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...a path frem where we are fo where we should be.” --- Peter Maurin

CRISIS & HOPE
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WHY THIS ISSUE ? ,m

- THE COVER: Wel means end or breakdown. Chi weans opportunity, new birth,ﬂl
breakthrough. Together, they are the two characters that make up the Chinese word
Crisis, on our cover courtesy of Cathy Hartrich's calligranhy.

We choose to associate Hope with the present state of crisis that the signs of
the times nortray. (I1f you recall, the last issue was on Faith, and a discerning in-
dividual may correctly predict with ease that the next fssue’s theme will be Love.)

Mary Luke Tebin, S.L., reminds us that God's oresence in human history is a con-
stant source of hepe. OQur resident Presbyterian, Hike McIntyre, shares a scrintural
reflection on the basis of ocur hope in resfstance ta the arms race. Bfll Miller
offers a sensitive reflection about Dor, & longtime guest. VYirginia Druhe has
pulled together a collage of photos, poetry and quotatfons that comprise the
"canterpiece” of the issue. Then, because four of our former quests have died
since our last publication, we have included a memorial page. We conclude, as
usual, with notes from each of the three houses.

Because we beliave the Bishops' Pastoral is ome of the greatest signs of Hope
addressing the present Crisis, we reprint in full this statement from The Editors of
the Hew York Catholic Worker, whose sentimentc we fullv sharve:

=y

God Will Grant Us the Grace

As 1he Catholle bishops of the United States peepare thelr pastoral on war
and peace we¢ look W them to call for 4n end to ull war — lo proclaim Lhe
irunoralily of both the use and the possession of all weapons which threaten
the lves of God's children. Though we hope and commit ourselves to work
and pray that all nations will lay down thelr arms. we¢ must begin with our-
selves, with challenging the nation in which we Hve For, as Christlens, we Know
that afl moralily s wnilateral—thoss engaged In evil may ndd demand that
olhers cease participation as a condition of thelr awn withdrawal

We say this with some wnderstanding of the real difltcultles Involved, Yol
we hold to our beliel that Cod will now as always, grant us Whe grice 1o (ollow
His teaching ko love. Taward thit énd w¢ urge the use of the spiritudl weapans
~praver. fasting, and non-cooperation with evil We see the dally pracilce of
the works af mercy and voluniary povesty ai the road W be followed, not the
works of war and greed. Recognizing that our first responsibl’iy is to Cod when
laws of the Btate conller with morality. we see the refusal o pay taxes for
war, to reglster for conacription. mnonviobent boyeotls and acllons as methods
1hisl can be employed

We call not only on pur bshops, bui on all Chelstlans, lay and rellgloos, to
Join as A community n chis effort for peace with justice. remembering His
wordi. S« your mind on Ged's kingdam and Hiv justier belpre evervthing elue
and all e reat will come o vau a3 well ™ ML 633

wThe EdiTers

The Round Table is the quarterly journal of Catholic Worker life and
thought in St. Louis. We appreciate hearing from our readers, especially
those who have an asterisk () by their names who will not be receiving

future fssues untess we hear from them. Those working on this issue are:

Joe Angert, Clare Bussjaeger, Virginiz Druhe, Mary Dutcher, Delores Krinski,
Eilen Rehg, Pete Rick, Teka Childress and Barb Prosser.

Karen House Catholic Worker 314.621.4052 www.karer{hous-écw._or __1840 Hogan St. Louis, MO 63106



HOPE: GOD’S

e

In hiz book Opening the Bible, Thomas
Merton writes, "Reality it God's epiphany.”
Epiphany in Christian tradition points to
an event of disclosure, of manifestation.
The Titurgy has always searched for ways of
extending the joy of a particular moment of
revelation, of holding on to it for as long
as possible. - The seemingly endless Gregor-
jan Easter alleluta is an example of pro-
longing the exultation of high moments.

S0, too, the Epiphany 15 not just a
day--it is an extended season in the church
year. And the manifestation,. the disclo-
sure of God's mystery not oniy to the Jew-
ish people, but alsc to the Gentiles, re-
peats itself throughout history.

Furthermore, God's revelation occurs
all through 1i1fe, all through every day's
redlity for those who believe. Teilhard
de Chardin once wrote, "To the one who has

gyec tc see, nothing in creation is profane."

Mor does God unveil the mystery of
™yrace only to Jews and Christians, but to
ail people. [ have oftén marvelled at the
wisdom of & quotation from the Sufi master,
Ibn Arzbi, regarding this ongoing "showing”
of God. Arabi wrote, in the 1Z2th century,
"Each instant is a glorious place of theo-
phany, charging its form from moment to mo-
ment. True Enowers are those who respond
with flexibility tc these manifestations--
worshipping, through the 2ver changing
forms, the manifesting One."

Wihere shall one lTook for this "glori-
ous place of theophany"? If reality is
God'< epiphany, then we look for its un-
folding in the world around us {in creation
and in the events of the times), and espe-
cially in the neighbor who shares, as we
Share, the human dignity of God's gracious
gift of self-coomunication.

