased 
violence from the soldiers. (For details, go to 

www.palsolidarity.org.) Yet, I never cease to be 
amazed at the resilience ofPal estinians and their 
love, care and concern , especially for us 
intemationals, All they ask ofus is that we go home 
and talk about what we have seen and experienced 

Gaza Disengagement 
Though I was not in Gaza, I want to say a few 

words to counteract the lack of, or mis-information 
provided by the media about the so-called "Gaza 
Disengagement." 

After 38 years of military rule and a unilateral 
decision by Ariel Sharon, 9,000 illegal Israeli set­
tlers, guardedby 3,CXX) Israeli soldiers, withdrew from 
Gaza inAugust 2005. ButGaza remains an open-air 
prison. Despite the disengagement, Israel remains 
in charge ofborder crossings and thus controls the 
movement ofpeople and goods in and out ofGam. 
The Palestinian government has no control over 
Gazan airspace/airports, territorial waters/seaports 
or natural resources, such as water, gas and no 
chance ofovercoming the structural economic de­
pendency on Israel. Dov Weinglass, senior aide to 
Sharon, last year spoke ofIsrael's true intentions, 
when he said that the disengagement plan "...sup­
plies the formaldehyde [a substance that preserves 
a given condition] that is necessary so that there 
will not bea political process with the Palestinians.." 

While the disengagement took place, Israelhas 
continued to build furiously. extending the wall, 
building additions to existing settlements andbuild­
ing new settlements, viz. 150 new homes right in the 

middle ofEastJerusalem. All of tills prevents the possibility of
 
a contiguous Palest:in.ianstate and a peace process.All of this is
 
in violation of international law, the Geneva Convention and
 
decisions by the International COUllofLaw,accompanied by
 
almost complete silence from Israel's partner in crime, the USA,
 
as well as silenceby the world I am reminded ofdiary entriesof
 
a woman in a bunker during the Warsaw Ghetto uprising: « ••.and
 
you, the Nations. why are you silent? Don't you see how we are
 
being exterminated? 'Why are you silent? .."
 

What You Can Do. If You Don't Wish To Be Silent
 
l}Becomeinformed.
 
2) Contact your representatives and let them know how you
 
feel.
 
3}Write lerters and more letters to the editorofyOUT local paper.
 
4) Go to Palestine and see for yourself-soon-it will be a life­

changing experience. *
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Letter to the Editor
 
by Larry Willard
 

While I haven't had the pleasure of meeting Mark 
Chmiel, I do knowTeka, Virginia, Joe, Ellen, Barb, and other 
current and former Carbolic Workers both at Karen and 
other houses in the U.S. For several years in the late 80s 
and early 90s, I occasionally would volunteer as a 
housetaker every few months. an experience I hope never 
to forget. 

I was drawn to the Catholic Worker for many reasons. 
not the least of which was the writing of the late Rabbi 
Abraham Joshua Heschel, a fellow travelerofdear Dor­
othy. But I'm not writing to strokeyou all; everyoneknows 
ofyour great work. r m writing as a Jew. a Zionist and as a 
citizen ofIsrael who is deeply saddened to see his people 
portrayed in such a distorted mannerCMark Chmiel, "From 
Abroad," Round Table, winter 2004). Mark either truly be­
lieves what he wrote (I really hopenot) or simply chose not 
to explore "the other side" of the conflict, something he 
needs to do. 

During my first days as an Israeli irnmigrant inApril of 
2003, I met a young Iri sh ISM volunteer.Afriend on the 
Israeli Left introduced us , telling me how she was one of 
the few ISMers who would visit the real Israel. When we 
asked her why, the young woman said, "Because we're 
afraid we 'll be killed in a bombing." Duhlll We pointed out 
the obvious: It's OK for us to be killed by the folks she is 
helping, but she has chosen not to let them kill her. '1 
know," she said sheepishly, "1'm not happy with my feel­
ings about this at all:' But at least she had the decency to 
visit and listen to our point of view. 

For whatever reason, Mark has chosen to side wi th 
those who honor hate and death. Martyrdom on his side of 
the fence means something quite different from our side; 
unlikeJihadists, Jews are forbidden to use it as a rationale 
for murder. "Jihad.jihad!" "Death to Israel!" "Death to 
Jews!' are routinely heard throughout PalestinianAuthor­
ity-controlled areas and in our lovely 22 neighbor states. 
There has never-repeat1\'EVER-been a similar mass 
public chant in Israel itself.On the contrary, in June 2004, I 
attended a peacerally with more than I00 ,000 othe r Israelis 
ofall religions and beliefs. Interestingly, there has yet to be 
a similar-event on the West Bank...or-anywhere else in the 
Arab World, 

Aside from being less than one (l) percent of the 
Middle East and being surrounded by 22 overtly hostile 
Arab/Muslim states (many ofwhich anI y acknowledge us 
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as "Territory Occupied by the Zionist Enemy"), we are home to 
Jews from every country on earth in addition to being the only 
democracy--in many ways a far morediverse and open democ­
racythanAmerica's-in the entire region. 