1. God is revealed in the events of
our times, If history is God's manifesta-
ticn, then we must compare the world Scrip-
ture describes with the world we now have,
for we will then see the contrast, and

-

P
Vatican Council, her Tife
women {and wen).

REVELATION

by Mary Luke Tobin, S.L.

know what God has in store for us 1f only

we will help build that new creation.

God's word has spelled oqut a vision af the
kingdom unequalled in literature. "“Behold,
the dwelling of God is with human persons.
God will dewll with them, and they shall be
God's people, and God in person will be with
them. God will wipe away every tear Trom

their eyes, and death shall be ng more .
! - . e , T3 "’ l-._;_._.- #;,n- '
YNNI SR
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neither shall there be mourning, nor crying,
nor pain any more, for the former things
have pacsed away." (Apoc. 21:3, ff.)

The alienaticn we face today is the
result, as we know, of huran indifference,
lack of human concern, and selfishness.
These take the form of racism where the
truth of the quality GCod favors is ignored;
war, where the peace the Gospel commands

T -
Mary Luke Tobin, S.L., director of the Thoma: Merten Center in Denver, authcred the
recent book Hope Is an Open Door. Ore of two Acerican women cfficial vbservers at the
Te itseli has been 3 source of inspiration and hope for manv
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is daily shattered; and poverty, where the
food, clothing, and shelter provided by
nature's superabundance are kept from the
needy,
2. God manifests himself/herseif in
the neighbor. WHe can "speculate" where
sod fs present, but the onlg way we know
that prasence to be is surely where God
said God will be, Jesus made it quite
.. ¢clear, in the Biblica)
o § texts, that God is
| ¢ to be found in the
. 3 lowly. So clear
™ is that uncloud-
. ed scene at the
last day, de-

scribed in
Ao Mathew 25,
== E T Gee  that there is

no academic
"out" for us;
no "on the ¢ne hand . . but on the other"
to help us find excuses.

The Catholic Worker has always set its
priorities both for the needy neighbor and
for changing the world to a hetter one.

The "gaing about doing good" of the Gospel
messeoe helps us to cooperate in the build-
ing up of the npew creation,

Jon Sobrino suggests that there are
four ways in which we associate ourselves
in the discipleship of Jesus. First, we
heed the call to engage in the building of
2 freer, more human world. Second, we
make our actions concrete, not abstract,
as Jesus did. "The world expects of Chris-
tians that they will confront, not abstrac-
tions, but the bloody face of history,"
said Albert Camus. Third, since new forms
of injustice appear in each age, we must
address ourselves to those forms charac-
teristic of our times. #And fourth, if we
are to be followers of Jesus, our efforts
will necessarily be conflictual. Evil s
forever opposing truth, Justice, and love--
0 we canngt expect to be spared confron-
tation.

We know that "the fullness of salva-
tion cannot be reduced to what people
themselves achieve, The salvation of hu-

[
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The presence of God...

can be discerned in the least 2
ones, and In the events of
the times.

e e

mankind is God, as its wholeness. This
implies that experience of God--call 1t
‘mysticism,' without thereby meaning ex-
traordinary things--is the heart of all
human salvation--mysticism, however, which
qoes out to people from and with experi-
ence of God in the heart. Thus according
to the testimony of a mystic Jike Eckhart,
the mocdel of all mysticism is not Mary,
who is preoccupisd with mysticism, but
Martha, who is urgently concerned for other
people. Thus mysticism is in fact the
source of the prermanent improvement of hu-
man 1ife and society, the source of salva-
tion for humankind." (Edward Schillebeeckx,
Jesus and Christ, p. 122) -

["will conclude this brief reflection
on the epiphany of God in our lives ty
quoting Merton once mora: "ldeally speak-
ing, if we all lived in altruistic concern ;
and enqgagement, human history would cu]mi~n3-
nate in an epiphany of God in human per-
sons. Humankind would visikly be 'Christ.'®

Accordingly, then, the presence of
God manifested in reality, for those who
have eyes to see, can be discerned in the
Teast gnes, and in the events of the times.
But how can we, who choose to be disciples,
respond “with flexibility to the many forms
of the manifesting (ne™?

If we are prompt to see need, quick
to "ear the cry of the poor; ready 2lways
to let oo or to hold fast, we are acting
with flexibility. If we are alert for the
unexpected, open to surprise in events and
neighbors, we will be the true "knowers”
and indeed doers, whom the Sufi master
commends, True disciples are Lhose who
see beneath ever changing events, and in
Towly and needy neighbors, the manifesting
One. =




“Now faith is being sure
of what we hope for and
certain of what we do not
see.” (Hebrews 11: 1)
R, Nine members of Cler-
=3 gy and Laity Concerned
have been arvested for
acts of divine obedience
at the world headguarters
of General Dynamics in
recent months. Four
{including three Catholic
Workers) were arrested for
blacking entrances on December
28, Feast of the Slaughter of the Inng-
cents. Five more were arrestad January
17, in commemoration of Martin Luther
King's birthday.

We're at it again, folks, protesting
the Trident submarine, flagship of the
imperial navy, shatterer of cities,
destroyer of worlds, "sure of what we
hope for and certain of what we do not
see.' Have not seen. Do not see. Will

f‘ not see? There have been no resigna-
tions, mass or otherwise, at General
Dynamics headguarters. The Trident fs
5ti1] the one major weapons system
never seriously challenged in Congress,
the necessary and sufficient first-strike
weapon.

“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the
author and perfecter of our faith, who
for the joy set before him endured the
Cross, scorning its shame, and sat down
at the right hand of the throne of God.
Consider him who endured such opposition
from sinful men (sic) so that you will
not grow weary and lase heart.”
(Hebrews 12:2-3)

Every Monday, 11:30 - 1:00,
in frant of General Dynamics,
vigiling, leafletting, praving, s
“Come Pray With Us", "Bread Not @
Bombs", "Stop Trident".

Every Monday, three-piece
suits, spike heels, Clem the
quard, Clayton the commercial,

!.h smiling dismissals, brusnue de-
nials, “Tell 1t to the Russi-
ans”, "het a job®, "I hope you
are on the front lines".

Bafore the arrests. After

iif‘?!?!“

8 5E ::Jl:

Vicit Agnus Noster

QOur Lamb Has Conquered

by Mike Mcintyre

the arrests. Same players. Same game.
iaue responses,  Same danger. Same futil-
ty?

"Al1 these people were still living by
faith when they died. They did not
receive the things promised; they only
saw them and welcomed them from a dis-
tance, find they admitted that they
were aliens and strangers on earth.
Pecple who say such things show that
they are looking for a country of their
own. If they had been thinking of the
country they had left, they would have
had opportunity to return. [nstead,
they were longing for a better coumtry,
a heavenly one., Therefore, God is not
gshamed to be called their God for s/he
has prepared a city for them,

{Hebrews 11:13-16)

Wherain do we hope? Dur own faith-
fulness? OQur own power? The text and
design of our leaflets? The sensitivity
and openness of our group process? The
heroism of our civil disobedience actions?
The constancy of our vigils? The cogency
of our arguments?

Why do we do it? Why the same cliches
and embarrassed pauses in response to the
guestion, "What did you accomplish?”

Why this embarrassed pause as [ try to
continue past that damning, damnable
question? Do we stand judged by 1t? Or
do we, by paying homage to the question,
bring curselves under judgment?

"Brothers and sisters, think of what vou

were when you were called. Mot manv of

¥ou were wise by human standards; not many
were influential;

qh‘aﬁw—*;s-=*hﬂ=:+ez:.1m"i';:ﬂ*; “3°%: not many were of

,;ﬂ;‘??!‘?ﬁﬁ!r noble birth, But
SRR LA God chose the
foalish things of
the world to shame
the wise; God chose
= ¢chose the weak
things of the

vorld to shame the
wsye Strong. God chose

~ the lowly thirgs

1 of this world and
the despised things-
and the things that

-------------
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are not-to nullify the things that are so
that no one may boast." (1 Corinthiams,
2:26-28) . .

Why don't we admit it once in a while?
We don't hope in the freeze movement, or
civil dischedience, or the bishops' pas-
taral, or the spirit of Dorothy Day, or
canversion of the Church, or conversion
of the State, or even conversion of
aurseives. We hope in one crucified,
dead, risen, living, reigning, trium-
phant Lord.

We probably don't admit it because
it's awfully embarrassing. Getting ar-
rested and going to jail is one thing,
but preaching the good news is something
else again. If Paul, however, could
write from prison that he was not
ashamed of his chains, it was because he
was first not ashamed of the gospel.

But maybe we prefer respectful treat-
ment from the media, emotional support
from the left-wing Christian sub-culture,
pats on the back from the liberal
clergy, money from the liberal clergy,
at least grudging respect from well-
educated white folks like us., If we
went on talking about Jesus all the
time, people might think we were back-
water bible-beating Baptists, or start
a rumor that we speak in tongues.

“And if Christ has not been raised your
Faith is futile; you are sti11 in your
sins. Then those also who nave fallen
asleep in Christ are Tost. If only for
this 1ife we have hope in Christ,

are to be pitied more than any.”

{I Corinthians 15:17-19)

The Bible naver speaks of hope in
the abstract Hope is not a good feeling:
it is not a psychological coping mecha-
nis®; it is not a pleasant fantasy; it
is not transferable from one object to
anather. Hope is finally in and oanly in
God and the Messiah. Al1 other hopes will
tall victim to the process of death and
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Fortunately, we do have a hope which
is not illusory, even though it jis not
seeri. We hope in the day when "there will
be no more death or mourning or crying
or pain, for the old order of things has :
passed away." (Revelation 21:4) 4nd only
because that hope is firmly established
do we dare to proclaim that the power of
the Trident is not the last word. But
because the world's present sufferings
cannpt even be weighed tn the same balance
with that glory, we are empowered to
enter into them, risk that suffering |
ourselves, bear witness to God's Kingdom
(which means judgment as well as redemp-
tion!), pick up the cross (a political !
act!), and follow Jesus.de

Mike McIntyre, new-
est member of Karen
Catholic Worker Com-
munity, works for
Clergy and Laity
Concermed and loves
books.
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UNWANTED:
Dead or Alive