Mark is correct about the media's "one-sidedness." For 
the images presented across the globe, one could hardly help 
but conclude we are all white, wealthy and afraid to leave our 
homes-all incredibly inaccurate.Since we are a religion, not a 
"race," we come in every skin color there is. Many ofus have 
been driven from our birth countries-s-often, but not always. 
with only the clothes on our backs-and, thankfully, very few 
ofus choose to live in fear; we choose life. History has taught 
us that Israel is our only safe haven. We don't have 22 coun­
tries of sisters and brothers. 

I recall the late professor Harry Cargas lecturing on our 
miraculous ability to withstand crusades, inquisition (where, 
like Muslims, we were primary targets ofChristianity) and p0­

groms only to be faced with the Holocaust "Jew-hatred is the 
world's oldest hatred and it seems to defy death," he said. I 
doubted him when I heard that in 1972, but watching current 
media coverage has made me a believer. 

Yes, our security fence is an inconvenience to our sworn 
enemies . But which is more important-i-an innocent person's 
discomfort with being delayed/searched/questioned or several 
innocent people being saved from murder? And has "moral 
equivalence" reached the point where adestroyed home is the 
same as a destroyed human? We all better hope not 

Over the past eight years, I' ve worked at two Israeli hospi­
tals and two nursing homes . l' ve seen the handi work of the 
fol ks Mark has assisted. Most--but by no means all-Df the 
patients I've worked with have been Jews. But, Jewish or not, 
everyone of these survivors ofyour homicide bombings is 
treated with the very best care available. I' ve even assisted a 
failed 2D-year-old bomber relearn to walk, another surprising 
lesson . 

During this period, I've been blessed to work with and 
befriend dozens ofprimarily Christian volunteers from across 
the world Most ofthem volunteer more than once. They, like 
the Catholic Workers, ha ve gi ven me a new appreciation of 
Christianity's spec ial mission. . . and ofmine. 

Some points to ponder: 
They're "su icide bombers" to themselves; they'remurder­

ers/homicide bombers to anyone with a dictionary. 
"Apartheid"? Aside from skin color, country ofbirth, reli­

gious belief, lack ofreligious belief, Israel is a free , open, and 
vibrant democracy. Just within the past 12 months, forexample, 



rye witnessed three gay pride parades in Tel.Aviv alone. (You 
might look into the "estee m" homosexuals bold in Palestinian 
society) 

In late May of2003, the IDF raided a gradeschool in lenin 
which was also being used as a weapons storage facility by 
Hamas/FatahlPLOIAl-Aqsalet al. The newspapers here ran a 
photo ofsoldiers removing four large portraits from the school: 
Arafat, Saddam, Bin Laden, and Hitler.Mark must havemissed 
that. 

Since our establishment as a modem, independent state in 
1948, we have per capita earned more awards for contributions 
to science, medicine. engineering, and the arts than any other 
country. Most--but not all--ofthese have been earned by 
Jews. Yet Palestinian textbooks today teach ofJews being de­
scended from pigs and being responsible for the creation and 
spread ofAIDs and cancer. 

I'll always be grateful to Karen House for helping me be­
come a betterhuman being, and (0 G-d for allowing me to choose 
to live as a free Jew in my people's 3,500 year home. We can 
always use more good people as volunteers, Mark. You might be 
surprised at what happens. 

Larry Willard 
Haifa.Israel 

* 

A Round Table Response
 

DearLarry; 

We wanted to take this opportunity to respond to your 
letter to the Editor. We would like to begin by saying we re­
memberyour time with us at Karen House with great fondness 
and gratitude and are inspired by how faithfully you live your 
life in accordance with your beliefs. We are saddened ifour 
position, calling for an end to the occupation of the Palestin­
ian Territories, causes any divide between us . 

We in no way wish to portray Israelis in "such a distorted 
manner." Your reminder that Jews in Israel come in every skin 
color from around the globe, many fleeing for their lives, is 
indisputable and indeed fills us with respect for what so many 
Jewish people have had to endure throughout history. Our 
criticisms ofthe Stale ofIsrael are in no way a universal criti­
cism of its people. We criticize the actions and decisions of 
ourown government in the United Slates rather religiously, 
yet we love its people. 

It is important and necessary to offer this same regard to 
the Palestinians. In your lener you accused Mark of having 
"chosen to side with those who honor hate and death" and 
say you have "seen the handiwork of the folks Mark has as­
sisted." Just as every Israeli is not an unreasonable fanatic, 
neither is every Palestinian a suicide bomber. 