One word aptlv describes Ton: "wanted.®
This 41-going-on-70-going-on-7 year old
man wanted whatever he could get from you.
[f you had coffee, he wanted some. If you
had a cigarette, he wanted it; if you had
twp, he wanted both. (Actually, he would
really appreciate the whole pack.) If you
had a car, he wanted a ride. If you had
some space, he wanted to stay. If you
had scme food, he wanted to eat, (peanut
butter and cottage cheese pucepted). If
you had some time, he wanted to occupy it,
either by telling you off-color episodes
and jokes or by having you feteh for hinm,
like the endless thrust of a powerful
stream, he kept it up--wanting, wanting,
wanting. From the morning coffee to the
bedtime smoke, this walking wounded called
for attention, demanded to be dressed and
addressed.

Sadly, obviously, all of Don's wanting
made him “umwanted.” Donald Cress, Un-
wanted Dead or Alive, was the message he

.f.‘asked for, the message he received. Many,

by BHI Miller

many reached out to share, bend, hope. But
one by one ne did them in. Was there any-
one who could meet such an abyss of wounds
and needs? Apparently not. Slowly, pain-
fully, each person, each organization, had
to set a limit, which, sooner or later,
found Don on the outside.

There were clues we found (now and
then) that hinted at how this all came
about, Epileptic selzure disorder. Frac-
tured skull at an early age. Alcoholic
father. MNeglectful and needy mother.
Started drinking at age 13. In and out
and in and out of jail and the workhouse.
In and out and in and out of detox and the
hospital. And--the coup de grace--after
which, we were told, Don was never the

same, no longer cared a whit: his brother
ran off with his wife.
Still so much untold, The mystery

hardly unravelled. We just see conse-
quences: pain, rejection, lonliness,
crying out, fear, and gruffness.

Today [ saw Don at City Hospital, the
Intensive Care Unit. Another seizurs,
grand mal, as they say. And indeed {1t was.
Hardly awake, deep breathing, as if to
grasp for scmething ever in his semi-
conscipusness. [ spoke to him, He knew
something way in the air. Who was there?
Where am I? HWhy am I straight-jacketed
and shackled? Why 1s the world going
round and round, fading in and out?

I had fo summon cowrage to 9o, having
been apart from Don for almost a vear.
{1 fought back the thought, "What am [
getting into?") 1 was simpiv another cas-
uality of this casuality--done in. Had to
break away in fear of being broken avart,
possessed, consumed. The neglect still
bothers me; the fear still reminds me,
Lord, have mercy.

If only 1 could articulate my thouoht
to this man in his stupor. Someday, Don,
wanting as you do, unwanted as you are,
you will find peace, be fulfilled, be at
home , though you never had a home. You
will discover that you, you, are wanted--
and then you will possess all thatl vou
want.

a—
Bill Miller is a member of the Catholic Worker Community who lives at the Little

House and washes dishes part-time.
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Qur hearts battered we grow numb, oblivious of doom.

The all-too-manifest destiny loves what is 1ifeless,

Hates the poor, hurts the earth. Our dream

Deals death everywhere, across our Streets or seas,

In affluent faces as vacant as the lots they abhor.

Our markets grow glutted with poisanous wares,

With meaningless works, which, hopelessly patient, we store
To guard against our time-bombed minds® despair,

To turn away the vision, subliminally certain

0f crops and flocks and surely everyone's children

Who will die and are dying and are dead already, long dead.

When the planet rises against us where will we hide?

Long enough we have moved through the dream to know ts end:
We are piling earth upon our burial mound.

by Ann Manganaro, 5.L.
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Creation groans in travail
Bringing to birth a newness:
Mew Heaven

New earth,

While wa, too, created
Grean in self creation.-
children of a Lover,

of a creator who 15
All-in-all.

The newness brought to earth
By the sanctifying Free-er,
the Holy Spirit

1¢ revealed within vus,
common |y recognized as Hope.

We are hope in our painful waiting endurance.

We are hope in that we have the Holy Spirit,
which is to say: God is not just with us,
but in us:

We are the body Ewmmanuel--

God-with-us to one another.

Hope 15 our most sinewy praver
For it is the language
Spoken by God-in-us.
As we of creation struggle,
yearning of the Holy Spirit
in human waiting and suffering and working.
The yearnings that are Hope (our thirst! our hunger!) are
Resolute,
Bent on no end short of the Kingdom of God.
~ Hallowed be thy name: Thy Kingdom come!~~

by Clare Bussjaeger
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What is hope? It is the presentiment
that imagination is more real and reality
less real than it looks. [t is a2 hunch
that the overwhelming brutality of facts
that opnress and repress is not the last
word. It is the suspicion that Reality
is more complex than realism wants us to
believe; that the frontiers of the poss-
ible are not determined by the limits of
the actual, and that in a miraculous and

unexpected way, life is preparing the cre-

ative events which will open the way to
freedom and resurrection,

The tdo, suffering and hope, live from
gach ofher. Suffering without hope, pro-
duces resentment and despair. Hope with-
out suffering creates illusions, naivete
and drunkenness.,.