TheCatholic Workerprinciple ofnonviolence is central 
to our philosophy and we in no way support violence. by 
either a Palestinian suicide bomber orby an Israeli helicopter. 
We alsoafter thisopinion with humility because we know that 
we do not experience me violence from either, And yet. it is 
important to speak out when we think inj ustices are occurring 
and we know they are occurring with both the occupation of 

theWest Bank and GazaStrip and now especially with the erec­
tion ofthe wall . 

You speak: of the "security fence" as an "inconvenience," 
causing innocent people discomfort wbile they are searched 
and questioned and how this does not compare with the neces­
sity of preventing potential loss oflife .And yet, the immense 
concrete wall, winding its way through (he West Bank, is far 
more than a mere inconvenience. It poses an extreme hardship 
for many people, separating them from necessary sources of 
water. schools, work. It can take hours to go one mile through 
checkpoints and this is in the event one is not detained like 
many innocentPalestinians commonly are. 

The reality of this type ofdaily hardship and loss of funda­
mental liberties for Palestini ans, does not add to the image of 
Israelbeing a "diverseand open democracy." Israel will not gain 
security by continuing a policy by which it appropriates land. 
tears down homes and intimidates the Palestinian population. 
How can security come by these policies? No wall will be high 
enough. 

TekaChildress 
For the Roundtable Editors 

+
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FrontAbroad
 
by Rob Boedeker 
Ivory Coast 

Ourcar slowed down as we approached the roadblock, a 
series of tires and nailstrips lying across the road. Two armed 
men came out from an adjacent shack. They looked more ragged 
than the government soldiers or the UN. soldiers we passed 
earlier that morning. Fr.Mateo said they seemedbored to him; 
they seemed cocky and undisciplined to me. 

They talked with Mareo, asked us the standard questions 
of who we were, where we were coming from, and where we 
were going,and then they asked for money. As a personal rule, 
Mateo doesn't give out money in these situations. Despite 
the comfortofhis presence, I was nervous. 

Each roadblock was anotherjolt and another tense mo­
ment; I couldn't concentrate and I couldn't relax. Trying to 
calm myselfdown worked for a moment butjust until the sol­
diers did something else to set m e on edge . I had to pay 
attention to everything in case it should lead to something 
more serious. Such concentration is draining. 

In the end nothing happened. We passed through all the 
roadblocks relatively quickly. Nonchalant through it all, Mateo 
commented that there were fewer barricades than there usedto 

be. 
Sleeping became harder. The next morning when I woke 

up I dreaded the thought ofhaving to go through it all again. It 
took a lot of energy to convince myself to get up and get 
dressed. to accept that this is something that I needed to get 
used to. Not until I left did I stop feeling tense and exhausted, 

Insecurity is a vague word with a lot ofconnot.ations but 
in a conflict zone it can refer to the unpredictability of those in 
charge. What we normally take fOT granted as limits ofreason­
able behavior become questionable. With every new armed 
guardeameanew situation to adjust to---from over-confidence 
and recklessness, embarrassed demands for bribes and drunken 
aggressivity to professionalism, genuine concern for our well­
being, camaraderieand respect for our work. 

The unpredictability is what really got to me. A gun in 
your hands gives you a sense of authority and control. Here 
were thirty-year-olds turned into adolescents on power-trips. 
I felt no reassurance that any rights or limits would be re­
spected. . 

Yet I have white skin, education, foreigner status and 

money. The reality is these protected me whether I look com­
fortin them or not, To some degree lam insulated . Theold 
women carrying bundles on theirheads, though, and the young 
girls we passed selling bananas on the road: they have no 
shelter from harassment. What higher authority can they corn­
plain to? Who is (0 tell the rebels to restrain themselves? 
What social mechanisms are in place to combat such impu­
nity? 

The stress I felt seems small in comparison. And as soon 
as I got back home it went away, I have a hard time grasping 
what trauma prolonged insecurity creates in indi viduals who 
cannot escape. I have a harder time imagining what keeps 
them going amidst such suffering. 

AnAfrican woman I met told me astor)' from her time in 
France. It was a particularly hot summer and she commented 
on the sweltering hear, A friend thought that being fromAfiica 
she wouldn't think that day was very hot at all. "Just because 
I'm from Africa doesn't mean that I don't suffer from the heat," 
she replied. Having had to suffer in life doesn't mean that we 
suffer less or somehow learn to enjoy it. 

Suffering produces a variety ofresponses in people, from 
grace, generosi ty and patient endurance to resentment, covet­
ousness, and cruelty. Suffering drains us of the energy we 
need to function . It can trap us in a survivalist mentality where 
our needs become the primary concern. It would be one thing 
to rail againstthe suffering caused by natural disasters or life's 
tragedies, but most of the su ffering I see around me comes 
from other people's actions. The real tragedy of life is the 
cycle ofpain we participate in . TIle suffe ring we feel and the 
suffering we create through our institutions, beliefs, or force is 
in essence, poverty. 