We must Tive by the love of what we
will never see., This 15 the secret dis-
cipline. It is a refusal to let the
creative act be dissolved away in the
immediate sense experience, and a stub-
born commitment to the future of our
grand children. Such disciplined love
1% what has given prophets, revolution-
aries and saints the courage to die far
the future they eavisaged. They make
their own bodies the seed of their high-
est hope.

Rubem Alves

bl v
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In hope we were saved,

But hope is not hope if 1ts object is see""

how is it possible to hope

for what one sees?

And hoping for what we cannot see

means awaiting it with patient endurance.
Rom d: 24-25

Mary,

As I reread this, I realized that [
really don't know what hope is and maybe
I never will, At Teast I'm thinking about
it now and [ am trying to realtze how I '
can live with hope for myself and others. ©
These two paragraphs are but a meager be-
ginning.

Take care and [ hop® to see you a-
gain soon, '

Love,
Lisa Spatz

B,




Lord I stand before you as 2 per-
son in need. A person who alls, who

It seems to me that faith is what you use hurts, who rejolces in having been made
when you run out of love, and hope is what whole, who mgurns for the knowledge of
you use when you run out of faith. mortality. fGod, somedays [ do not

’ A Catholic Worker know why I get up in the morning. Some-

time, Lovrd, 1 wonder why theve is so
much patn in the wovrld. [ sit in won-
der of all the pain [ see in this house.
! look at the quests, the workers, and
sege people who struggle. Some struggie
for justice, some struggle to find a
Jjob, others struggle for their sanity.

Lord, [ too struggle; I struggle
to follow your call to me amidst all
this pain. [ hear you say, share their
pain, but sometimes the pain is too
much for me. [ had to get away this
morning just to secure my own sanfty.
[ am terrorized by the neighborhood,
Lord. T see dogs not trained to care
for people, to show love, but to pro-
tect, to scare, to bite intruders. I
don't blame the people, Lord, yet I
fear them. This neighborhopd, a re-
sult of violence, of hatred between
races, of red-l1ining, of the ams
bufldup, controls itself by more
violence.

Lord, ! pray for the strength to
survive all this. [ pray for the
strength to witness to your love in
all this.

Mike Gerst, CR

Lisa,

I agreed about vour paragraphs on
hope, but the accompanying letter is per-
fect. We are using it!

Thank you for your thoughts and your
presence with us,

Love,
Mary Dutcher

[
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From Little House

by Mary Ann McGivern, S.L.

It is a Cathalic Workar charism to carry bozes,
Eread, clothes, Loilel paper. choned goods. smpduge,
clothes, Towndry soap, bread, shoes, theets snd
=ely, donuts, mator 451, clobhes | defore
Christmas 1t was Zoys and decorations, Lot me tel]
you, we don"t mule Just one trip with these boxes,
We unload them from the car or Eruck they come in
and carry them inte Cass or Xiren o Little whitre we
unpack and sart, Them «2 pack again and take them
to snother houte where they are wipacked and sorted,
enly ta be packed up again and carried off to sooe
family. You think I'm -zaggnntin???? Thsrsday
maming before Christmas, advitiedly an extraord|-
nary Lime, when [ picked up toys from Cass, Sue,
Eddie, Willip, Cargl, Barn, amd two ren [ 41d not
kmgw wtreé 811 busy carrying boxes. The aight befare,
8.4, Faul, Elfgha, arnd 1 had recruflted Tom Hiravel-
li, Judy Berger, and Dran to beip move toy: from qur
house back to Karen House (where they were origimals
Iy delivered) for distribotipe. Thuriddy Porming
belween toys and clethes, Sister Sue, Tom Power,
Mary Jane, Pamr Delpres, another guest whose nase |
never learmed, Payl, Eligha, amd | must Mave svar-
aged 25 boxas apiece. On an ordimary day naybo we
avéraged thnee bowdi dpiece deong s all!l

Bill #i11pr has maved into the Little Houwic,
Sharon Sutton is héve temgararily, and Eligha w11
be here this weekend. Our ne< pastor, Father Mayer,
has Tivened up Lhe parish gpd BIV] amd Frances are
bath active thern. B.J. clios food coupdas, answers
rebate offers, theps at at lesst three stores each
week, and maintaing a Yarge carton of Tiled boxtops
ard proafs of purchase, She umargpped and sorted
all the tovs before Chrisbeas, too, arganizing the
distributhon in sdvance.

’_____':.!

Gur adjacent vacamt Tom will garticipate in &
Hissourd U, agricultural pxtersion urban nrchard,
We are receivimg 13 dwarf frult Srees this sprieg,
tegether with fert|lizer, soray, end pruning dlrec-
tions. We need materials to beild a fence mround
the lot, 40° by 120", an architect, and wolunteer
ballders aacd planters, Then, fn fhree years, we can
cerry bushels of fruif from place to place!

Lataly | seem to find 2t Jeast one strectural
injustice 3 day, 10 blg and sooe wmll, thak ought
to be challemged. Just naa, while [ was writing the
second pardgraph, a prone call care for Koma from 3
former exployer telling Fer to come in and pick up
her -2 foma, [ 2sked §F %f could be senl here,
Lrying (0 save Rova &n evenimg Sus rice, 2nd oy Ch1-
lar told me the ooss ~201°2 dending ény of hem oul
this year. | sald, *isr't that (1Tecal?” and asked
the boss's name, The callér Hyng wd o me, [ doa't
eficm 01 125 (0 Tege) Bt ' Sel sess gnfatr, Oae
of the Catholic nigh ecknols was unfalr too, |
thought , im giving the bids January T4ih off, bwl
Cailing bt teachers’ mieting instesd of Martin Lulh-

er King's bdirthday. | wrote the essay that's below
3% o birthday pretent (o mysell, taking time to
rége 3t Laclede Gas. Then | took 1t to threa mews-
papers Lo try to get UL published. The (irst just
taid no, the second wrate 2 long rejectian letter

saying Leclede wasn't responsible becavie 10 was Just

letting am insurance cospany use Tt Tetterhopd and
pasides maybe the poor coulda't afford any beller
insurance, end the Wnird wed ready to print 1t entid
the pditor showed it to the publither Lo make a
palat end the publishér got upset about of femding
such & fine corporate citizes thet wat <oallecting
dallars to halp pay the poar’s heatipg bills, Then
Medhin broeght her copy of the sales pitch to =,
wanting to know where she should sign It and what
it mgant,

1'm not ofton esbarryssed, but [ was too
eaabarrafied at our mofdy-Qrubbing cullurme Lo try to
find the words Lo explain *vip-0ff™; so0 | aettled
for axplaining “junk mail® gad she was amaled that
she could Just Chrow 1% sway. Finally, in this
iitany of stembling blocks Lo 2 just society, on
the news yesterday | heard Cospar Veindarger respond
to ¢riticism aboutl the silitary budget and his own
seeming irresponsibiifty to the political process
by moting the senator was from Hichigan and they had
3 ot of military jobs there. The people from Mich-
fgam woulda "t be very bapgy Yo hepr that their ten-
ator was putting their jobs at eigh. Fow dare he?
Mow dire Casper Mginberger use the Lhreat of job
loas to justify wodponi productica? Casper Nelnber-
ger chviously does dare, and [ dom't know hose to re-
spond,

AT these wrongs are minor in comparisan with
homeless hunz;—; milTions<«but I‘= helplese Lo right
aven thege. rryiag bowes s an expression of hope
| suppose, but so is takimy time for more careful
reflection,

r

¥

AN OPEN LETTER

Dear Laclede Gas,

12

Karen House Catholic Worker 314.621.4052 www.karenhousecw.org

Testerdsy the mall browght me an of fer of pro
tectien #nd savings newgr EE‘P!.{ possible [1eelics
thelrs} from Laclede Das. official contract
decorated with bioe scroll-work proclaimed it vas
3 “Gudranteed Acceptance Yam for Frotection and
Sawings.” The atfached blue and gold platelc
card proclaimed tbeelf “MEQICAL EMEAGENCY & pre
scriprion sevings card.” My mare aod & nunber
werg ombossed i gold on the plastic though adje-
cent Flag primt scomed to indicate 1 seoded an ad-
ditionsl musher to be eligible Tor preseriplicn
AT ngs .

1840 Hogan St. Louis, MO 63106



"Brascripticn savings™ hooked me and 1 Tead ¥ay would 1t be a mistake to swbscribe to La-

further, clode's plan? 1t would be 3 mistake becauie the
1. Check 1 - f avgrage family would lote eoney rather Lhan
family. ff»?@ :r';:rg;‘t?s “l;?ltt ?: {l‘:r gain anything frem subscribing. The promises
dats Below. 3. SEND MO MOWEY. Your EF Ehh AMATI: are Ttul, T, biEntge: Tyl
modest mcathly premium will be autosat- four does not rack wp 14 hospital deys in the
feally sdded to your gas bIVI course of ten years, such less the efghty days
What 14 this "modest monthly ;mlmﬂ? it a parent would have to be haspltalized--that's

does not appear o the pretly blue coalract form. hospital, nat rursing home--for the fanlly 1o

It's not in the yellow "Laclede*Cram.® There's Deat vin. 1T thix swarage family of foor opld

no neation of an smount In Lhe 91z pages of copy for matemity tenafits and the 350 plan, they

printed on "Laclede Gas Family Services Inc., will pay #t loast $5,227.20 over ten year: time

a subsidiary of Laclede Gas Company™ etterhead. fnto the plan aad 411 thay will gt back 1s 2
On page throa of the “Certiffcate of Eligl- cash payment per hospitel day.