These roadblocks are an example ofthis cycle. Ci vilians­
turned-soldiers hoping to change an exploitative system who 
then tum around and exploit others. Past wrongs feeding inse­
curity which feeds suffering . Looking back at those barri­
cades, I am struck by the suffering we endure and the suffering 
we create and I am humbled by the whole 10L 

+ 

Rob Boedeker is working with the Jesuit Refugee Service in the Ivory Coast for the next two years. 
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From Karen House
 

by Christen E. Parker 

What's the update from here? Hot hot summer days (and 
now the breakofC<X.JI wea1her- alleluial) .Weddings abounded 
againthis year-Rodney and mine in the church basement of 
Holy Trinity andAnnjie and Jenny's in the countryside ofthe 
Armoruster's place. 
Volunteers have 
steadily come 
through--cleanin g, 
cooking, painting our 
planters, tutoring, tak­
ing house and hearing 
about this Catholic 
WorkerideaofLovein 
practice. Andy joined 
our group, taking on 
the juggling act of 
hospitality and medi­
cal school. Folks in 
thecommunity are still 
plugging away with 
sustainable home­
building, re-habbing 
the future "Teka 
Childress House," 
nurse-practicionering, 
undergrad and gradu­
ate schooling, orga­
nizing, out-reaching, 
secretary-ing, being in 
relationships, taking on the work ofLittle House, fixing bikes, 
~<L ofcourse, doing hospitality. We're fuli------as usual-and 
rye been thinking a lot about this "usual" state. 

I was speaking with a woman about Karen House a few 
months ago and she asked what some ofourvolunteerneeds 
are. To begin the list ofopportunities, I said "Housetakers," as 
I'm always on the lookout for those , and she very thoughtfuUy 
nodded, "Ok, so you need people to take people into their 
homes." I was instantly humbled. I was only thinking offilling 
our house shifts, not other people's empty rooms. Ofcourse! 

Ofcourse, we need people to take people into their homes! 
How logical. How loving. Would folks do it? 

I was speaking with Teka about this conversation, and 
she said that, in the past, Karen House has had a group of folks 

with "Christ Rooms" 
ready, people who 
could be called to 

place someone with . 
Could this happen 
again? Would you be 
interested in being 
pan ofthe work of this 
house? GivemeacalJ 
and let 's explore it to­
gether. 

In light of this, 
and the day-to-day 
here, I ponder what it 
means to bea "Catho­
lic Worker"-to open 
our lives to the needy, 
to seek solidarity with 
the oppressed , to 
work to build a better 
society starting in our 
own homes. "T he 
Catholic Worker" is 
not owned by any­
one--not by Karen 

House. not by Mary House in New York. (And that decentrali­
zation is actually a pan of the Catholic Worker philosophy.) 
Anyone can be a Catholic Worker as far as I can see . Though 
consistently exhausting, living the works ofLove still seems 
like a healthy way to live to me. I'm grateful for the opportunity 
to do some good, and for all the wonderful models oflove who 
surround me in this house and neighborhood. 

Peace be with you. + 

The new home of the Gainesville Catholic Worker, Florida 
(where Chri sten got her C'W roots), 

Christen Parker is teaching after-school Drama and Spanish classes at De la Salle Middle School. 
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KAREN HOUSE I\JEEDSf 

Urgent 
We hope to receive enough donations of these items so that we can 

both meet the house needs and be a resource to our neighbors: 
* Blankets 

* Gift Certificates for Laclede Gas: 
$25 denominations, purchase by mailing order to Laclede 

Gas, Attn: Gift Certificates, Drawer 9, St. Louis, MO
 
63166.314-342-0500
 

Ongoing 
* Coffee (fair trade preferred) 

* Diapers (size 3 & 4)
 
* Cereal, 1000/0 Fruit Juice
 

. * Tools (call Tony for details 621-4052)
 
* Laundry Detergent
 

THANK YOU!
 
your support is what keeps us going
 

The Round Table is the quarterly journal of Catholic Worker life and thought in St. Louis. Subscriptions are free. 
Please write to The Round Table, 1840 Hogan, St. Louis, MO. 63106. Donations are gladly accepted to help us continue our 
work with the pOOL People working on this issue include: Joe Angert, Teka Childress, Mark Chmiel, Dianne Lee, Christen 
Parker, Ellen Rehg, and Jenny Truax. Letters to the editor are encouraged; we'll print as many as space permits. 

The Round Table 
Karen Catholic 'Yorker House 
1840 Hogan • 

Address Service Requested 

St. Louis, MO. 63106 

~ 

" 
! 
~---

PRSRT STD
 
u.s. Postage
 

PAID
 
St louis, MQ
 

Permit No. 3087
 