I]:H(Ly' I found a payment chart. A price, final-

¥:--but mot & price, because the sge group <al- : -

win was blank! Three weeks later, Lacleds sent Shame ‘Qn }'GU:

out a correction with the blank coluem fi1ed in. L B I ) d ] G _
“We nade 3 wistzke,” they sald. [ think 2 sub- . ‘
seription Yo their offar 15 3 wistake tpo. Here's ac e e as
the pavment chart,

I called o medical worker in finamcial mids,
to get smother opfmton. She 1aild ne private hos-

THif CRART SH0nS MOW 00§67 YOUR MONTHLY pital in the area will accept this kind of plan
PATHENTS ARE FOR 30 OR 480 & DAy PROTECTH0N in Tieu of imsurance cowerage and that hospital
— FET) _ i AT ‘ roces along run well gver $100. a day. She said
_ Pi{ii\‘ A PIAND a family'd be euch better off putting their
ADULTS COLLECT ADULTS COLLECT E;:::“:I:" the bank insteed of giving it to Ls-
580, Day* 830/Day"* P
#1000/ Mo, $900/ Mo, redemably this omics)l money-making venture
| | =% sent to everyone who subscribes to Laclede

o YOUR SPOUSES ous OUiEs | Gas. Shame on Laclede Gas, Shame om Lac)ede

Gorpup COsT COsT cosv CO5T [ Gas who tends out ome mallieg asking for doliar

- - - | Bills to ald the poor pay their heating bilds and

030 148 1.14 o sends a second mailing that lures ihe poor to add
_ m: ;;ig *n“ Ry s an wnspaci fied asmount to that keating il |a pur-

et 71 80 +oun 1080 TOLR dult of false promises. -

79 100 COAT 11.58 COsT Ingurance Bah! Family Service! Hah!

B0+ 8T8 14823 | spit om your fancy paper and [ weep far the poor

- . { wih Son't read well, who never learmed =ultipti-

M Crbgcen gL Yt cation, who want the best for their families, mnd

who trust Leclede because 1t's the gas compiny

Chren 300 $18.00 1780 end not some fly-by-night sharp shootar,

Matpinlyy Fir Dy Covbiind Shame on you, Laclede Cas. You steal frem
mumm?muummwfwuuﬂmvnﬂwmwﬁ the poor and Chen, whenm they con pdy no morw, you
s o o T aehe T8 Bate MBS M cancel their insurance, siut off thelr gas, and
*rEiiiren bl pge FB DBecl 318 4 By e B3AD § mesm fréeie thea o death.

-

Hary Ann HeGiwern, 5L, of the Little House, has woried for yedrs on isspes of
gconomic conversion and corparate responsiBility. She is & free lance writer.
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EHA_?LES

He didn't know the 1imits we pharisees
impose, we teachers, we grown-ups. His
was a freedom that demanded love -~ his
right - his birthright. MNot just the
world's love, or his family's, but God's.
He had that all along, but it couldn't
get through. HNow 1t has. The world
could have told him - in time - in
patience, in being stretched by him,
fiut all the world's pride, its rules,
our own lack of freedom - freedom to
choose to suffer, to love - our
violence came crashing down on him.

And for one half hour all the suf-
fering love of God was borne by one
Tittle boy - a trusting Tittle

boy - at Cochran Project. Of such
is the reign of God.

ELEANOR KEVIN MARGARET
+ + t

1t seems almost a mockery in our issue about Hone to write about Your of our
dear friends who have died suddenly--two of them violently--since our Fall issuve.
He remain stunned and mourn with Debra over the loss of two young sons in less than
four months time. Baby Kevin. less than a year, died suddenly in his sleep in the
Fall. Early in Febuary, his six year old brother, Charles, died after receiving
corporal punishment from another relative.

Margaret Duffy, gentle, generous and religious former quest and continued sup-
porter, was missing for some weeks before her body was found in a plastic bag in a
vacant Tot. She first came to our house over twp years ago because of fear of phys-
ical violence in her apartment. Margaret was a much loved member of St. Francis
Xavier Parish, where many of us attended a special memorial service for her.

dut thé sense of shock remains. The questions remain, The connection between
our government's choice of violence as a policy, (whether in the arms race or capital
punishment or in callous disregard of people's needs for food and shelter), and this
sudden intrusion of death and violence into our daily lives, seems inescapable.

Efeanor Barki's death, coming as it did at the end of a long life and from
natural causes, with Teka and Virginia and Mary present and holding her hand, was
2 peaceful and matural passing in stark but consoling contrast to the deaths of
our othar friends,

Our best hope is that Kevin and Charles and Margaret and Eleanor live lives
now free of pain or fear and full of love:

May the choirs of angels welcome you, and
with Lazarus, who once was poor,
May God grant you everiasting life. --Liturgy for the Dead

|
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From Karen House

At Karen House, among community and
guests and neighbors alike, hope is a prom-
inent virtue. Faith and Tove wax and wane
but hope is in abundance, For does not
hope exist when things and people and cir-
cumstances are not realized? As faith is
belief in the unseen God whose voice pier-
ces our hearts, so is hope the desire, the
expectancy for fulfillment--an attitude
toward miracles when there are no humanly
attainable means to end gne's pain and
suffering.

And so we hape...

We pray for an end to violence to
one's self and friends; an ending of the
cvcle of ouilt, anxiety and depression
especially among alcohol and drug depen-
dent oersons. For healing, for emotional
sustenance, and for God's nourishment to
be received, we pray remesbering Jeanette,
Sue, Lynn, Judy, Mary, Linda, Judy, Hazel,
abusive snouses, and our many nameless
neighbors vho hover around fires on vacant
lots or on street corners with a pint in
their hands, and those of us who unkrow-
ingly struggie with these same temptations.

We pray for healing for the guests,
past and nresent, whose lives are inflic-
ted with "nervousness”, emotional, and
mental 1llnesses, that their lives may be
made whole, free of fear, and infused with

:  inner peace. We es-
" pecially pray for
" Rita, Debby, Barbara,

" Rosemary, Margaret,
Lynn, Renee, Sharon,

¥ Cheryl, Denise, Mag-
4 gie, and Audrey.
We pray for uni-

{ ty in our community,
' for the recognition
& and forgiveness of

* injuries, large and
small, for improved
dialogue and under-
standing, for the
wisdom to know the
difference between
what we can and can-
not do, and the

 Angeline, Pam, Glenda,

Rudine, Gloria, Steve,

by Pete Rick

strength and grace to carry out God's work
{from mopping floors to comforting the
afflicted to resisting the ams race.)

We pray for ohwsical healing for those
we know and love whose health is impaired.
Foremost in our minds are Eleanor and Don.
Others whom we pray for are Delores, Lela,
Ida, Mary Jane, Pete, Sharon, and Ann's
many natients in the hospital.

He pray for employment for those who
are seeking jobs. We especially remember
Margie, Sharon, Betty, Lee, Michelle, [da,
Monica, Frances, Fern, Aldine, Laverne,
Barbie, Alycla, and the neighborhood youth
and adults who were those not chosen even
before unemployment reached c¢risis oropor-

tions in our cisz,

We are shown greater depths

of our being and experience anew

a glimmer of God’s Kingdom:...

We pray for those who beg for food,
clothing, and shelter, especially for those
whom we turn away when there is no room in
our inn, { which reminds me of the infant
who came to us just in time for Christmas.
We rejoiced in the delight of his company.
Other children who have gfven us much joy
in these times are Phoebe, Virginfa, Shir-
ley, Little Gene, and Coco. When we fail
to get our four huos a day from each oth-
er, we can usually rely on them to pro-
:1d?——0r Alycia or Michelle when they vis-

The sadness, the pain, the injury to
body and spirit are abundant. Yet there
is hope. Often we cry out: “My God, My
@od, why have you farsaken me?" But more
often we are shown greater depths of our
being and experience anew a glimmer of
God's kingdom as we set our hearts an
things not of this world. Despair is in-
frequent, and we are supported, nourished,
and humored by the volunteers and others
who provide for us dafly. There are also
Clare's garden plans, Joe's art work, and
Delores' baking treats to testify in the
concrete that discarded produce, blighted
neighborhoods, and littered lots can be a
source of 1ife and beauty.

Pete Rick 15 a member of the Karen Catholic Worker Community.

She tries

her hand at maintenance chores and studying Spanish, but her heart is in running and

qiving haircuts.
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From Cass House

by Barb Prosser

Once again ]| am reminded of how quick-
ly time nasses through our hands, A winter
passes and | look back. It has indeed been
a long good year--filled with many special
people and happiness,

The tool weather has kept us and our
friends busy winterizing the house. It
seems an on-qgoing process, for there are
many leaks and holes in an old house such
a5 ours. We are thankful that the winter
has been a mild one thus far, as qur heat-
ing bill is much easier to handle!

Our soupline continues to grow. |
muyst keep grom getting discouraged at the
harder times and cold weather bringing more
children and families through the ?ine.
Requests for food hoxes are quite frequent
and the numbers that wait inline grows
weakly. We share what we have been gqiwven.
Wouldn't it he wonderful if the holiday
spirit of giving could remain throughout
the year? I fear that the lines that wait
outside our door for food will not go down
for a long time.

We have received $0 much from the many
fine people that have stayed with us these
nast few months. We continue to house 50
men, women, and children. Add that to the
20 men, women and children who remain at
the house full time. We are quite a house-
ful! Though my first reaction to so many
people are often sighs of exasperation at
the noise level, the extra work, the shar-

ing of space and the extra demands more
peoplte can make, 1 must remind myself of
the balance of extra smiles, shared 1augh-
ter and the commmal experience of wot

« 55
togather.  Barh Prosser, a member o
er than Pete but does no ma1n

A 02 0ZDA45N3

B RSB
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The Christmas holidavs were special
for us as a Llime to orepare and celebrate
together, There were many new faces at the
house giving food, gifts, or their time,
Again, the jov of working with our guests
was special as we continuved to be one an-
others' family during the holidays.

In the month of January, students from
Norbert's College in Wisconsin and College
of 5t. Benedicts from Minnesota spend one
to three weeks sharing in the Catholic
Horker life. Little do they know that all
year long we save up a list of things to
accamplish in January -- all in anticipa-
tion af their visit.

I am constantly surprised by the numbers
of new people who visit or come ta help ou
at the house. Each s a welcome sight.

For myself, it is a hopeful sian that per-
haps the true spirit of Christ's birth canm
live in us year-round; that we can continue
to share with one another the many qifts we

hold.
Continue to keep us in your thoughts and

Prayﬂrﬁ -- 45 we gg all of you. Know that
A 0283 wr house!
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